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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

October 05, 2010 
 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of 
which are recorded on tape. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Mayor Patterson called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 
II. CLOSED SESSION: 
 
III. CONVENE OPEN SESSION: 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Mayor Patterson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

1. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF THE PUBLIC 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS: 
 

A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Announcement of action taken at Closed Session, if any. 
 

Mayor Patterson asked Ms. McLaughlin to report on the last three closed 
session meetings.  

Ms. McLaughlin reported at the last closed session meeting, Council met 
regarding labor negotiations, and provided direction to Staff. At tonight's closed 
session meeting, Council met on several items and gave direction to Staff on all 
items.   

 
2. Openings on Boards and Commissions: 

 
3. Mayor’s Office Hours 

 
B. APPOINTMENTS 

 
C. PRESENTATIONS 

 
D. PROCLAMATIONS 

1. In Recognition of Fire Prevention Week. 
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2. In Recognition of Arbor Day. 

 
V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

Council and Staff discussed pulling items VII-C and VII-D from the consent 
calendar. There was a discussion as to whether the items should be heard after 
the consent calendar or discussed under action items. Vice Mayor 
Schwartzman's preference was to hear item VII-C under action items. Council 
discussed the process for discussing items pulled from the consent calendar. 

Mr. Erickson discussed item VII-B. There was a technical change. The 
agreement year needed to be changed from 2010 to 2011.  
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member Campbell, 
Council adopted the Agenda, as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: Schwartzman 

 
VI. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

Mayor Patterson reviewed the items submitted.  
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Marilyn Bardet - Ms. Bardet discussed the 2010 Climate Action Day event in 
Benicia. She discussed the new community garden in the Downtown Area.  

Christina Strawbridge - Ms. Strawbridge discussed the upcoming Benicia 
Fashion Weekend event.  

Fred Railsback - Mr. Railsback thanked Council, Staff, and the community for 
their generous support of the Community Action Council over the past few 
months. He thanked Valero for its generous donation from their golf program.   

 
VII. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

Council pulled items VII-C and VII-D for discussion. There was a technical 
change (date correction) to item VII-B.  

 
A. Approval of Minutes of Special and Regular meeting of September 21, 

2010 
 

B. AGREEMENT FOR HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE WITH NAPA- 
VALLEJO WASTE MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
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RESOLUTION 10-126 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER 
TO SIGN THE HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION AGREEMENT ON 
BEHALF OF THE CITY  

 
C. RECOMMENDATION FOR CITY COUNCIL TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION 

OPPOSING PROPOSITION 23 
 

Charlie Knox, Public Works & Community Development Director, reviewed the 
staff report.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed the comment in the staff report 
regarding Valero's unwillingness to discuss a lease for the property in question. 
Staff indicated Valero had stated in the past that it was a business decision, and 
that they were willing to revisit it in the future.  

Mayor Patterson discussed her conversation with senior executives at Valero 
regarding the property in question.  

Public Comment: 

Wanda Anderson - Ms. Anderson spoke in favor of Council's opposition to Prop 
23. 

Josh Cross - Mr. Cross spoke in opposition to the proposed resolution opposing 
Prop 23. The Council should not take a stance on the issue. He submitted a 
written statement from his father, Dale Cross, opposing the proposed resolution 
(copy on file).  

Joe Calios - Mr. Calios spoke in opposition to the proposed resolution.  

Ella Marie Calios - Ms. Calios spoke in opposition to the proposed resolution.  

John Daal - Mr. Daal spoke in opposition to the proposed resolution.  

Carmel Santiago - Mr. Santiago spoke in opposition to the proposed resolution.  

John Sakamoto - Mr. Sakamoto spoke in opposition to the proposed resolution.  

Todd Lopez, Valero, Benicia - Mr. Lopez spoke in opposition to the proposed 
resolution. He submitted a letter he wrote to the Community Sustainability 
Commission (copy on file).  

Kathy Kerridge - Ms. Kerridge spoke in favor of the proposed resolution. She 
hoped Valero would sign a lease agreement for the property in question.  

Juliana Thomas - Ms. Thomas spoke in opposition to the proposed resolution. 
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She discussed Prop. 23.  

Doug Haaland - Mr. Haaland spoke in opposition to the proposed resolution. He 
and Council discussed Prop 23.  

Erin Rogers - Ms. Rogers reviewed the unemployment rate history in California. 
She spoke in support of the proposed resolution.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Ms. Rogers discussed unemployment rates over 
the past 33 years.  

