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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

September 21, 2010 
 
 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of 
which are recorded on tape. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 
II. CLOSED SESSION: 
 
III. CONVENE OPEN SESSION: 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

All Council Members were present.  
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Diane Smikahl led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

C. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PUBLIC 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
 

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Announcement of action taken at Closed Session, if any. 
 

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, announced that Council met in Closed 
Session to discuss the conference with labor negotiators. Council gave direction 
to Staff.  

Mayor Patterson announced the meeting would be adjourned in honor of Teddie 
Bidou, who passed away on Friday, September 17, 2010. 

 
2. Openings on Boards and Commissions: 

 
Finance, Audit and Budget Committee: One unexpired term to January 
31, 2013 

 
Open Government Commission: One unexpired term to January 31, 
2013 

 
3. Mayor’s Office Hours:  
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4. ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING PROPOSED ACTION IN THE 
BENICIA ARSENAL BY THE DEPARTMENT OF TOXIC 
SUBSTANCES CONTROL 

 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, reviewed the announcement.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman asked Ms. McLaughlin to review what a draft order 
was. He and Staff discussed the issue of the order.  

Council Member Ioakimedes requested this item be agendized so that Council 
could have a full discussion. He had a lot of questions that he would like answers 
to. Staff confirmed it could be agendized at the first regular Council meeting 
following the 9/30/10 meeting.  

Mayor Patterson discussed the risk to the City, to what extent ex parte plays a 
role in this issue, risk regarding the City's exposure, to what extent the City 
should be talking about the issue in public, and the issue of indemnification.  

Public Comment: 

Dana Dean - Ms. Dean spoke on behalf of Amports. She would like this item to 
be agendized. She requested Council set a special meeting on this item prior to 
the meeting. Mayor Patterson suggested holding a special meeting after the 
presentation on 9/30/2010, so Council would have more information to present to 
the public. The subcommittee would take the information under advisement.  

Mark Hajjar - Mr. Hajjar discussed his concerns over this issue. He is a small 
property owner in the Arsenal. He was concerned about property owners not 
being kept abreast of the developments.   

 
B. APPOINTMENTS 

 
1. Appointment of Mayor Patterson and Vice Mayor Schwartzman to 

a Council Sub-Committee for the Arsenal Investigation and 
Remediation Project. 

 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member Campbell, 
Council approved the Resolution, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 
RESOLUTION 10-122 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S 
APPOINTMENTS OF MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO STANDING, AD 
HOC, AND OUTSIDE AGENCY COMMITTEES  

 
C. PRESENTATIONS 
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D. PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1. In Recognition of Eat to Defeat Domestic Violence Day - October 7, 
2010. 

 
2. In Recognition of Fall Prevention Awareness Week - September 

19-25, 2010 
 

3. In Recognition of Disaster Preparedness Month - September 2010 
 
V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council adopted the agenda as presented, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
VI. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

Mayor Patterson reviewed the written comments submitted to Council (copies on 
file).  

 
B. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Ann Hansen - Ms. Hansen thanked Staff for participating in the dedication of the 
Firefighter Exhibit at the Benicia Historical Museum. She announced upcoming 
events at the museum.   

 
VII. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

Council pulled items VII-B, VII-C, and VII-D.  
On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council adopted the agenda, as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 
 

A. Approval of Minutes of Special and Regular meeting, September 7, 
2010 

 
B. RECOMMENDATION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS AND COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR TO DEDICATE THE NEW ROSE DRIVE 
OVERCROSSING PROJECT IN MEMORY OF AUSTIN HOWARD 
GIBBON 
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RESOLUTION 10-123 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE DEDICATION OF 
THE ROSE DRIVE OVERCROSSING IN MEMORY OF AUSTIN H. GIBBON 

Council Member Hughes wanted to recognize Mr. Gibbon's Family.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman recognized Mr. JB Davis for initially suggesting the 
bridge be dedicated in Mr. Gibbon's honor. 

Public Comment: 

None 
On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member 
Ioakimedes, Council adopted the Resolution, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
C. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM OVERVIEW  

 
Mayor Patterson discussed the money the City spends on inspections 
(approximately $250,000), where it does not collect fees. She asked Staff to 
briefly review this item.  

