
December 13, 2007 
BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 
Thursday, December 13, 2007 
7:00 P.M. 
I. OPENING OF MEETING 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Roll Call of Commissioners 
C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of each 
member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of the City 
of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 
II. AGENDA CHANGES AND DISCUSSION 
III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
      A. WRITTEN 
      B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 
Consent Calendar items are considered routine and will be enacted, approved or adopted by one 
motion unless a request for removal for discussion or explanation is received from the Planning 
Commission or a member of the public by submitting a speaker slip for that item. 
*Any Item identified as a Public Hearing has been placed on the Consent Calendar because it has not 
generated any public interest or dissent. However, if any member of the public wishes to comment on 
a Public Hearing item, or would like the item placed on the regular agenda, please notify the 
Community Development Staff either prior to, or at the Planning Commission meeting, prior to the 
reading of the Consent Calendar. 
A. Approval of Agenda 
B.  Planning Commission Minutes of November 8, 2007  
VII. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
A. 149 WEST F STREET - APPEAL 
     07PLN-80 Appeal 
149 West F Street. APN: 0089-115-190 
PROPOSAL: 



The applicant has appealed the Historic Preservation Review Commission design review condition of 
approval No. 5 for a proposal to modify a structure in the Downtown Historic District. 
Recommendation: Uphold the appeal and overturn the decision of the Historic Preservation Review 
Commission amending condition of approval No. 5 regarding the window openings. 
B. 126 EAST E STREET - APPEAL 
06PLN-52  Appeal 
126 East E Street  APN:  0089-372-050 
PROPOSAL: 
The applicant has appealed the Historic Preservation Review Commission’s denial of a demolition 
permit request involving a structure designated as a potential contributor to the Downtown Historic 
District. 
Recommendation: Uphold the decision of denial by the Historic Preservation Review Commission. 
VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 
IX. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
X. ADJOURNMENT 
Public Participation 
The Benicia Planning Commission welcomes public participation. 
Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an opportunity to speak 
on any matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency and which is not on the agency's 
agenda for that meeting. The Planning Commission allows speakers to speak on agendized and non-
agendized matters under public comment. Comments are limited to no more than 5 minutes per 
speaker. By law, no action may be taken on any item raised during the public comment period 
although informational answers to questions may be given and matters may be referred to staff for 
placement on a future agenda of the Planning Commission. 
Should you have material you wish to enter into the record, please submit it to the Secretary. 
Disabled Access 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator, at (707) 746-4211. Notification 48 
hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure 
accessibility to this meeting. 
Meeting Procedures 
All items listed on this agenda are for Commission discussion and/or action. In accordance with the 
Brown Act, each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further description of the item and/or 



a recommended action. The posting of a recommended action does not limit, or necessarily indicate, 
what action may be taken by the Commission. 
The Planning Commission may not begin new public hearing items after 11 p.m. Public hearing items 
which remain on the agenda may be continued to the next regular meeting of the Commission, or to a 
special meeting. 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009; if you challenge a decision of the Planning Commission 
in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public 
Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning Commission 
at, or prior to, the Public Hearing. You may also be limited by the ninety (90) day statute of limitations 
in which to file and serve a petition for administrative writ of mandate challenging any final City 
decisions regarding planning or zoning. 
Appeals of Planning Commission decisions which are final actions, not recommendations, are 
considered by the City Council. Appeals must be filed in the Community Development Department in 
writing, stating the basis of appeal with the appeal fee within 10 business days of the date of action. 

November 8, 2007 Minutes   
149 West F Appeal   
126 East E Appeal   
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BENICIA PLANNING COMMISSION 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
Thursday, November 8, 2007 

 
7:00 P.M. 

 
I. OPENING OF MEETING  

 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Roll Call of Commissioners 
 

Present: Commissioners Rick Ernst, Dan Healy, Rod Sherry, Lee Syracuse, Brad 
Thomas and Chair Railsback 

Absent: Commissioner Richard Bortolazzo (excused) 
 
Staff Present:  Senior Planner Damon Golubics 
  City Attorney Heather McLaughlin 

  Management Analyst Gina Eleccion 
 
C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the Fundamental Rights of 

each member of the public is posted at the entrance to this meeting room per Section 
4.04.030 of the City of Benicia’s Open Government Ordinance. 

 
II. AGENDA CHANGES AND DISCUSSION 

Damon Golubics noted that based on City Council action on a billboard ordinance at the 
November 6th meeting, Item VII-A will not be heard. 
 
Heather McLaughlin suggested moving her Open Government presentation to the end of the 
meeting. 
 

III. ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
On motion of Commissioner Healy, seconded by Commissioner Syracuse, Chair Railsback was 
nominated to continue as Chair.  This was approved by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Commissioners Ernst, Healy, Sherry, Syracuse and Thomas 
Noes:  None 
Absent: Commissioner Bortolazzo 
Abstain: Chair Railsback 
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On motion of Chair Railsback, seconded by Commissioner Sherry, Commissioner Healy was 
nominated as Vice Chair.  This was approved by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:  Commissioners Ernst, Sherry, Syracuse, Thomas and Chair Railsback 
Noes:  None 
Absent: Commissioner Bortolazzo 
Abstain: Commissioner Healy 
 

IV. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT  
 

A. WRITTEN 
No written comment was received. 
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT  
None. 

 
V. PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. PROCLAMATION OF COMMENDATION FOR BONNIE SILVERIA  AND 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF PLANNING COMMISSIONERS STRAWBRIDG E, 
IOAKIMEDES, AND DALEY’S SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY  
 
Chair Railsback presented the proclamation to Bonnie Silveria and thanked the previous 
Commissioners for their service.  Commissioner Bortolazzo, in his absence, provided a 
cake to celebrate. 
 
