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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
~~~ 

OCTOBER 6, 2014 
 
The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published 
twice monthly highlighting the activities of the departments of our full-service city. 
Previous editions are available on the City of Benicia City Manager’s page. For 
additional information on any items in this report, please see Contact List at the end of 
this report. 

 
-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

 

WINTER WATERING RESTRICTIONS BEGIN: In July, the Benicia City Council adopted 
emergency outdoor watering restrictions that limit 
watering by automatic sprinkler systems. The 
restrictions change from 3 days per week to 1 day 
per week because with cooler temperatures and 
shorter days, landscaping needs less water. 
Beginning October 16, 2014 through March 31, 
2015, automatic sprinklers will be limited to one 
day per week. Residents can choose 
either Saturday or Sunday only – before 8:00AM 
or after 7:00PM. More information is available at 
BeniciaSavesWater.com. – Public Works  

 
 

CITY OF BENICIA ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER:  The 
official City of Benicia Facebook page is up and running along 
with our new Twitter feed. Look to both for current 
information on City of Benicia projects and events (like the 
Fire Department Open House, Scarecrow contest at City Hall, 
Great Shakeout event), information on elections (like the 
upcoming Voter's Forum, voter registration info and 
information on Measure C), and look for important, accurate, 
up-to-date information in an emergency.  
 
Feel free to like the page and share it with your Benicia friends to get the word out about 
the great things happening in the City of Benicia. – City Manager’s Office 
 
 

http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b6ED35D53-F878-4B6F-848D-34308B0A00F5%7d&DE=%7b064E30B9-7D97-4864-BDEB-52C3664DF937%7d
http://beniciasaveswater.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/City-of-Benicia/111786558883403
https://twitter.com/CityofBenicia


October 6, 2014 
Page 2 

HOLIDAY CLOSURE:  Benicia City Offices, the Benicia Community Center and the 
Benicia Public Library will be closed Monday, October 13 in 
observance of Columbus Day. 
 
Requests for emergency water and sewer service may be made at 
the Benicia Police Department, 200 East L Street or 
707.745.3411. – City Manager’s Office 

 
 

FIRE DEPARTMENT OPEN 
HOUSE: Benicia Fire 
Department invites you to 
their annual Open House 
on Saturday, October 11, 
11:00AM – 3:00 PM at 
Fire Station 11, 150 
Military West. Come check 
out the cool emergency 
equipment, free food, fire 
engine rides, demos and 
tours. The first 100 
children will receive 
goodie bags. – Fire 
Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FREE WALK-IN FLU SHOTS:  A walk-in flu shot clinic is being offered 
at the Benicia Senior Center on Wednesday, October 15 from 
10:00AM – 2:00PM. All ages are welcome and this service is being 
offered for FREE. The Flu Shots are provided by the Solano County 
Public Health Immunization Program. – Parks & Community Services   
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PERSONNEL UPDATE: The City of Benicia bids farewell to a 
longtime employee and familiar face at City Hall. Johnna 
Sharples will retire on October 31 after more than 25 years with 
the City. She began as an Account Clerk III in 1989, and then 
was promoted to Senior Account Clerk in 2007. Johnna was 
awarded the Vern Szok Inspirational Award in 1989 with the 
Finance team and the BAIT (Benicia Awards Its Team) award in 
2003. 
 
Johnna’s good-natured sense of humor and attention to detail 
will be missed by all. A farewell get-together is set for 
Thursday, October 30 at 2:00PM in the Commission Room at 
City Hall. Stop by and wish Johnna a happy retirement. – 
Finance 
 

 
On September 23, the Benicia Police 
Department held a special ceremony to swear 
in two new Police Officers, Michael Bridges 
and Jessica Woods and Dispatcher Deborah 
Ebron. Six new Explorers were also sworn in; 
Michael Oreja, Madeleine Schag, Bobby 
Truong, John Peters, Kolton Adams, and 
Jerico Campos. 
 
Chief Bidou also recognized employees for 
their outstanding work on the Department's 
first Citizen Youth Academy: 
Administrative Secretary Kelly Botello, 
School Resource Officers MarJonne 
Roberson and Sam Peterson and Sgt. Kenny 
Hart. 