Heather Stein - Ms. Stein spoke in support of the proposed resolution.  

Brian Harkins - Mr. Harkins spoke in support of the Community Sustainability 
Commission making recommendations to the Council. He did not appreciate 
Council spending so much time on this item tonight. There are other important 
issues to be discussed tonight. It is an important issue, but it was not the correct 
venue.  

Marilyn Bardet - Ms. Bardet discussed two books she read on climate change 
and global warming. She spoke in support of the proposed resolution. 

Susan Street - Ms. Street spoke in support of the proposed resolution.   

Allison Fleck - Ms. Fleck discussed the Community Sustainability Commission's 
recommendation. She spoke in support of the proposed resolution.  

Jan Cox Golovich - Ms. Cox Golovich spoke in support of the proposed 
resolution.  

Chris Howe, Valero, Benicia - Mr. Howe clarified there had not been a discussion 
regarding the lease in question and Proposition 23.  

Council Member Campbell, Staff, and Mr. Howe discussed the issue of property 
taxes.  

Council Member Hughes discussed his thought that it was inappropriate for 
Council to support or oppose any propositions or measures. It is not Council's 
place. Council should let the voters decide.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman agreed with Council Member Hughes' comments. 
Council should not take a stance on statewide issues.  

Council Member Ioakimedes agreed with Council Members Hughes and 
Schwartzman.  

Council Member Campbell asked if Council Members Hughes, Ioakimedes, and 
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Schwartzman would be taking a stance on Measure C or Proposition 19.  

Mayor Patterson discussed her support for the proposed resolution opposing 
Proposition 23.   
On motion of Council Member Campbell, seconded by Mayor Patterson, Council 
did not approve the Resolution, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Campbell 
Noes: Schwartzman, Hughes, Ioakimedes 

 
D. ADOPT A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF MEASURE C 

 
RESOLUTION 10-129 - A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
PARCEL TAX INITIATIVE, MEASURE C - SUPPORT BENICIA SCHOOLS 

Jim Erickson, City Manager, reviewed the staff report.  

Public Comment:  

Judith Tata - Ms. Tata discussed Measure C. She spoke in support of the 
proposed resolution supporting Measure C.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Ms. Tata discussed how the senior citizen 
exemption worked.  

Brian Harkins - Mr. Harkins spoke in support of the proposed resolution 
supporting Measure C.  

Janice Adams, BUSD - Ms. Adams discussed the lack of funding the State is 
providing BUSD. The school district desperately needs the funds Measure C 
would generate. She spoke in support of the proposed resolution supporting 
Measure C.  

Kathy Kerridge - Ms. Kerridge spoke in support of the proposed resolution 
supporting Measure C. 

Council Member Hughes discussed his individual support for Measure C. 
However, he did not think it was appropriate for Council to pick and choose 
which measures or initiatives to support.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman discussed the difference between the Council 
supporting statewide initiatives and local initiatives. He was in support of the 
proposed resolution.  
On motion of Council Member Campbell, seconded by Council Member 
Ioakimedes, Council adopted the Resolution, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Ioakimedes 
Noes: Hughes 
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E. APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT AMENDMENT FOR RENNE SLOAN 
HOLTZMAN SAKAI LLP 

 
RESOLUTION 10-127- A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CONTRACT 
AMENDMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $40,000 WITH RENNE SLOAN 
HOLTZMAN SAKAI, LLP FOR LABOR RELATIONS AND PERSONNEL 
ACTIVITIES AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE 
AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY  

 
F. APPROVE THE JULY 1, 2010 TO JUNE 30, 2012 AMENDMENTS TO 

THE LABOR AGREEMENT WITH THE BENICIA SENIOR 
MANAGEMENT GROUP 

 
RESOLUTION 10-128 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE JULY 1, 2010 TO 
JUNE 30, 2012 AMENDMENTS TO THE LABOR AGREEMENT WITH THE 
BENICIA SENIOR MANAGEMENT GROUP  

 
G. Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and 

adopted pursuant to this agenda. 
 
VIII. PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

A. CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR CITY RENEWABLE ENERGY AND 
CONSERVATION PROJECT 

 
RESOLUTION 10-130 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN ENERGY SERVICE 
CONTRACT, ESTABLISHING INTENT REGARDING EXPENDITURE AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH 
CHEVRON ENERGY SERVICES FOR INSTALLATION OF RENEWABLE 
ENERGY GENERATION EQUIPMENT AT CITY FACILITIES 

Charlie Knox, Public Works & Community Development Director, reviewed the 
staff report. He reviewed a PowerPoint presentation (copy on file).  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Staff discussed the City's current annual energy 
costs.  

