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Welcome to the latest edition of the City Manager's Report  from City of
Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger. The City Manager's Report is published
twice  monthly  highlighting  the  activities  of  the  departments  of  our
full-service city. Previous editions are available on the City of Benicia City
Manager's page.

Please click the Join our Mailing List button in the lower-left to subscribe
to the City Manager's Report and receive important messages from the City
of Benicia and click these links to follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

Brad
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Storm Drain
Detective Work

The City's storm drain system is
designed to prevent flooding by
carrying  storm  runoff  away
from  City  streets.  While
sanitary  waste  is  conveyed  to
the  City's  Wastewater
Treatment  Plant  where
pollutants  are  removed  before
discharge,  the  storm  drain
pipes  carry  water  directly  to
San Francisco Bay without any
treatment.  The  City  has  a
Municipal  System storm water
permit  that  is  designed  to
ensure  that  only  clean  rain
water flows through the  storm
drain system.

In October, employees from the
Engineering and Water Quality
Divisions  of  the  Public  Works
Department  carried  out  some
detective  work  to  make  sure
that  the  environmental
regulations  governing  storm
water  are  being  followed.  The
first  task  was  to  map  the
locations where Benicia's storm
drain system flows into the Bay,
using  a  Geographic  Position
System  (GPS)  to  enter  the
coordinates  of  each  outfall
location  into  a  computer
database,  and  to  photograph
each  location.  26  outfall
locations were mapped into the
database (see the map showing
some locations).
Some of these pipes were hard
to  find!  Some  locations
required climbing on the banks
of  Sulphur  Springs  creek  or
searching through underbrush,
as  in  the  accompanying

Election Results

The results  are  in  from the  November  4  election.  Running  unopposed,
Mark  Hughes  and  Alan  Schwartzman  were  reelected  as  City  Council
Members.  Council  Member  Hughes  appears  to  have  received  the  most
votes and will hold the position as Vice Mayor for the next two years.

Voters  did  not   pass  Measure  B.  The  position  of  City  Treasurer  will
continue to be elected.

Measure C passed. We presented the voters with a choice and they have
chosen to maintain quality  of  life  services  that will  help ensure Benicia
remains a safe place to live with maintained parks, streets and public safety
services, as well as a place where businesses want to locate. The one-cent
on the dollar sales tax increase goes into effect April 1, 2015. The Benicia
City Council voted to fund the following projects in the first two years.

Year 1: FY 2015/2016

Item
Estimated
Cost

Police/Fire  Dispatch  Project:  Replace
outdated  Police/Fire  computer  aided  dispatch
and record management system

$400,000

Fire Equipment: Add Type III "Wildland" Fire
Engine

$292,000

First  Street  Waterfront  Promenade
Railing Project: Replace damaged First Street
promenade safety railing

$150,000

Community  Park  Playground  Project:
Replace  obsolete  Community  Park  Playground
Equipment

$200,000

Benicia  Middle  School  Road  Project:
Repair and asphalt overlay Southampton Road
from  Panorama  along  the  frontage  of  Benicia
Middle  School  to  Hastings  Drive.   Construct
safety  crossing  improvements  for  Benicia
Middle School

$500,000

Industrial Park Road Project:  Engineering
plans  and specifications  for  patch  and asphalt
overlay project on Industrial Way from Teal to
Lake Herman Road

$50,000

Downtown  Sidewalk  Repair  Project:
Repair  sidewalks  in  Downtown  Commercial
District

$100,000

Pothole & Resurfacing Project: Repair 250
damaged  sections  of  roads
(potholes/resurfacing) throughout the City

$200,000

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=f06d16b0-9cfd-480...

2 of 12 9/1/2015 9:11 AM



photograph.