 
City Manager Brad Kilger and Council 
Member Alan Schwartzman also honored 
outgoing Chief Andrew Bidou with a 
Proclamation.  – Police Department 
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VOTER FORUM:  There will be a Voter Forum, Saturday, October 11, 10:00AM-
1:00PM in the Council Chambers at City 
Hall. Sponsored by the City of Benicia 
Open Government Commission, League 
of Women Voters, and AAUW Benicia-
Vallejo Branch, you can learn about City 
of Benicia Measure B (City Treasurer) 
Measure C (sales tax initiative), State 
Prop 1 (water measure), and hear the 
candidates for Benicia Unified School 
District Governing Board of Trustees. 
 
In addition, voter information and a handy 
timeline for the November 4 election is on 
display outside the City Attorney’s Office. 
Created by the talented Marilyn Cech, 

you’ll find info on what’s on the ballot and voter registration information. – City Attorney 
 
 

UPDATE YOUR VOTER REGISTRATION:  The Solano County Registrar of Voters wants 
you to know that if you've moved in the last year, you need to update your voter 
registration so you can participate in the upcoming general election on November 4. The 
last day to register or correct your current registration is October 20. 
 
"Unlike telephone numbers or your mail, 
voter registration does not follow you 
when you move," said Assistant Registrar 
of Voters John Gardner. 
 
The voter registration card cannot be 
amended. The signed voter registration 
card must reflect the voter’s current 
address. 
 
To verify that the address on file is 
current, go to solanocounty.com/elections 
and select the red “Verify Voter 
Registration” button. To make changes to 
your registration, a new registration form must be submitted. An online form can be 
completed in less than 5 minutes at www.registertovote.ca.gov or you can pick one up in 
the City Clerk’s Office, Benicia Public Library, or your local post office. 
 
As a reminder, the Benicia City Council recently placed two measures on the ballot. 
Measure B will decide the question of whether the City Treasurer position is elected or 
appointed. Measure C, the quality of life measure, proposes a 1 cent on the dollar sales 
tax increase. More information is available at BeniciaMeasureC.org or by contacting 
Mario Giuliani, Economic Development Manager, at 707.746.4289. – City Clerk’s Office 
 
 

http://www.solanocounty.com/elections
http://www.registertovote.ca.gov/
http://www.beniciameasurec.org/
mailto:mgiuliani@ci.benicia.ca.us
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GREAT SHAKE OUT:  The City of Benicia will be participating in the Great Shake Out 
statewide earthquake drill on Thursday, October 16 at 
10:16 AM. What does this mean? It means that at 10:16 
AM on 10/16, City employees must DROP, take 
COVER, and HOLD ON. After the shaking stops, they 
will evacuate their buildings to a safe zone and take a 
headcount.  
 
The following are links, for those who’d like to 
participate in the Great Shake Out on October 16 and 
earthquake safety resources: 
shakeout.org/dropcoverholdon 
dropcoverholdon.org 
earthquakecountry.org/dropcoverholdon 
-City Manager’s Office 
 
 

YOUTH BASKETBALL SIGN UPS:  
Benicia Youth Basketball registration 
began October 1 and will run through 
November 14. The league has divisions 
ranging from Kindergarten to 8th grade as 
well as an Adaptive Division. To kick off 
the season there will be a player’s clinic 
on December 13 hosted by the Benicia 
High School Girls Basketball Team. 
Practices and games will start the week of 
January 5.  
 
The Youth Basketball league takes pride 
in being a purely recreational league 
geared toward all children of all abilities. 
The focus is on teaching the basic 
fundamentals while maintaining a low-
stress fun environment for the players. 
Don't miss out on this great opportunity 
for an active and fun activity.  – Parks & 
Community Services  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.shakeout.org/dropcoverholdon
http://www.shakeout.org/dropcoverholdon
http://www.dropcoverholdon.org/
http://www.dropcoverholdon.org/
http://www.earthquakecountry.org/dropcoverholdon
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CITY OF BENICIA JOB OPPORTUNITIES:  The Human Resources Department is 
accepting applications for the following positions:   

• Recreation Leader II – Part Time, closing October 31 
• Police Officer – Lateral, open continuously 

 
To apply, the application and supplemental forms can be filed online at: 
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm. City of Benicia employment 

applications may also be obtained from and must be 
returned to the Human Resources Department at 250 
East L Street, Benicia. 
