
   
 

BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

City Hall Commission Room 

Thursday, November 19, 2015 

6:30 P.M. 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING   

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

Present: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, McKee, Trumbly, 

von Studnitz and Chair Van Landschoot 

Absent: Commissioner Macenski 
 

Staff Present: Amy Million, Principal Planner/Recording Secretary 

 Amy Iungerich, Assistant Planner  

 Diane Smikahl, Library Director 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of the Public 

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

On a motion of Commissioner Trumbly, and seconded by Commissioner 

Delgado, adoption of the Agenda was approved by the following vote: 
 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, McKee, Trumbly, von Studnitz 

and Chair Van Landschoot 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner Macenski 

Abstain: None  

 

III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT – None. 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT – None. 

 

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On a motion of Commissioner Delgado, seconded by Commissioner Haughey, 
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the consent calendar was approved by the following vote:  
 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, McKee, Trumbly, von Studnitz 

and Chair Van Landschoot 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner Macenski 

Abstain: None 

 

A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF OCTOBER 22, 2015 REGULAR MEETING  

 

V. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 Chair Van Landschoot recused himself noting staff’s recommendation due to his 

association with the Benicia State Capitol and State Parks. 

A. JOIN  THE ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION AND RECOMMEND PLACEMENT 

OF A TILE BY GUILLERMO WAGNER GRANIZO ADJACENT TO THE HISTORIC 

CAPITOL BUILDING 

 

Ms. Million introduced Ms. Smikahl who presented the proposal. 

 

The Commission asked various questions regarding the location, 

maintenance and liability, the inclusion of a dedication plaque, size of the 

tile, a potential State Parks project for a new walkway in the area, and the 

process for donating art to the City. 

 

Public comment was opened. No public comment. 

 

 Public comment was closed.  

 

The Commission asked various questions regarding maintenance. 

Commissioner Haughey expressed concern about placement of the tile 

and maintenance issues stating that donation to the Benicia Historic 

Museum would be better.   

 

On a motion of Commissioner Delgado, seconded by Commissioner 

Trumbly, the Commission agreed to join the Arts and Culture Commission’s 

recommendation of the placement of the tile by the following vote:  
 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, McKee, Trumbly and von Studnitz 

Noes:  Commissioner Haughey 

Absent: Commissioner Macenski 

Abstain: Chair Van Landschoot 

 

Chair Van Landschoot returned at 6:54 p.m. 
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B. DESIGN REVIEW TO REPLACE TEN (10) WINDOWS AND ONE (1) PATIO DOOR 

AND INSTALL EIGHT (8) NEW WINDOWS ON THE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE 

AT 165 EAST G STREET, AFTER A DETERMINATION THAT THE PROJECT IS 

EXEMPT FROM CEQA 

15PLN-00048 Design Review 

165 East G Street 

APN: 0089-341-14 

 

Ms. Million introduced Amy Iungerich to the Commission.  

 

Ms. Iungerich presented the project. 

 

The Commission request clarification on the process for design review for 

non-historic structures and the proposed window materials. 

 

Howard Buchannan, property owner, provided additional information on 

the project.  

 

The Commission inquired about the feasibility of solid wood windows, the 

window manufacturer, historic status of the building, and material of the 

existing windows. 

 

Public comment was opened. No public comment. 

 

Public comment was closed.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 15-19 OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW 
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA APPROVING WINDOW 
REPLACEMENT AT 165 EAST G STREET (15PLN-00048) 
 

On a motion of Commissioner Haughey, seconded by Commissioner 

Trumbly, the above resolution was approved by the following vote:  

 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, Haughey, McKee, Trumbly, von 

Studnitz and Chair Van Landschoot 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner Macenski 

Abstain: None 

 

Commissioner Haughey and Chair Van Landschoot recused themselves 

due to owning property within 500 feet of 224 West I Street.  

 

C. DESIGN REVIEW FOR A SECOND FLOOR EXTERIOR DOOR AND TWO IRON 
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RAILINGS ON THE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCE AT 224 WEST I STREET, AFTER A 

DETERMINATION THAT THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT FROM CEQA 

15PLN-00051 Design Review 

224 West I Street 

APN: 0089-042-070 

 

Ms. Iungerich presented the project. 

 

The Commission asked questions regarding the original opening and the 

presence of iron railings on the home.  

 

Michael Navas, property owner, provided history of the original opening 

and the purpose of the iron railing.  

 

The Commission and Mr. Navas discussed the appropriateness of the iron 

railings, visibility from the public right-of-way, and timing of the work 

 

Public comment was opened. No public comment. 

 

Public comment was closed.  

 

The Commission discussed the appropriateness of the iron railing, the fact 

the work was completed prior to receiving approval, and the project’s 

compliance with the Secretary of the Interior Standards. 

 

Commissioner Delgado motioned to approve the project with removal of 

the iron railings. No second, the motion failed.  

 

Commissioner von Studnitz stated his opposition to the project due to the 

fact that the work was completed prior to obtaining approval.   

 

On a motion of Commissioner Trumbly, seconded by Commissioner 

McKee, the motion to approve the project failed by the following vote:  

 

Ayes: Commissioners McKee and Trumbly 

Noes:  Commissioners Delgado and von Studnitz 

Absent: Commissioner Macenski 

Abstain: Commissioner Haughey and Chair Van Landschoot 

 

Commissioner Trumbly requested a reconsideration and a new motion.  

 
RESOLUTION NO. 15-20 OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW 
COMMISSION APPROVING A DESIGN REVIEW FOR EXTERIOR 
MODIFICATIONS AT 224 WEST I STREET (15PLN-00051) 
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On a motion of Commissioner Delgado, seconded by Commissioner 

McKee, the above resolution, with an added condition that the iron railing 

in front of the window be removed, was approved by the following vote:  

 

Ayes: Commissioners Delgado, McKee, and Trumbly 

Noes:  Commissioner von Studnitz 

Absent: Commissioner Macenski 

Abstain: Commissioner Haughey and Chair Van Landschoot 

 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

None. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

Commissioner Delgado inquired about the timing and process for commissioner 

terms and reappointments.  

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Trumbly adjourned the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 