Jim Erickson, City Manager, and Charlie Knox, Public Works & Community 
Development Director, briefly reviewed the staff report.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the inspection program.  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the issue of filters on the 
drains.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the problem of insecticide sprays going into 
the drain systems.  

Public Comment: 

None 
 

D. APPROVE FUNDING AND UPGRADE OF THE COMMUNITY ALERT 
AND NOTIFICATION (CAN) SYSTEM  

 
RESOLUTION 10-124 - A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE $32,000 FUNDING 
AND UPGRADE OF THE COMMUNITY ALERT AND NOTIFICATION (CAN) 
SYSTEM 

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the issue of fines (that are 
levied by BAAQMD for an air quality incident), and whether the City could recoup 
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a portion of the fines.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff to discussed how the City could ask the community to 
contribute towards the cost of the CAN System. Some of the cost is being 
achieved by a local business. The proposed cost is not just to repair the system, 
but enhance its operation as well.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Staff discussed the companies who are involved 
in the upgrade. The three companies were involved when the system was first 
installed. Staff does not have the expertise to do the technical upgrades.  

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed the cost of the upgrade. They 
discussed whether the City could just spend $15,000 on the upgrade, and hold 
off on the remaining $15,000 worth of work. The system was activated once in 
the past 12 months.  

Public comment: 

None 

Mr. Erickson discussed the importance of having the full upgrade and repairs 
done to the system. Having the system fully functional is a life 
safety issue. There is not enough staff on hand in the event of an emergency to 
field all of the calls.  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed whether the agreement with 
the City of Vallejo response would increase the number of dispatchers available. 
Staff confirmed it was very important to have the system fully functional.  

Council directed Staff to continue to pursue the application process for recouping 
some of the fines.  
On motion of Council Member Campbell, seconded by Vice Mayor 
Schwartzman, Council adopted the Resolution, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
E. Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and 

adopted pursuant to this agenda 
 
VIII. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

None 
 
IX. ACTION ITEMS: 
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A. 2010-2011 BUDGET BALANCING MEASURES  

 
Jim Erickson, City Manager, reviewed the staff report. He reviewed a PowerPoint 
presentation (copy on file).  

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed the decrease in the projected 
deficits that were projected for July 2010. The savings would be non-recurring.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed the issue of public/private 
partnership revenue. They also discussed the proposed fee increases.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Staff discussed the onetime savings and 
expenditures. The $110,500 would only help the City on its reserves; it would not 
help close the gap. They discussed the issue of property tax assessments for 
commercial and industrial. Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed 
reducing the economic development contract services by $13,000, and reducing 
the tourism contracts (whether the program could be done for $20,000 - more 
work would have to be done in-house).   

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the issue of lack of money, and 
the fact that there is no assurance that the City has the buy in from the 
participants.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Staff discussed the issue of crossing guards, fees 
for the trapping of wild animals, and reductions at the Fire Department in 
overtime during the winter months.  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the issue of VIP project 
revenues.  

Council Member Hughes discussed the issue of eliminating maintenance of two 
BUSD fields, the user fee increases, the contributions to the Benicia Historical 
Museum, and staffing questions regarding the Fire Department and Police 
Department.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed the issue of overtime costs. 
Council Member Campbell discussed concern regarding the issue of moving 
money around.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the equipment maintenance issue, IT 
surcharge possibility, possibly having an arts or cultural fee, police overtime 
costs, proposed salary reductions, the possibility of furloughs, solar projects, the 
need to have a plan for what the City could tackle, the budget for the Community 
Center project, and the cost spent on outside counsel.   
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Public Comment: 

Sharon Petrellese - Ms. Petrellese noted a correction to the staff report that the 
current funding was at $175,035. She reviewed the various programs the Human 
Services Board fund. She requested Council not cut the Board's funding for the 
current year. If the City decides to cut funds for the current year, the Board would 
like to be able to review it and make recommendations.  

Mayor Patterson and Ms. Petrellese discussed a fundraising campaign the 
Board attempted through the water bills.  