Public Comment: 

None 

Mayor Patterson and Staff discussed the issue of Proposition 23, and the City 
contacting Valero regarding leasing their property. Staff clarified Valero's 
indication of their unwillingness to discuss the issue of leasing the property in 
question.  

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed the risks associated with the 
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budget, possible hidden costs (there should not be surprises along the way), 
how the bonds would be repaid, and fees that would have to be repaid to 
Chevron if the project did not go through.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed the types of bonds that would be 
used.  

Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed the shade that would be built at 
the pool, and how the amount of sun the City gets would reflect on the potential 
savings.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman and Staff discussed the timing requirements for 
financing. Council and Chevron representatives agreed on changing the timeline 
to 90 days. The change to the agreement would be reflected in the motion to 
adopt the resolution.  

Council directed staff to contact Valero in writing to initiate discussions on 
leasing the property in question.  

Mr. Erickson discussed the income the City receives on an annual basis towards 
the general welfare of the City. He discussed the favorable news the City 
received last week regarding sales tax. Valero has been very conscientious 
regarding its purchases for the VIP being made in Benicia.  

Mayor Patterson discussed her goal to towards economic diversity.  
On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member Hughes, 
Council adopted the Resolution, as amended, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
IX. ACTION ITEMS: 
 

A. ACCEPTANCE OF BENICIA INDUSTRIAL PARK TECHNOLOGY 
NEEDS ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 
Amalia Lorentz, Economic Development Manager, reviewed the staff report. She 
and Mr. Craig Settles, Successful.com, reviewed a PowerPoint presentation 
(copy on file).  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed how long it would take to install 
cable (approximately one year), the issue of the $2 million bonds, ordinances 
regarding technology fees, and the possibility of having fees for the assessment 
district in the Benicia Industrial Park.  

Council Member Hughes suggested having a meeting with stakeholders, 
providers, etc, which could allow for some creative ideas to be brought forward.  
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Council Member Ioakimedes and Staff discussed whether there was a difference 
in the upgrades and service between the Benicia Industrial Park and other 
industrial parks that are competing for business. Staff felt the Benicia Industrial 
Park was at a competitive disadvantage for attracting other businesses (with the 
current technology). Council Member Ioakimedes expressed support for having a 
workshop for the stakeholders, providers, etc.  

Mayor Patterson discussed the need for an 'internet summit' for the Benicia 
Industrial Park. She discussed the cost difference in the service providers.  

Council gave general direction to Staff to move forward with an internet summit 
(to be held during the day) for the Benicia Industrial Park. Council concurred with 
the next steps in getting information for financing,  

Council accepted report and gave direction to staff.  

Public Comment: 

Jerry Richardson, airCloud Communications - Mr. Richardson would like to enter 
into a dialogue with the City to discuss future business. airCloud could help the 
City accelerate the process in the Benicia Industrial Park.  
On motion of Vice Mayor Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member 
Ioakimedes, Council accepted the Benicia Industrial Park Technology Needs 
Assessment Report, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
B. PROPOSITION 19 THE REGULATE, CONTROL AND TAX CANNABIS 

ACT OF 2010 
 

RESOLUTION 10-131- A RESOLUTION OPPOSING PROPOSITION 19 THE 
REGULATE, CONTROL AND TAX CANNABIS ACT OF 2010 

Jim Erickson, City Manager, and Chief Spagnoli, reviewed the staff report.  

Public Comment: 

Jerry Pollard - Reverend Pollard discussed the Youth Action Coalition's concern 
regarding Proposition 19. It would cause Marijuana prices to go down, and the 
usage to go up.  

Judith Tata - Ms. Tata spoke in support of the proposed resolution to oppose 
Proposition 19.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman discussed how terribly written the bill was. He was 
opposed to the proposition, however since it was a statewide initiative, he could 
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not support Council taking action on it. 

Mayor Patterson discussed her support for opposing Proposition 19.  

Council Member Hughes agreed with Vice Mayor Schwartzman's comments.  

Council Member Ioakimedes agreed with Council Members Schwartzman and 
Hughes, however, it provided broad language, so Council could take action on it. 

