
 
 

BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION  

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

City Hall Council Chambers 

Thursday, November 14, 2013  

7:00 P.M. 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

Present:   Commissioners Cohen-Grossman, Dean, Oakes, Smith, 

Sprague, Young, and Chair Sherry 

Absent:   None 

 

Staff Present:  Brad Kilger, City Manager 

Amy Million, Principal Planner 

Kat Wellman, Contract City Attorney 

Kathy Trinque, Recording Secretary 

 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public  

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

On motion of Commissioner Cohen-Grossman seconded by Commissioner Dean, 

the agenda was adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Cohen-Grossman, Dean, Oakes, Smith, Sprague, 

Young, and Chair Sherry 

Noes:  None 

Absent: None  

Abstain: None 

 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

A.  WRITTEN 

None. 
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B.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Commissioner Smith asked that the Commission vote on each item separately 

since she was not present at the October meeting. 

 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 10, 2013 REGULAR MEETING 

On motion of Commissioner Dean, seconded by Commissioner Sprague, the 

minutes were adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Cohen-Grossman, Dean, Oakes, Sprague, Young and 

Chair Sherry 

Noes:  None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: Commissioner Smith  

 

B. PLANNING COMMISSION HEARING CALENDAR FOR 2014 

On a motion of Commission Cohen-Grossman, seconded by Commissioner 

Young, the calendar was adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Cohen-Grossman, Dean, Oakes, Smith, Sprague, 

Young and Chair Sherry 

Noes:  None 

Absent: None 

Abstain: None 

 

Commissioner Cohen-Grossman stated for the record that due to a schedule conflict, 

she will not be present at the March 13, 2014 Planning Commission meeting. 

 

V. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

  

A. DESIGNATION OF A CONTRIBUTING STRUCTURE TO THE DOWNTOWN 

HISTORIC DISTRICT FOR 251 WEST G STREET, AFTER DETERMINATION THAT THE 

PROJECT IS CATEGORICALLY EXEMPT FROM CEQA   

13PLN-00024 Mills Act 

251 West G Street, APN: 0089-111-130 

 

Amy Million, Principal Planner, provided an overview of the project.  

 

Commissioner Smith asked questions concerning the application review 

process, the criteria for selecting the architects and application fee 

requirement. 
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Commission Young asked a follow-up question about this building’s history 

and inclusion in the Downtown Historic Conservation Plan. 

 

Ms. Million responded to the Commissioners’ questions providing an 

overview of the application review process, survey requirements, fee 

requirement; she clarified the renovation history to this building and how 

that related to the various surveys completed for this property.  

 

Chair Sherry opened the public hearing. 

 

Jack Maccoun, applicant, thanked the HPRC, Historical Society and staff 

for their assistance with this application.  He explained the building’s 

history, his renovation work, and the process he followed to apply for this 

request. 

 

Commissioner Smith asked if the applicant was planning to do more work 

on the home. 

 

Mr. Maccoun responded that the work planned would be primarily to 

maintain the property. 

 

Chair Sherry asked the applicant a clarifying question concerning the 

applicant’s intention when he bought this house. 

 

Public hearing closed. 

 

No further questions or discussion was held. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 13-10 OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 

BENICIA RECOMMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL AMEND THE DOWNTOWN 

HISTORIC CONSERVATION PLAN TO LIST 251 WEST G STREET AS A 

CONTRIBUTING BUILDING TO THE DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT (13PLN-

00024). 

 

On a motion of Commissioner Young, seconded by Commissioner Cohen-

Grossman the above Resolution was adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Cohen-Grossman, Dean Oakes, Smith, Sprague, 

Young and Chair Sherry 

Noes:   None 

Absent:  None 

Abstain:  None 
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VI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

 None. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

Commissioner Oakes asked how many Mills Act contracts the City currently has. 

  

 Ms. Million responded that we currently have 33 – if this one is approved the City 

will have 34. 

 

Commissioner Dean asked for a status update on the EIR for the Valero Crude by 

Rail project. 

 

Ms. Million responded that staff is working on this item and are close to having 

everything that the City needs. Once all the information is submitted a public 

review draft of the EIR will be available within about a month, but not before the 

end of the year. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner adjourned the meeting at 7:35 pm.  

 


