
   
 

BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

City Hall Commission Room 

Thursday, October 22, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING   

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

Present: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, Macenski, von 

Studnitz, Trumbly and Chair Van Landschoot 

Absent: Commissioner McKee (excused) 
 

Staff Present: Christina Ratcliffe, Community Development Director 

Suzanne Thorsen, Senior Planner 

Victor Randall, Management Analyst Parks & 

Community Services 

Dorothy Dickson-Dodds, Recording Secretary 

 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of the Public 

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

On a motion of Commissioner Macenski and seconded by Commissioner von 

Studnitz, adoption of the Agenda was approved by the following vote: 
 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, Macenski, von Studnitz, Trumbly 

and Chair Van Landschoot 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner McKee 

Abstain: None  

 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT – None. 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT – None. 
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IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On a motion of Commissioner Delgado, seconded by Commissioner Haughey, 

the consent calendar was approved by the following vote:  
 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, Macenski, von Studnitz, Trumbly 

and Chair Van Landschoot 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner McKee 

Abstain: None 
 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 24, 2015 REGULAR MEETING  

 

V. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

A. MILLS ACT CONTRACT FOR 470 WEST J STREET, AFTER A DETERMINATION THAT 

THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM CEQA 

15PLN-00037 Mills Act Contract 

470 West J Street 

APN: 0089-031-030 

 

Ms. Thorsen provided a presentation on the project. 

 

The Commission inquired when the City expects to continue its evaluation 

of the Mills Act program.  Ms. Ratcliffe responded a public workshop will 

be held in early 2016. 

 

The Commission asked various questions about the inclusion of the house 

in the historic district, condition of the garage and the landscaping, and 

urged the homeowner to make electrical repairs a priority.  Commissioners 

discussed whether landscaping should be included in Mills Act work 

programs and the priority that should be assigned to landscape 

improvements. 

 

Public comment was opened. 

 

Bonnie Silviera commented that the applicant is doing a great job on 

rehabilitation of the home and stated that the intent of the Mills Act 

program was to focus work programs on the historic structure.  

 

Public comment was closed.  

 

The Commission expressed support for the application and the work 

program generally, and commented that rear landscaping should not be 
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included in the work program. 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-16 OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL 

AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A MILLS ACT CONTRACT FOR 

THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 470 WEST J STREET (15PLN-00037) 

 

On a motion of Commissioner Delgado, seconded by Commissioner von 

Studnitz, approved the above resolution subject to the conditions that 

work plan revised to add “in kind” to items 3 and 7 relating to siding and 

trim, and to remove rear landscaping, by the following vote:  
 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, Macenski, von Studnitz, 

Trumbly and Chair Van Landschoot 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner McKee 

Abstain: None 

 

B. MILLS ACT CONTRACT FOR 121 EAST J STREET, AFTER A DETERMINATION THAT 

THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM CEQA 

 15PLN-00054 Mills Act Contract  

 121 East J Street 

 APN: 0089-142-070 

 

Ms. Thorsen provided a presentation on the project. 

 

The Commission inquired about the timeline for completion of the work 

plan and discussed the priority of landscape improvements on Mills Act 

work plans.  Commissioners commented that window repairs should be 

prioritized.  The Commission discussed the condition of a tree identified for 

removal in the draft work program.  

 

The applicant was not in attendance to comment. 

 

Commissioner Haughey disclosed ex parte communication with the 

property owner who stated he is open to prioritizing window repair first on 

the Mills Act work plan. 

 

Public Comment open was opened. 

 

A Benicia resident who lives next door to the subject property expressed 

support for the Mills Act application and commented that it would 

support maintenance of the home.  

 

Mr. Randall commented on tree removal permit procedures. 
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The Commission expressed support for the application and the work 

program generally, and discussed reprioritizing the work plan to 

emphasize window repair and removal of a tree, if it would damage the 

home.  

 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-17 OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL 

AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A MILLS ACT CONTRACT FOR 

THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 121 EAST J STREET (15PLN-00054) 

 

On a motion of Commissioner Haughey, seconded by Commissioner von 

Studnitz, the above resolution was approved subject to the conditions 

that the work plan be revised to indicate tree removal if detrimental to 

the structure in 2016; repair broken/cracked windows and pulleys in 2017; 

repair stained glass on front bay window in 2018; and re-landscaping in 

2018 with all else remaining as proposed, by the following vote:  
 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, Macenski, von Studnitz, 

Trumbly and Chair Van Landschoot 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner McKee 

Abstain: None 

 

C. NOMINATION OF THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC DEPOT TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

OF HISTORIC PLACES 

 90 First Street 

 APN: 0080-200-070 

 

Ms. Thorsen provided a brief introduction on the project. 

 

Mr. Randall provided a brief presentation. David Hyde, of the Benicia 

Historical Society, was available for questions. 

 

The Commission inquired as to when the Benicia train depot was built and 

whether the application would limit the use of the building, and offered 

comments for technical corrections to the nomination.  

 

Public comment was opened. 

 

Bonnie Silviera of the Benicia Historical Society commented that the 

nomination was funded through a grant from the Union Pacific Railroad.   
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A Benicia resident inquired about the effectiveness of National Register 

listing.   

 

Mr. Hyde commented on the protections afforded to properties listed on 

the National and California Register of Historic Places.  The Commission 

additionally commented on federal permits and environmental review 

procedures associated with designated historic properties.   

 

Public comment was closed. 

 

The Commission expressed support for the nomination and thanked the 

Historical Society for their efforts. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 15-18 OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW 

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY 

COUNCIL SUPPORT THE NOMINATION OF THE BENICIA SOUTHERN PACIFIC 

DEPOT TO THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

 

On a motion of Commissioner Trumbly, seconded by Commissioner 

Haughey approved the above resolution by the following vote:  
 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, Macenski, von Studnitz, 

Trumbly and Chair Van Landschoot 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner McKee 

Abstain: None 

 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

None. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

Commissioner Haughey requested discussion of window replacement to be 

agendized on a future meeting. 

 

Commissioner Macenski announced a California Preservation Workshop at Mare 

Island on November 4 and 5, 2015. 

 

Commissioner Trumbly announced that October is Archaeology Month and 

described upcoming events.  

 

Chair Van Landschoot commented that the California State Parks and the 

California State Office of Historic Preservation are working toward scheduling a 

workshop in Benicia in March. 
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VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Van Landschoot adjourned the meeting at 7:44p.m. 