The  next  step  was  to  identify
locations  where  water  was
flowing even in the dry season,
made even drier by the drought.
Samples  were  collected  at  10
locations  and  analyzed  at
Benicia's  Water  Quality
Laboratory.  Once  the  data  has
been reviewed, the next chapter
in  this  detective  story  will
involve  finding  out  where  this
non-storm  water  is  coming
from - whether from irrigation
run-off,  leaking drinking water
pipes,  or  inappropriate
discharges  to  the  storm  drain
system.- Public Works

East 2nd Street
Overlay Project

Construction  on  the  East
Second  Street  Overlay  Project
has  begun.  This  project  will
patch  and  resurface  East
Second  Street  along  three

Storm  Water  Management  &  Flood
Mitigation Plan:  Develop  a  plan  to  address
the  City's  storm  water  management  and  flood
prevention

$100,000

Total: $1,992,000

Year 2: FY 2016/2017

Item
Estimated
Cost

Police Equipment:  Replace outdated police
radios

$80,000

Fire Equipment: Replace Type I Fire Engine $448,491

James  Lemos  Swim  Center  Repair
Project: Repair Pool Deck and Restrooms

$400,000

Industrial  Park Road Project:  Patch  and
asphalt overlay on Industrial Way from Teal to
Lake Herman Road

$1,000,000

Total: $1,928,491

I  want  to  thank  staff  for  their  hard  work  in  getting  information  about
Measure C out. While the recent citizen survey estimated a 64% level of
support for the sales tax increase, we would have never been successful
without staff's work and the work of our board and commission members
to communicate the importance of Measure C in helping to preserve the
quality of our services.

I  want  to  also  recognize  our  employees  who  despite  taking  significant
compensation  cuts  understood  that  to  get  Measure  C  passed  it  was
important to address the citizen's needs first. In the recent resident survey,
97%  responded  that  they  thought  their  quality  of  life  in  Benicia  was
Excellent/Good. That is a reflection on the hard work and dedication of
staff to the organization and the citizens of Benicia.

Finally,  I  want  to  recognize  the  City  Council  for  their  leadership  and
willingness to take on a tough issue and see it through to the end. This was
truly a team effort. - City Manager

Holiday Closure

Benicia City Offices, the Benicia
Community  Center  and  the
Benicia  Public  Library  will  be
closed  Tuesday,  November
11  in  observance  of  Veteran's
Day.  Requests  for  emergency
water and sewer service may be
made  at  the  Benicia  Police
Department, 200 East L Street
or 707.745.3411.
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sections:

-East O Street to Military East
leading to the downtown

-East S Street to approximately
300 ft. north of the Corporation
Yard  entrance  to  support
adjacent residential areas, and

-The  eastern  abutment  of  the
East Second Street Bridge over
West Channel Road to just east
of  Reservoir  Road  in  the
industrial park.

This  $600,000  project  is
funded primarily with a federal
Local  Streets  and  Roads  grant
and  is  being  constructed  by
MCK Services, Inc. of Concord,
who  was  the  low  bidder.  -
Public Works

Quick Links

City of Benicia

Economic Development

Visit Benicia

Benicia Library

Benicia Saves Water

Sustainable Benicia

On  Sunday,  November  9,  1:00-5:00PM  there  will  be  a  Veteran's
Appreciation Day celebration in City Park at First & Military West. There
will be hamburgers, hotdogs & live music celebrating local veterans. The
FREE event is sponsored by Downtown Benicia Alliance. - City Manager's
Office

A Rescue of a Different Kind

On  October  26,  the
Benicia Fire Department
responded  to  a  call  on
Hanlon Way reporting a
fawn  stuck  in  a
homeowner's iron fence.
Calls had been made to
other  agencies,  but  no
immediate  help  was  on
the way.

The  Benicia  Fire
Department arrived and
found  the  fawn  trying
desperately  to  get
through  the  fence;
however,  its  back  hips
were  stuck between the
iron bars. The fawn was
frantically  rubbing  its
fur off causing raw spots
from  the  continued
attempts  to  get  free.
Knowing  that  waiting
any longer would result
in  more  injury  to  the

fawn, the Fire Department crew took action. Using a blanket to cover and
hold the fawn down, the crew used their hydraulic spreaders, also known
as the "Jaws of Life," to open the bars wide enough for the fawn to run free
without apparent injury.