Council Member Hughes and Staff clarified the funding for the Human Services 
Fund.  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Ms. Petrellese discussed the endowment fund 
the Board has. They need a complete year's worth of funding to access those 
funds.  

Mittie Railsback - Ms. Railsback read a letter on behalf of her husband. He 
asked Council to not cut funding to the Human Services Board. The community 
needs to continue caring for the less fortunate, as it has always done.  

Larnie Fox - Mr. Fox discussed concerns about the cuts to the Arts programs in 
Benicia. He referenced the possibility of forming a citizen budget task force. He 
discussed the possibility of increasing sales tax, using some of the City's reserve 
fund, and fundraising possibilities.  

Dennis Lowry - Mr. Lowry discussed concern regarding overtime, travel, and 
training costs, concerns regarding PTO. If both issues were addressed, the City 
could save $300,000. 

Christina Strawbridge - Ms. Strawbridge discussed the formation and funding of 
the TBID.  

Susan Street - Ms. Street discussed concerns regarding the reduction in Human 
Services funding, the possibility of further salary reductions for City employees, 
and more contributions by employees for benefits.  

Lee Wilder Snider - Ms. Wilder Snider requested Council honor its current 
funding for the groups for the current fiscal year.  

Ann Hansen - Ms. Hansen clarified that the museum was not part of the arts 
community. Most of the money the City gives to the museum goes towards the 
actual buildings. Funding for the exhibits comes from other donations. The 
museum will lose all corporate funding (20% of its budget).  
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Sharon Petrellese - Ms. Petrellese asked for a clarification on funding.  

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed how the reductions were made 
(Human Services by 1/3, and Arts by 50%).  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the endowment funds.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Staff discussed funding for the Human Services 
Board.  

Todd Matthews - Mr. Matthews spoke on behalf of the Benicia Firefighters 
Association. He discussed the proposed decreases. It would bring the Fire 
Department down to 1983 levels. They are working with the negotiators. They 
did not want to take this tack. They were discouraged.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the base funding for the Human Services 
Board.  

Staff and Council discussed questions asked by Council and the public earlier in 
the meeting. They discussed the elimination of maintenance at two of BUSD 
fields, the user fees that would be applied for facilities, whether the user fees 
were in line with other cities (they would be), and the grantor/landlord 
relationship the City has with the Benicia Historical Museum. Mayor Patterson 
suggested Staff work with the museum to see if there were options for 
maintaining the museum's buildings.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the contracts/agreements in place for the 
programs within the Human Services groups.  

Council and Staff discussed the issue of travel costs. Mayor Patterson requested 
Staff provide Council with the City's overall travel costs. They discussed the 
issue of PTO, overtime, and looking at where efficiencies could be improved.  

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the deficit ($1.2 million), and how the issue 
on the split (cutting costs for employees and cutting services) and sharing the 
burden came about. She and Staff discussed the costs for outside counsel and 
what is being done to control those costs.  

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed the issue of non-recurring savings. 
Human Services is taking a triple hit. For the current year, the City should put 
back the $20,000.  He discussed the issue of tourism. The City needs to spend 
money to make money. He suggested adding $15,000 back to tourism for the 
TBID, $8,000 for Benicia Main Street, and $5,000 for Economic Development 
contract services. The Arts and Culture Commission should have $10,000 added 
back to their funding. The Benicia Historical Museum should have $7,000 added 
back. Special events should receive $11,000 for the current year. That would 
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add $75,000 back in funding. The onetime non-recurring costs could cover the 
proposed amounts.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman discussed concerns regarding dipping into the City's 
reserves. He agreed the Human Services Board should receive the $20,000. He 
discussed concern regarding the Human Services Board's endowment funds. He 
was concerned about cutting the funding for crossing guards.  

Council Member Campbell was inclined to approve Staff's proposed cuts to 
funding. If the money becomes available, funding could be increased.  

Mayor Patterson expressed concern regarding cutting the Human Services 
funding. She discussed the idea of forming a citizen’s budget taskforce.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman suggested using the money from Economic 
Development services to pay for the $20,000 in Human Services funding. He 
expressed concern regarding a citizen’s budget taskforce, since the FAB was 
recently tasked with similar duties.  

