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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
~~~ 

NOVEMBER 5, 2012 
 

For additional information on any of the items in this report, please see Contact List at the end of this report. 
-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   - 

 

ELECTION DAY:  Tuesday, November 6 is Election 
Day.  If you haven’t done so already, get out and vote.   
 

To cast your ballot, check online for the location of your 
polling place or take your Vote by Mail ballot to any 
Benicia polling Place.  While there are no local items 
being decided in this election, the City Clerk is always 
glad to answer your questions.  Call the City Clerk’s 
Office at 707.746.4200.  – City Clerk 
 
 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE REMINDER:  This year’s Holiday Open House promises to be a 
spectacular night.   This year’s event will be on the last Friday in 
November (November 30) starting at 6:00 pm.  This is the night 
when First Street is closed to traffic; merchants open their 
doors, offer treats, and show off their holiday goods while 
costumed carolers sing traditional holiday music.  Not only will 
strollers be treated to live entertainment, wagon rides, and wine 
tasting along with the traditional holiday tree lighting but for the 
first time, every tree from the top of First Street down to the 
holiday tree will be lit with the twinkling lights that will remain all 
year.  Take advantage of the event to meet friends and family in Downtown Benicia and 
start your holiday season. – Economic Development   
 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  The latest edition of the Benicia 
Police Department Monthly Report has been published and is on the City’s 

website (www.ci.benicia.ca.us) under City Departments, Police, Annual 
& Monthly Reports.  The report provides information on Crime 

Statistics, Community Service, Professional Development, and an 
interesting Monthly Case Summary.  Check it out. – Police Department 
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AUTHOR TALK - SHELDON SIEGEL AT THE LIBRARY: Mystery author Sheldon Siegel 
will be at the Benicia Public Library to discuss his new stand-alone mystery "The 
Terrorist Next Door", which takes place in Chicago. Mr. Siegel is also the author of the 
very popular Mike Daley/Rosie Fernandez mystery series that takes place in San 
Francisco.  Join the discussion on Tuesday, November 13 at 7:00 pm. - Library  

 

 
REMINDER - CITY OFFICES CLOSED:  City Administrative 
Offices and the Library will be closed on Monday, November 
12, in observance of Veteran’s Day.  Requests for emergency 
water and sewer service may be made through the Benicia 
Police Department, 200 East L Street or 745.3412. – City 
Manager’s Office 
 
 
JACK-O-LANTERN CONTEST AND SCARY STORIES:  The 
Library's 16th annual Jack-
o-Lantern Contest was 
held on Monday, October 

29.  While the judges were choosing the winners, 
very scary stories were told to brave children (ages 8 
and up) and less scary store were related to younger 
children. The contest was open to everyone, 
including teens and adults, to show off their carving 
skills. - Library  
 
 
ARBOR DAY EVENT AT CITY PARK:  On Saturday, October 20, the Parks & Community 

Services Department and the Benicia Tree 
Foundation celebrated Arbor Day at City Park.  
The event was well attended and had a wide 
variety of information and booths to educate 
citizens.  Information about trees and their care, 
tree planting and guided tree walks were 
available.  Two iPads were awarded to students 
who won the picture and writing contest. – Parks 
& Community Services 
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FREE WORKSHOP - TO CHANGE OR NOT TO CHANGE: The Benicia Public Library hosts 
a free workshop on Wednesday, November 7 at 7:00 pm, TO CHANGE OR NOT TO 
CHANGE - CREATING A PLAN.  We can learn something in a few minutes and then 
take a lifetime to try to change it.  This workshop helps to clarify how and why this 
happens and why it is so difficult to change.  Stephen Dubrofsky, M.A., M.E.d will 
discuss changes in your life. – Library 
 

DOG TURF RENOVATION:  Phenix Community Dog Park is getting a needed renovation.  
Already completed during the week of October 29, staff raised trees for pedestrian 
clearance, added decomposed granite in low areas, and aerated and re-seeded the entire 
turf area. 
 

Upcoming, a portion of the large dog park will be closed October 29 - December 14 for 
turf renovation.  During that time, portions of the turf may be very wet.  Please do your 
part by keeping your pets out of the closed area during this process.  We understand that 
this will be an inconvenience.  Staff will do everything possible to expedite re-opening 
the park.  Thanks to all of our dog friends and their owners for your patience and 
cooperation during this process. – Park & Community Services 
 
 
TRUNK OR TREAT 2012:  On October 31, the Benicia Fire Department participated in the 

3rd Annual Halloween Trunk 
or Treat event organized by 
Northgate Christian 
Fellowship Church.  This 
annual event is held in the 
parking lot of Solano Square 
Shopping Center and is 
designed to be a safe way for 
kids and families to collect 
candy, enjoy costume contests 
and play carnival games.  This 
year’s event drew over 4,800 
people and the Fire 
Department was glad to 

participate. – Fire Department 
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BENICIA EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM (BERT) PARTICIPATES IN SOLANO COUNTY 

CERT DRILL:  On Saturday, October 20, BERT members responded with mutual aid to 
Solano Community College to assist faculty, students and visitors trapped and injured in 
the aftermath of an earthquake.  This was the scenario of the annual countywide 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) drill.   Responders practiced disaster 
response, lifesaving skills such as first aid, medical triage, fire control using portable fire 
extinguishers, securing natural gas lines and extracting people from rubble piles.  