The Fire Department subsequently received an email  from the property
owner who was very appreciative of  the firefighters who arrived on the
scene  to  resolve  the  unusual  situation.  With  respect  to  the  firefighters'
efforts she stated, "I have to tell you that they were amazing. They were
able  to  free  the  animal  which  went  running  up  Hanlon  Way  after  the
ordeal." - Fire Department

Benicia Named Best City
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Email your questions or
comments to

edev@ci.benicia.ca.us or
call 707.746.4202

Benicia  was named the 12th best  city  in  Northern California  for  young
families. According to Nerdwallet.com, they crunched the numbers to find
the best place in Northern California for families when they make one of
the biggest decisions of their life - where to raise their kids.

Of the top 20 cities they've found for young families in Northern California,
nearly half are east of San Francisco, in the East Bay, which is known for
sun,  schools  and  access  to  San  Francisco  culture  and  jobs  and  also  to
Silicon Valley tech companies.

They isolated three factors that matter most to families no matter where
they decide to live:
1. Public school excellence. For school quality, they gathered GreatSchools
data, which compares students' test scores and other statewide data and
ranks schools on a 1-10 scale, with 10 as the highest rating.
2.  Home  affordability.  Using  U.S.  Census  Bureau  data,  they  weighed
median  home  values  and  monthly  homeownership  costs,  including
mortgage payments,  real estate taxes,  insurance costs,  utilities,  fuel  and
other bills. Places with more affordable homes had higher scores.
3. Growth and prosperity. They assessed a place's economy using census
figures that detailed median household incomes from 2012, and long-term
income growth since 1999. - Economic Development

Personnel News

 Nicole  Armstrong  in  the  new
Senior  Account  Clerk  in  the
Finance  Department.  She
started  on  October  20  and
replaces  Johnna  Sharples  who
retired  after  25+  years.  Nicole
has over 17 years of accounting
experience,  most  recently  at
Bio-Rad  Laboratories.  Nicole  is
married  and  is  from  a  large
family  making  her  the  proud
aunt  to  many  nieces  and
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nephews, whom she loves to spoil then send back home.

For those who knew that Butterfingers were the way to Johnna's heart,
Nicole is fond of KitKat bars!

The City Manager has appointed
Joseph  Kreins  at  Interim  Chief
of  Police  while  the  search
begins  for  a  replacement  for
Andrew Bidou. Chief Kreins is a
second generation Police Officer
with more than 35 years of law
enforcement  experience  in
California. He previously served
as the Police Chief in the City of
Vallejo for 2 ½ years, Novato for
7  ½  years,  and  the  City  of

Sausalito, CA for 3 ½ years after 17 years with the City of Concord. He also
served as a Police Officer in the City of Sausalito. Chief Kreins is married
with two children and two grandchildren.

Anthony  Valdes  in  the  new
College  Intern  at  the  Benicia
Police  Department.  Anthony
grew up in Benicia and attended
Benicia  High  School.  He  has
worked  part-time  at  City  of
Benicia  Parks  Deparment  Kids
Kaleidoscope  Program  as  a
senior staff recreation leader for
the past six years.

Once  Anthony  completes  the
136  internship  hours  required,
he  will  graduate  from  Napa  Valley  College  with  a  degree  in  Criminal
Justice. He plans to attend Napa's Police Academy in the spring.

Anthony will be assigned to patrol for ride alongs for the majority of his
time  but  will  also  spend  time  in  the  various  divisions  within  the
department.

Shannon  Rivers  is  the  new
CivicSpark  AmeriCor  Member
contracted  to  aid  the  City's
Economic  Development  and
Climate  Action  Plan  efforts.  She
will  be  working  primarily  on  the
Business  Resources  Incentive
Program in the Office of Economic
Development.

