
 
 

BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
City Hall Commission Room 

Thursday, December 15, 2011 
6:30 P.M. 

 
 

I. OPENING OF MEETING:   
 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Roll Call of Commissioners 
 

Present:  Commissioners Haughey, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, 

and White  

Absent:  Chair Crompton 

Staff Present:  

Melissa Morton, Assistant Director of Public Works/Utilities Manager, City Engineer 

Lisa Porras, Senior Planner 

Stacy Hatfield, Sr. Admin. Clerk, Recording Secretary  

 
C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public  
 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
On motion of Commissioner White, seconded simultaneously by Commissioners 
Mang and Haughey, the Agenda was approved by a majority vote. 

 
III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
A. WRITTEN COMMENT 

None 

 
B. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
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IV. PRESENTATIONS 

None 
 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

Commissioners Haughey and Van Landschoot pulled the approval of the 

October 27, 2011 Minutes for clarification.  Two amendments to the minutes were 

requested, and those amendments were made. 

 
A. Approval of Minutes of October 27, 2011 
 
On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Haughey, minutes of 

the October 27, 2011 meeting were approved as amended by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Haughey, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, and 

White 

Noes:  None 

Absent:  Chair Crompton 

Abstain:  Commissioner Mang 
 
B. Adoption of the Historic Preservation Review Commission Public Hearing 

 Calendar for the Year 2012 
 

Commissioner Van Landschoot pulled the approval of the 2012 HPRC meeting 

calendar and requested that the meeting scheduled for December 27, 2012 be 
rescheduled to December 20, 2012 due to the proximity of the meeting date to 

the holidays.  

 

On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Van Landschoot, the 

2012 HPRC calendar was approved with the above modification by the following 
vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Haughey, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White 

Noes:  None 

Absent:  Chair Crompton 

Abstain:  None 
 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 
 

A. DESIGN REVIEW FOR THE RESTORATION OF THE FRONT FAÇADE OF THE 
CARPENTER SHOP (A.K.A. BUILDING NO. 57) LOCATED AT 938 TYLER STREET 

 
11PLN-00044 – Design Review 
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938 Tyler Street – Carpenter Shop 

APN:  0087-141-060 
 
 PROPOSAL:   

The property owner requests design review approval to restore the front 

façade of the Carpenter Shop (Building No. 57) at 938 Tyler Street in the 

Benicia Arsenal Historic District.  The restoration would include the removal 

of the non-historic one-story shed addition along the front façade.   The 

subject building is located within the Benicia Arsenal National Register 

Historic District and is locally designated as a Landmark building in the 

Arsenal Historic Conservation Plan. 

 

Recommendation:  Approve a design review request to remove the non-

historic shed addition along the front façade of the existing Carpenter 

Shop (Building No. 57) at 938 Tyler Street, based on recommended 

modifications by staff, the findings and subject to the conditions of 

approval set forth in the proposed resolution. 

 

Lisa Porras, Senior Planner, gave an overview of the staff report for 938 

Tyler Street.  The Commissioners were in favor of the shed removal but 

discussed other project concerns regarding matching mortar color, a 
new retaining wall, fencing and railing details, and clarification of 

landscape materials.  There was some discussion as to whether the above 

items, other than the shed removal, were part of the Commissioners’ 

purview. 

 
Commissioners discussed the following modifications to the proposed 

Resolution:  

 

� Change finding “a” to a Class 31 categorical exemption under CEQA 

because the project was consistent with the Secretary of the Interior 

Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. 

 

� Removal of the mitigation measure references from Conditions 3, 4 and 5 

 

� Amend condition 5 by removing the reference to “interior portions of the 

historic mortar” and change it to read “should match the exterior 

adjacent joints of the historic mortar. “ 
 

� Add a new condition, condition 9, directing the applicant to resubmit 

plans regarding the proposed site work, including landscape materials to 
be used, specifications for the type of Japanese Maples to be planted, 

and the type of materials to be used for the retaining wall and fence.  
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RESOLUTION NO. 11-11 (HPRC) - A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
REVIEW COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BENICIA APPROVING DESIGN REVIEW FOR 
938 TYLER STREET (11PLN-00044) 
 
On motion of Commissioner Mang, seconded by Commissioner Haughey, the project 

was approved with the modifications detailed in the previous paragraph by the 

following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Haughey, Mang, McKee, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White 

Noes:  None 

Absent:  Chair Crompton 

Abstain:  None 

 

B. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 
 

� 410 West J St. Follow Up; Update from Planning Commission hearing of 

December 8, 2011   

Staff reported that the Planning Commission upheld the appeal filed 

against HPRC’s October 27, 2011 decision regarding the windows at 410 

West J St.  Staff also informed the Commission that an appeal of the 

Planning Commission’s decision has been filed and that this matter will be 

going before the City Council at the January 3, 2012 meeting.   

 

� Update on HPRC new member appointments 

Staff informed the Commission that three applications were received, 

and those three applicants were interviewed for the available positions 

on the HPRC Commission.  The Mayor will be holding interviews with the 

applicants and hopefully a decision on the appointments will be made in 

time for the next regularly scheduled HPRC meeting on January 26, 2012. 

 
� Update on New Harbor Church application 

Staff discussed the possibility of a joint workshop with the Planning 

Commission on January 12, 2012 to discuss site designs for New Harbor 

Church.   

 

� Design Review Exemption Form 

A Design Review Exemption Application form was created by staff and 

distributed at the meeting.  Use of this form will help ensure that proper 

materials are being used when applicants apply for building permits for 

properties located in the Downtown Historic Overlay District.   
 

C. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
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� Commissioner Haughey requested to agendize a discussion on “in-kind” 

at the next HPRC meeting. 

 

� Commissioner White reminded the Commission not to use the term 
“policy” when referring to the window resolution passed by the HPRC.  He 

would like this item agendized for the next meeting. 

 
� The Commissioners would like to agendize a discussion on the Design 

Review Exemption Application form at the next HPRC meeting. 

 

� The Commissioners would like to agendize a discussion on disclosures from 

realtors to buyers about whether properties are listed as historic. 

 

� Vice-Chair Taagepera stated that SHPO is willing to conduct a workshop 

in Benicia on the Secretary of the Interior Standards.  Staff should schedule 

this. 

 

D. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Vice-Chair Taagepera adjourned the meeting at 7:55p.m. 