Mayor Patterson suggested giving the Human Services the $20,000, and tasked 
Staff to find the money.  

Council Member Hughes expressed concern regarding using the money from 
Economic Development for Human Services funding. 

Council Member Hughes suggested if Council gave the $20,000 to Human 
Services, it could wait on the other increases until late October. They 
could commit to revisit the other areas at that time. Mayor Patterson would like to 
look into the citizen budget task force possibility. Vice Mayor Schwartzman 
indicated he did not support the citizen’s budget task force, as he would like the 
FAB to look into it.  

Council Member Campbell suggested asking the FAB about changing the time of 
the meetings so all interested parties could come, which would allow the citizens 
to participate more. 

Council Member Campbell made a motion to 1) add back the $20,000 to Human 
Services (Staff is to find a way to come up with the funds), 2) wait until late 
October until there is some certainty on non-recurring savings. Based on 
that, Council could determine what the City could afford. 3) at the next FAB 
meeting, Council would ask the board to move the meeting to the later hour 
(8:00 p.m.), 4) approve the proposed measures by Staff. 5) the proposed 
measures by staff include the attachments: attachment A (modified by the 
motion), and attachment B.  
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On motion of Council Member Campbell, seconded by Vice Mayor 
Schwartzman, Council approved the Budget Balancing Measures, as amended, 
on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
B. Motion to Continue Meeting past 11:00 p.m. 

 
On motion of Council Member Campbell, seconded by Council Member 
Ioakimedes, at 11:20 p.m., Council did not approve continuing the meeting to 
discuss the remaining agenda items, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Campbell, Ioakimedes 
Noes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Hughes 

 
X. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
 

A. City Manager Reports 
 

B. Council Member Committee Reports 
 

1. Mayor's Committee Meeting. Next Meeting Date: October 20, 2010 
(Mayor Patterson) 

 
2. Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG). Next Meeting Date: 

October 21, 2010 (Mayor Patterson and Council Member 
Ioakimedes) 

 
3. Finance, Audit and Budget Committee. Next Meeting Date: 

September 24, 2010 (Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Council 
Member Campbell) 

 
4. League of California Cities. Next Meeting Date: November 16, 2010 

(Mayor Patterson and Vice Mayor Schwartzman) 
 

5. School Liaison Committee. Next Meeting Date: December 9, 2010 
(Council Members Ioakimedes and Hughes) 

 
6. Sky Valley Open Space Committee.  Next Meeting Date: November 

3, 2010 (Council Members Campbell and Hughes) 
 

7. Solano EDC Board of Directors. Next meeting Date: September 23, 
2010  (Mayor Patterson and Council Member Campbell) 

 
8. Solano Transportation Authority (STA). Next Meeting Date: 

October 13, 2010 (Mayor Patterson and Council Member 
Ioakimedes) 
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9. Solano Water Authority-Solano County Water Agency and Delta 

Committee. Next Meeting Date: October 14, 2010 (Mayor Patterson 
and Vice Mayor Schwartzman) 

 
10. Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee. Next Meeting 

Date: October 21, 2010 (Council Members Hughes and 
Ioakimedes) 

 
11. Tri-City and County Regional Parks and Open Space. Next 

Meeting Date: TBD (Council Members Campbell and Hughes) 
 

12. Valero Community Advisory Panel (CAP). Next Meeting Date: TBD 
(Council Member Hughes) 

 
13. ABAG-CAL FED Task Force-Bay Area Water Forum. Next Meeting 

Date: September 27, 2010  (Mayor Patterson) 
 

14. Youth Action Coalition. Next Meeting Date: September 22, 2010  
(Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Council Member Campbell) 

 
XI. COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS: 
 

A. Consideration of supporting the Benicia Parcel Tax - Measure C 
 

Continued 
 

B. Request to agendize Proposition 23 ( the AB 32 Suspension measure) 
 

Continued 
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 11:21 p.m. in memory of City 
Treasurer Teddie Bidou. 

 
 
 
 
 
       _____________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 