Division Chief Nicolas Thomas transported the BERT disaster response trailer to the drill 
and assisted with logistical support.  Larry Whitney, BERT Chief, managed operations 
and provided direction to all CERT/BERT member responders.  Benicia residents 
interested in learning more about disaster preparedness can visit the BERT web page. – 
Fire Department 
 
 
BENICIA COMMUNITY CENTER GIRL SCOUT TOUR:  Benicia Parks & Community 
Services Superintendent Rick Knight gave Girl Scout Troop 20076 a tour of the newly 
renovated Benicia Community 
Center.   They were most 
interested in the use of recycled 
materials and all of the energy 
efficient ways the building was 
designed.  The Troop walked 
the facility and grounds with 
Mr. Knight as he answered 

their questions.   The Girl 
Scouts of Troop 20076 had a 
great afternoon of learning. – 
Parks & Community Services  
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CITIZEN RECOGNITION CEREMONY:  On October 22, the Benicia Fire Department 
recognized Benicia 
resident Richard 
DeGraffenreid for his 
heroic actions on 
August 11.  Albert 
Carrillo, a 75-year-old 
resident of Newark, 
CA, was attending a 
garage sale and 
collapsed in Mr. 

DeGraffenreid’s driveway.  By 
calling 911 and starting CPR 
immediately, the Benicia Fire 
Department was able to continue 
life-saving efforts after arrival 
and during Mr. Carrillo’s 
transport to the hospital.  Albert 
Carillo made a fully recovery 
from this significant medical 
event, and was able to attend the 
ceremony where he thanked Mr. 
DeGraffenreid and the Benicia 
Fire Department in person. 
 

To take a CPR training/certification course or just a refresher contact the American Red 
Cross or consider becoming a member of the Benicia Emergency Response Team 
(BERT).  You just never know when you’ll need it.  Just ask Mr. DeGraffenried and Mr. 
Carrillo! – Fire Department 
 
 
JOB OPENINGS:  The City of Benicia Human Resources Department announces the 
following positions open to current employees and the general public: 
 

 Recreation Leader II - Youth Basketball League in the Parks & Community 
Services.  This is a continuous opening with first review of applications occurring 
November 7. 

 There is also an opening for Police Officer-
Lateral.  This position is open continuously. 

– Human Resources 
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VOLUNTEERS HELP BENICIA POLICE DEPARTMENT CELEBRATE RED RIBBON WEEK:  
The Parks & Community Services Administrative Team - Martha Core, Debbi Bray and 

Megan Beemon assisted Patti Baron of the 
Benicia Police Department by cutting 200 red 
ribbons for trees on First Street in preparation 
for Red Ribbon Week, October 23-31.   
 
On Friday, October 19, Youth Commission 
members led by Ashley Howe, Recreation 
Supervisor, then tied the red ribbons on the 
trees down First Street. Youth Commissioners 
also passed out red wristbands to friends at 
school to share the message of Red Ribbon 
Week.  
 

Red Ribbon Week is a drug prevention and education campaign that commemorates the 
ultimate sacrifice made by Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) Special Agent Enrique 
"Kiki" Camarena, who died at the hands of drug traffickers in Mexico while fighting the 
battle against illegal drugs to keep our country and children safe. – Parks & Community 
Services 
 
BENICIA POLICE AND BENICIA PD YOUTH ACTION COALITION PARTICIPATE IN  
RED RIBBON WEEK:  The Benicia Police Department and the Benicia Youth Action 
Coalition joined forces to support Red Ribbon Week.  There were a number of 
community and school activities promoting a drug free community.   