 
These job opportunities are open to any current City of 
Benicia employees (full or part time) as well as the 
general public. If you know of someone who may be 
interested in applying, please let them know. – Human 
Resources 

 
 

HALLOWEEN LUNCHEON:  The Parks & Community Services 
Department is hosting a Halloween luncheon at the Senior 
Center for active older adults and seniors on Wednesday, 
October 22. Lunch, served at 12 noon, will be catered by 
Venticello’s Italian Cuisine and is $10 per person. Tickets must 
be purchased in advance at the Senior Center Office by Friday, 
October 17. Participants are encouraged to dress in costume. – 
Parks & Community Services 
 
 

SCARECROWS TAKE OVER CITY HALL: Benicia 
Main Street’s annual Scarecrow Contest has 
expanded to City Hall. Businesses in the downtown 
have decorated nearly 90 Scarecrows. More can be 
found in Solano Square, Davies Square, Southampton 
Shopping Center, Columbus Parkway Center, Benicia 
Arsenal. Representing City of Benicia offices are 
Scarecrows at the Library, Fire Department, Police 
Department, Parks & Community Services, and 
Human Resources. In the courtyard of City Hall 
you’ll find Finance’s Betty Boop, City Manager’s 
Office’s Jed, and the Wicked Witch of Justice at the 
City Attorney’s Office/Office of Economic 
Development (shown).  
 
Scarecrows will be on display until Halloween. Vote 
for your favorite where Scarecrows are located for a 
chance to win See’s candy from Benicia Main Street. 
– Economic Development   
 
 

http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm?action=viewJob&jobID=969727&hit_count=yes&headerFooter=1&promo=0&transfer=0&WDDXJobSearchParams=%3CwddxPacket%20version%3D%271%2E0%27%3E%3Cheader%2F%3E%3Cdata%3E%3Cstruct%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27CATEGORYID%27%3E%3Cstring%3E%2D1%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27PROMOTIONALJOBS%27%3E%3Cstring%3E0%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27TRANSFER%27%3E%3Cstring%3E0%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27FIND%5FKEYWORD%27%3E%3Cstring%3E%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3C%2Fstruct%3E%3C%2Fdata%3E%3C%2FwddxPacket%3E
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm?action=viewJob&jobID=328324&hit_count=yes&headerFooter=1&promo=0&transfer=0&WDDXJobSearchParams=%3CwddxPacket%20version%3D%271%2E0%27%3E%3Cheader%2F%3E%3Cdata%3E%3Cstruct%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27CATEGORYID%27%3E%3Cstring%3E%2D1%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27PROMOTIONALJOBS%27%3E%3Cstring%3E0%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27TRANSFER%27%3E%3Cstring%3E0%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3Cvar%20name%3D%27FIND%5FKEYWORD%27%3E%3Cstring%3E%3C%2Fstring%3E%3C%2Fvar%3E%3C%2Fstruct%3E%3C%2Fdata%3E%3C%2FwddxPacket%3E
http://agency.governmentjobs.com/benicia/default.cfm
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COMMUNITY CLEAN UP DAY:  Community Clean Up Day has been set for Saturday, 
November 8, 8:00AM - 1:00PM at Benicia City Cemetery on Riverhill Drive off of East 
2nd Street. 
 
Please join in beautifying the City Cemetery for Veteran's Day. The planning committee 
has outlined projects for all ages and 
ability levels from raking needles and 
leaves, spreading mulch, cleaning 
headstones to mapping Veteran locations 
and placing flags. Talk to your 
neighbors, churches, sport teams, 
organizations, etc., and then contact 
Ashley Howe at 707.746.4283 to 
volunteer. Please RSVP by Friday, October 24 for lunch planning and waiver 
processing. – Parks & Community Services  
 
 

PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK RESULTS:  On Saturday, September 27, the Benicia 
Police Department participated in the Drug Enforcement Administration’s National 
Prescription Drug Take Back event. During the day, 127 residents dropped off a total of 
245 pounds of their unused, expired and unwanted prescription drugs to be destroyed.  
 
Held in the spring and fall, this event is a reminder to residents to not throw expired or 
unused drugs in the garbage or down the toilet to ensure responsible and sustainable land 
use. It also prevents illegal usage and keeps prescription drugs out of the hands of our 
youth. – Police Department 

 

mailto:ahowe@ci.benicia.ca.us
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YOUTH COMMISSION UPDATE:  The Benicia Youth Commission is busy planning for 
their 2014-2015 school 
year. We have a great 
group of students from our 
community participating in 
the Youth Commission 
who attend Benicia High, 
Benicia Middle School, St. 
Patrick-St. Vincent and De 
La Salle High Schools. 
 
Elections took place last 
week at their second 
meeting. Isabelle Briseno 
will be the acting 
Chairperson for the school 
year. She has participated in BYC for more than 3 years and is a junior at Benicia High. 