Bonnie Silveria thanked the Commission and stated that it was a pleasure to serve. 
 

B. OPEN GOVERNMENT PRINCIPLES  
The City Attorney will be giving an overview of the Open Government Ordinance, 
including Brown Act, Conflict of Interest, Ethics, Public Records and Ex-Parte 
Communication. 
 
Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, gave a presentation. 

 
V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On motion of Commissioner  Healy, seconded by Commissioner Ernst, the Consent Calendar 
was approved, with agenda as amended, by the following vote: 
 
Ayes:   Commissioners Ernst, Healy, Sherry, Syracuse, Thomas and Chair Railsback 
Noes:  None 
Absent: Commissioner Bortolazzo 
Abstain: Chair Railsback (Item V-B only) 
 
A. Approval of Agenda  
B. Planning Commission Minutes of October 11, 2007 
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VII. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS  
 

A.  3300 PARK ROAD 
07PLN-27 Use Permit for Billboard 

 3300 Park Road, APN: 80-080-710 
 

PROPOSAL: 
The applicant requests approval of a use permit to allow for the installation of a new 
billboard at the U-Store-It storage facility. The new illuminated double-sided billboard, 
which has a display face measuring 14 feet by 48 feet, will be installed adjacent to 
Interstate 680 if approved by the Planning Commission. 
 
** This item has been removed from the agenda and will be scheduled for the 
December 13, 2007 Planning Commission meeting if the City Council determines on 
November 6, 2007 that the application may be considered. 
 
Damon Golubics stated that the City Council adopted a ban on billboards and directed 
staff not to make an exception for the existing application.  This item will not be coming 
back before the Commission. 
 

B. DISCUSSION ITEM - METRO PCS (1400 EAST SECOND STREET) – Staff will 
give a status report on the previously approved use permit. 

 
BACKGROUND:  
In 2006, the applicant received design review approval and a use permit to install three 
(3) wireless communications antennas on the existing Heritage Presbyterian Church 
steeple, with associated mechanical equipment located in an equipment shelter. 
 
Damon Golubics, Senior Planner, gave a brief history of the project.  Staff has been 
working the property owner and MetroPCS to address any noise issues. 
 
Don Wong, MetroPCS – He noted that he has been working with the adjacent property 
owners to alleviate the noise issues. 
 
Greg Gartrell, 213 Military East – He spoke regarding the noise level of the equipment.  
He would have liked to have had the equipment relocated prior to construction.  He has 
been working with staff and MetroPCS to resolve the noise issues. 
 
Mary Eichbauer, 213 Military East – She commented on the noise level, particularly in 
the evening. 
 
Damon Golubics noted that this was a report only and that there is no action for the 
Commission to take. 
 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF  
 
Damon Golubics notified the Commission that there will be two appeals coming before them in 
December. 
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In addition, Damon Golubics wished the Commissioners a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 

IX. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS  
 
Commissioner Railsback welcomed the new Commissioners and thanked the previous 
Commissioners for their service. 
 

X. ADJOURNMENT  
Chair Railsback adjourned the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
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Public Participation 

The Benicia Planning Commission welcomes public participation.   
 

Pursuant to the Brown Act, each public agency must provide the public with an opportunity to speak on any 
matter within the subject matter jurisdiction of the agency and which is not on the agency's agenda for that 
meeting.  The Planning Commission allows speakers to speak on agendized and non-agendized matters under 
public comment.  Comments are limited to no more than 5 minutes per speaker.  By law, no action may be taken 
on any item raised during the public comment period although informational answers to questions may be given 
and matters may be referred to staff for placement on a future agenda of the Planning Commission. 

 
Should you have material you wish to enter into the record, please submit it to the Secretary. 

 

Disabled Access 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator, at (707) 746-4211. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will 
enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

 

Meeting Procedures 
All items listed on this agenda are for Commission discussion and/or action.  In accordance with the Brown Act, 
each item is listed and includes, where appropriate, further description of the item and/or a recommended action.  
The posting of a recommended action does not limit, or necessarily indicate, what action may be taken by the 
Commission. 
 
The Planning Commission may not begin new public hearing items after 11 p.m.  Public hearing items which 
remain on the agenda may be continued to the next regular meeting of the Commission, or to a special meeting. 
 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 65009; if you challenge a decision of the Planning Commission in court, 
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public Hearing described in this 
notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning Commission at, or prior to, the Public Hearing.  
You may also be limited by the ninety (90) day statute of limitations in which to file and serve a petition for 
administrative writ of mandate challenging any final City decisions regarding planning or zoning. 
 
Appeals of Planning Commission decisions which are final actions, not recommendations, are considered by the 
City Council.  Appeals must be filed in the Community Development Department in writing, stating the basis of 
appeal with the appeal fee within 10 business days of the date of action. 






























































































































































































