Shannon   received  her
undergraduate  degree  at  San
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Diego  State  and  her  Master   of
Environmental  Science  and
Management at UC Santa Barbara.

She lives in Benicia and enjoys commuting to City Hall by bike but finds
the ride home a little challenging! 

Please join me in welcoming Nicole, Joe, Anthony and Shannon to the City
of Benicia family.- City Manager

AAA VIA Magazine iPad App

Via Magazine has announced that Benicia has been selected as one of its
Road Trip Destinations in its new iPad app. The app features not to miss
locations and great photos. VIA will be issuing a press release in the next
few  weeks.  Download  the  app  here  then  find  you  way  to  Benicia.  -
Economic Development

SolTrans Senior Fare

Starting in November 2014, Seniors traveling off-peak hours now pay a
reduced fare on Benicia Dial-A-Ride. Senior Dial-A-Ride Fare (65+) will be
$1  one-way  cash  fare  during  the  off-peak  hours  (10:00AM  -  3:00PM)
during weekdays and ALL day Saturday. Click here for more information. -
City Manager's Office

BPOA Golf Tournament

Benicia  Police  Officers  Association  sponsored  their  17th  annual  golf
tournament on Friday, October 24 at Eagle Vine Country Club. 65 golfers
participated in this year's fundraising event and had a great time. Proceeds
from this event go to sponsor a number of youth activities in Benicia. -
Police Department
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Naveed Ashraf, Rick Knight, Heather McLaughlin and her husband Jon
Westmoreland. Heather and Rick tied for the best fancy golf pants!

New Art in Council Chambers

Arts  Benicia  Presents  Sumi  Ink,
Brush:  A  Humble  Journey
exhibition by artist Jan Radesky in
the Council Chambers at City Hall
through January 26, 2015.

About  the  artist:  Through  high
school and college art courses, and
many  workshops,  Jan  Radesky
found  that  she  loved  to  work  in
textiles,  paper,  wood  and
watercolor.  She  is  a  watercolorist
and  traditional  Chinese  Brush
artist,  along  with  being  a  quilter,
seamstress,  fabric  and
collage/assemblage artist.

Meet  the  artist  at  the  Artist
Reception Friday, November 14,
5:00-8:00  PM  in  the  Benicia  City  Council  Chambers.  The  reception  is
generously sponsored by the Benicia Arts and Culture Commission. - City
Manager's Office

Hazardous Material Railcar Emergencies
Joint Agency First Responder Training

During  the  week  of  October  20,  the  Benicia  Fire  Department,  in
conjunction with the Valero Benicia Refinery Fire Department, hosted a
series  of  regional  training  exercises  for  fire  personnel  from throughout

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=f06d16b0-9cfd-480...

8 of 12 9/1/2015 9:11 AM



Solano  County.  Union  Pacific  Railroad  provided  a  training  car  that  is
designed with all of the potential valve configurations that exist on various
rail cars. The car is specially designed to allow air and water to be used to
pressurize various valves and other portions of the car to simulate that it is
leaking  product.  This  allowed  personnel  to  make  realistic  decisions  on
what  steps  they  would  take  to  resolve  the  issue  using  their  cadre  of
available tools. It also allowed them to determine the additional resources
they might request for a particular incident. Union Pacific also had one of
their  Hazardous  Materials  Managers  on  site  throughout  the  training  to
provide  technical  expertise  with  respect  to  dealing  with  an  incident
involving a rail car.

The  training  was  provided  to  approximately  150  emergency  response
personnel  from  agencies  including  Dixon,  Vacaville,  Fairfield,  Cordelia,
Vallejo,  Benicia,  and  the  Valero  Benicia  Refinery  Fire  Department.  In
addition, the Solano County Hazardous Materials Response Team, which is
a regional team comprised of members from various fire departments, was
also  a  participant  in  the  training.  This  was  a  great  opportunity  for  the
members  of  various  agencies  to  work  together  on  exercises  to  enhance
their skill levels. This entire project would not have been successful without
the  support  of  the  Valero  Refinery  and  Union  Pacific  Railroad.-  Fire
Department
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New Clipper Card Available

Starting  Monday,  November  3  the
Clipper smart transit card is now available
in Napa and Solano Counties.