In addition, Jennie Dilley was elected as Vice Chairperson, Sophia Briseno as Secretary, 
JoJo Erram as Treasurer, Helena Hamed and Kelly Szczepanki as BHS Community 
Affairs officers and Eliot Lowell as Historian officer. They are very busy this month 
planning events and community service projects for the upcoming year. We are fortunate 
to have such an energetic group of youth that want to volunteer and give back to our 
community.  
 
For questions or information on the Benicia Youth Commission, contact Lindsay Dion, 
Recreation Coordinator and BYC Advisor at 707.746.4771. – Parks & Community 
Services 
 
 

COASTAL CLEANUP DAY 2014:  On Saturday, September 20, 601 people volunteered for 
the 30th annual Coastal Cleanup Day in 
Benicia. City staff from the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant and the Corporation Yard 
organized and hosted the event. There 
were 10 cleanup sites each represented by 
a local school, scout troop, or community 
group. Approximately, 3,690 pounds of 
trash was cleaned from Benicia’s streets, 
creeks and beaches. Over 15 miles were 
made trash free for the day. 
 
Some of the more interesting items found 
were an artificial Christmas tree with an 
accompanying wreath, a school chair, and 
nearly 6,000 cigarette butts. Volunteers 
from the Benicia Lions Club hosted a BBQ 

at Ninth Street Beach for nearly 300 people and free ice cream was provided by Umpqua 
Bank. – Public Works 
 
 

mailto:ldion@ci.benicia.ca.us
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SENIOR CAFÉ:  Benicia Parks & Community 
Services began hosting a cafe on Wednesday 
mornings at the Benicia Senior Center from 9:30-
11:30AM. It has become a great meeting spot for 
seniors to come and socialize with friends, catch up 
on news and enjoy coffee and breakfast treats. We 
have newspapers, puzzles, a library of books, and 
card tables set up for games. Feel free to stop by and 
visit with our seniors and enjoy a cup of coffee and 
breakfast treats on Wednesday's! – Parks & 
Community Services 
 

 

 
 

FREE SANDBAGS AVAILABLE FOR THE RAINY SEASON:  As a reminder for the much 
needed rainy season ahead, the Public Works Maintenance Division has set up sandbag 
stations that are available free of charge to residents of Benicia. If you need sandbags to 
prevent flooding from the street into your driveway, garage or home, supplies for 
sandbags are available at two locations:  
 
1. East E Street Parking Lot (may be accessed off of East 2nd Street at Kuhland Alley) 
2. City Corporation Yard (located at 2400 East 
2nd Street - enter the driveway and follow the 
signs at the bottom of the hill to the corner of 
the outer Corporation Yard parking lot.) 
 
Please note that you will have to fill the 
sandbags yourself and are encouraged to take 
only what is needed to protect your property.  
 
If supplies are running low at either of these 
facilities, please contact Kathi Molinar, Sr. 
Administrative Clerk, at 707.746.4296. – 
Public Works 

 

mailto:kmolinar@ci.benicia.ca.us
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~~~ 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published 
twice monthly. Email your questions or comments to edev@ci.benicia.ca.us. For 
additional information on any of the items in this report, please contact one of the 
following departments: 
 
City Manager/Human Resources/I.T./City Clerk:  707.746.4200 
City Attorney:  707.746.4216 
Community Development:  707.746.4280 
Economic Development: 707.746.4202 
Finance Department:  707.746.4225 
Fire Department:  707.746.4275 
Library:  707.746.4343 
Parks & Community Services:  707.746.4285 
Police Department:  707.746.4265 
Public Works:  707.746.4240 

mailto:edev@ci.benicia.ca.us
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bF1F0E405-16B5-4EAD-AF4D-B53318AC0FCE%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b33C7009F-5991-4EDF-AA7D-79384A070122%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bB2E469EC-F506-4270-84C8-80CDCD95A90B%7d
http://www.beniciabusiness.com/
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b58DD8C47-2DC8-4491-B07E-FCBDF4C3B17E%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b58DD8C47-2DC8-4491-B07E-FCBDF4C3B17E%7d
http://www.benicialibrary.org/
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b186EF945-0FD3-4976-8407-1CAF74AE554E%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b7BED096A-5E89-427F-B721-3031DB57BA23%7d
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bC0B2C48B-72F7-4ED7-A513-AFE174FEA78F%7d
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