 
The national Red Ribbon 
Campaign continues the 
tradition of displaying Red 
Ribbons as a symbol of 
intolerance toward the use 
of drugs.  In support of Red 
Ribbon Week, members of 
the Benicia Police 
Department’s Youth Action 
Coalition and members of 
the City of Benicia Youth 
Commission tied red 
ribbons around trees, light 
poles and street signs up and 
down First Street.  During 
this week, members of the 
Benicia Police Department 
displayed red ribbons from 
the antennas of all police vehicles and wore red ribbons on their uniforms.  The Benicia 
Youth Action Coalition, along with support of the Solano County Board of Supervisors 
Reducing Rates Program, provided red ribbon wrist bands to high school students.  – 
Police Department   
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REPLACEMENT ROOF:  The roof on the exterior restroom at the Benicia Capitol State 
Historic Park has been 
removed and replaced with 
composition shingles.  This 
long-anticipated project was 
completed by the California 
Department of Parks and 
Recreation. – Parks & 
Community Services   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BENICIA POLICE CONDUCT BIKE RODEO AT JOE HENDERSON ELEMENTARY:  On 
October 26, members of the Benicia Police Department Traffic Unit conducted a bicycle 
safety rodeo at Joe Henderson Elementary School.  This project is funded through the 
Solano County Safe Routes to School Program.  Tracy Nachand, Solano County Health 
Department, arrived with the Safe Routes to School mobile bike trailer and conducted 
safety inspections of participant’s bikes and the bike helmets they wore.  If a participant 
did not have a bike, one was provided.  If the participant had a helmet that was not safe or 
did not fit correctly, helmets were provided for the children to keep.  The main focus of 
this event is to promote bike safety and the wearing of bike helmets.  Officers from the 
Benicia PD explained basic “rules of the road” and provided safety tips when riding 
bikes.  Several parents and teachers from Joe Henderson also assisted to make this a 
successful event.  After completing the bike and helmet safety inspection and learning 
some of the rules of the road, the participants rode through several fun bike safety 
courses.  Traffic Officer Mark Simonson was responsible for coordinating this event.  He 
was assisted by Animal Control Officer Darlene Jelonek, Volunteer Jay Colvin and Lt. 
Scott Przekurat. – Police Department 
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HAPPY HALLOWEEN FROM THE PARKS & COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT:  Staff 
has been busy decorating and getting in the spirit of Halloween.  With the wide variety of 
ages, classes and programs at the Benicia Community Center, all of staff has been getting 
crafty making handmade decorations to make 
October visits to the Community Center something 
special.  Special thanks go to Megan Beemon, 
Brittany Silva and all of the children who helped us 
make bats, ghosts, and witches, etc.  Staff hosted 
Trick or Treating and a Halloween Parade for our 
Tiny Tots preschool on Tuesday, October 30 and 
Wednesday, October 31.  Parents, seniors and staff 
all enjoyed seeing the preschoolers dressed up in 
their costumes.  
  

Our after school program also 
enjoyed Halloween.  Kids K had 
a "Haunted Circus" developed 
by Recreation Leaders for this 
years' haunted house.  Staff and 
Youth Commissioners created a 
haunted walking experience 
through two activity rooms and a 
tented walkway. Roughly 90-
100 participants, grades 1-8 
were welcomed by a creepy ring 
leader and invited to experience 
sideshow characters like the 
bearded lady, a half-man/half-
dog, Siamese twins, and other 
surprise visitors. – Parks & 
Community Services 
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BENICIA PD VOLUNTEERS ATTEND CONFERENCE:  On Tuesday, October 16, members 
of the Benicia Police Department Volunteers in Policing (VIPS) unit attended the 13th 

Annual Law Enforcement Volunteers of 
California (LEVOC) annual conference 
in Lodi.  Benicia PD’s very own Patti 
Baron serves on the LEVOC Board of 
Directors and has assisted with 
coordinating the conference since 2004.  
She has previously served as President 
and is currently the Association’s 
Treasurer.  At this year’s event, 
approximately 47 different California 
law enforcement agencies sent over 475 
patrol volunteers to the conference.  
Benicia PD was represented by seven of 

our patrol volunteers including Volunteers Bruce Shea, Julian England, Dick Meyer, Art 
Mayoff, and Ron “Doc” Uhlman.   Members of the Benicia PD VIP program handled the 
conference registration.  Volunteers Cathy and Bruce Shea entered all of the registration 
data on a spreadsheet and provided the various reports needed to make this event a huge 
success.  
 

This year the attendees were treated to outstanding classes and law enforcement 
instructors: 
* Keynote Speaker:  Lt. Jennifer Freeworth, Sacramento Sheriff's Office * Patrol 
Tactics:  Geoff Winford, Retired Officer-Sac PD * Drugs/Gangs: Detective Doug 
Patterson-Butte County SO & Jake Hancock, Investigator-Butte Co DA office * Human 
Trafficking: Mandy Larsen, Intelligence Analyst-California State Threat Assessment 
Center * Cyber Crimes: Detective Dave Olsen, Sacramento Co SO * Verbal Judo: Officer 
Aaron Love-Vacaville PD 
 

The Benicia PD Volunteers are a very valuable asset to the City of Benicia.  
Congratulations on a successful conference! 
  

~~~ 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia City Manager Brad Kilger is published before each 
City Council meeting on the first and third Tuesday of the month.  For additional information on any of 
the items in this report, please contact one of the following departments: 

 
City Manager/Human Resources/Economic Development/I.T.:  707.746.4200 
City Attorney:  707.746.4216 
Community Development:  707.746.4280 
Finance Department:  707.746.4225 
Fire Department:  707.746.4275 
Library:  707.746.4343 
Parks & Community Services:  707.746.4285 
Police Department:  707.746.4265 
Public Works:  707.746.4240 