Council Member Campbell discussed his confusion on how Council could vote to 
support some propositions, but not others. Council Member Campbell discussed 
the need to resolve the marijuana issue, however, Prop 19 was not the way to do 
it.   
On motion of Council Member Campbell, seconded by Council Member 
Ioakimedes, Council adopted the Resolution, on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Campbell, Ioakimedes 
Noes: Schwartzman, Hughes 

 
C. CONSIDERATION OF DEVELOPING A HEALTH COMMUNITY POLICY 

 
Anne Cardwell, Administrative Services Director, introduced the staff report.  

Kanat Tibet, Healthy Eating Active Living Cities Campaign (HEAL) - Mr. Tibet 
reviewed a PowerPoint presentation (copy on file).  

Public Comment: 

Judith Tata - Ms. Tata urged Council to join the other cities in becoming a HEAL 
City. She discussed the positive attributes of the program.  

Council Member Ioakimedes discussed the need for Staff to come up with a 
basic resolution for this item. Benicia is one of very few cities that have a health 
element in their general plan. There needs to be an overarching policy. This 
program is the first step in that direction.  

Council directed Staff to prepare a resolution, and to continue to work on a more 
comprehensive approach.  

Council Member Hughes and Staff discussed how much of Staff's time this 
would require. Mr. Erickson discussed the current policy calendar. Council 
Member Hughes suggested having Staff look at the policy calendar, and let 
Council know what would have to be postponed in order for this to be added to 
the calendar.  

Mayor Patterson suggested including the information on the policy calendar and 
the more comprehensive approach in the staff report when the resolution is 
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written.  

Council Member Hughes discussed concern regarding taking decision-making 
away from citizens (changing zoning regulations, etc.). Mr. Tibet clarified that the 
policies discussed are boilerplate policies. Council could pick and choose the 
policies they liked.  

Mayor Patterson gave direction to Staff to prepare a resolution for consideration 
before the end of 2010. She also directed Staff to continue working with Council 
Member Ioakimedes for the larger program, and developing a timeframe.  
On motion of Council Member Ioakimedes, seconded by Vice Mayor 
Schwartzman, Council directed Staff to prepare a resolution for consideration 
before the end of 2010. Council also directed Staff to continue working with 
Council Member Ioakimedes for the larger program, and developing a timeframe, 
on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
X. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS: 
 

Mayor Patterson discussed the late hour, and the importance of having the 
public hear the discussion on the remaining agenda items. She suggested 
continuing the items so the public could hear them.  

Council Member Campbell discussed his personal connection to the update on 
the pipeline safety item. He had a family member who lost her home in the San 
Bruno explosion. He discussed the importance of knowing where the pipelines 
are located in the City.  

Council discussed when the items should be discussed.  

Council agreed to add the items to the 10/12/10 City Council special meeting 
agenda for discussion.  

Public Comment: 

Dana Dean, Attorney representing Amports - Ms. Dean asked for clarity on how 
and when the Arsenal matter would be agendized. She requested that the 
motion include direction that the report that comes forward provides information 
for the property owners who were not at the meeting that took place last week. 
Property owners are concerned about the timeline for events and whether or not 
they will be invited to the upcoming meetings. She discussed the need to notice 
the property owners regarding upcoming meetings.  

Council and Staff discussed placing the Arsenal item on the agenda as an action 
item. Ms. McLaughlin cautioned Council that the staff report would be due 
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tomorrow, and she would not have sufficient time to write an extensive report.  

Council discussed revising the report to the extent possible, and other 
information could be provided verbally. The report should contain the highlights 
that took place during the meeting with the DTSC.  

Council Member Hughes approved the amendment to the motion to include 
direction to Staff to amend the report to include some bullet/key points.  

Council Member Campbell would like to see this item as an action item. 

Mayor Patterson stated that there would be a staff report, as well as a possible 
Closed Session to discuss the City's liability.  

Vice Mayor Schwartzman clarified that the action might be to provide direction to 
Staff.  
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Ioakimedes, Council approved adjourning the meeting, and continuing the 
remaining items to the 10/12/10 special meeting agenda, on roll call by the 
following vote: 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Ioakimedes 
Noes: (None) 

 
A. City Manager Reports 

 
1. Verbal update on Pipeline and Safety 

 
Item continued to the 10/12/10 special meeting. 

 
XI. COUNCIL MEMBERS REPORTS: 
 

A. Arsenal Investigation and Remediation Committee Report on meeting 
with the Department of Toxic Substances 

 
Item continued to the 10/12/10 special meeting. 

 
XII. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 11:40 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
        Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk 