Clipper  is  an  all-in-one  transit  card  that
keeps track of any passes and cash value
that  you  load  onto  it,  while  applying  all
applicable  fares,  discounts  and  transfer
rules. This lets you customize your card for
your  own  transit  needs.  A  Clipper  card
makes  boarding  faster,  eliminates  the
need  to  carry  exact  change,  and  can  be
registered for added protection in case it's
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lost.

You  may  use  Clipper  on  many  public
transit services all over the San Francisco
Bay Area, including BART. The newly participating transit agencies include
SolTrans, Fairfield and Suisun Transit (FAST), Vacaville City Coach, and
the Napa VINE.

SolTrans  will  sell  Clipper  "Cash  Value"  and  31-day  Local  and  31-day
Multi-Zone bus passes. Click here for more information on Clipper. Clipper
cards  are  available  for  purchase  and/or  adding  value  at  these  SolTrans
locations:

Vallejo Transit Center - 311 Sacramento Street
Vallejo Ferry Ticket Office - 289 Mare Island Way

Clipper is also available from the following Benicia & Vallejo retailers:

Raley's, 890 Southampton Road, Benicia
Walgreens, 2647 Springs Road, Vallejo
Walgreens, 1050 Redwood Street, Vallejo

Get your Clipper card today! - City Manager's Office

2015 Love Poetry Event

The annual Love Poetry event honoring the love affair of early California's
Concepcion Argüello and Russia's Nikolai Rezanov with poetry has been
going on since 2004. It's time to submit those original, unpublished love
poems  for  the  next  Love  Poetry  Contest.  Deadline  to  submit  poems  is
Sunday, November 30.

All  forms of  poetry  will  be  accepted,  including  poems self-published in
chapbooks. However, please send no poems that have appeared in other
publications. Poems need not be about Concepćion and Nikolai but can be
about love and lovers in general.

Prize winning and honorable mention poems may be published in local
media  and  in  current  and  future  "Benicia  Love  Poetry"  chapbooks,
anthologies and contest celebration materials. Permission for such use is
given by the poem's author by submitting work to this contest.

Born in Yerba Buena, Concepćion died in Benicia, a beloved nun. After she
and Nikolai fell in love, he returned to Russia to get official permission to
wed  his  California  sweetheart  but  died  before  he  reached  home.  Learn
more  about  their  romantic  story,  one  that  inspired  novels,  songs  and
poems, at: tinyurl.com/3gankrx

PRIZES 2015
* 1st Prize: $50 plus poet's name inscribed on loving cup displayed at the
Benicia Historical Museum
* 2nd Prize: $30
* 3rd Prize: $20

Email up to three single page (8.5 x 11) love poems, copy/pasted into the
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body of the email. Include in the email: Your name, mailing address and 
telephone  number.  On  the  subject  line  write:  "Benicia  Love  Poem
Submission" - email to jelyabc13@yahoo.com

The 2015  event  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  February 15  at  the  Benicia
Historical Museum, 2060 Camel Road. - Library

Email  your  questions  or  comments  to  City  Manager  Brad  Kilger  at
edev@ci.benicia.ca.us. For additional information on any of the items in this
report, please contact one of the following departments:

City Manager/Human Resources/I.T./City Clerk: 707.746.4200
City Attorney: 707.746.4216
Community Development: 707.746.4280
Economic Development: 707.746.4202
Finance Department: 707.746.4225
Fire Department: 707.746.4275
Library: 707.746.4343
Parks & Community Services: 707.746.4285
Police Department: 707.746.4265
Public Works: 707.746.4240
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