
December 16, 2003  
The Benicia City Council meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers. Copies of Council Agendas are available in the City Clerk's office on the Friday afternoon before the Council meeting. 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING - CITY COUNCIL DECEMBER 16, 2003  The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Benicia was called to order by Mayor Steve Messina at 7:32 p.m. Tuesday, December 16, 2003, in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are recorded on tape.  ROLL CALL: Present:   City Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney and Mayor Messina. Absent:   None  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Messina led the pledge to the flag.  ANNOUNCEMENTS/APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS:  ANNOUNCEMENTS: None  APPOINTMENTS:  RESOLUTION 03-175 - A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS TO THE CIVIC CENTER RESTORATION AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  There was discussion amongst the Council regarding the structure of the above Resolution. Vice Mayor Patterson stated the Resolution needs to be structured in a manner that will achieve the goal of the Council. There was extensive discussion as to whether the Vice Mayor would interview and recommend candidates to the Mayor, or whether the Mayor and Vice Mayor would interview candidates together, as a sub-committee. It was decided that the Council would combine the current version of the proposed Resolution, and a portion of Vice Mayor Patterson’s version to make one Resolution that the Council agreed upon.  Mayor Messina stated that the Appointments will be made at the January 6, 2004 City Council Meeting. The First scheduled meeting of the Civic Center Restoration and Public Safety Committee will need to be cancelled, until the Appointments are finalized. Council Member Campbell stated concerns regarding canceling the first scheduled meeting.  On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:   Council Members Campbell, Patterson and Smith Noes:   Council Member Whitney and Mayor Messina  PRESENTATIONS: None  PROCLAMATIONS: None  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: The following item was removed from the Agenda prior to the City Council Meeting. On December 12, 2003 a copy of the executed Settlement Agreement between the property owners and the City of Benicia was sent to the Community Development Director. 



 Item VI B - A PUBLIC HEARING ON A RESOLUTION DENYING AN APPEAL AND UPHOLDING THE DECISION OF THE UNIFORM CODE BOARD OF APPEALS TO DENY AN APPEAL AND UPHOLD THE DECISION OF THE BUILDING OFFICIAL’S NOTICE AND ORDER TO DEMOLISH THE PROPERTY AT 710 WEST I STREET, COMMONLY KNOWN AS SAM’S HARBOR.  Mayor Messina asked if there were any changes to the Agenda. Mayor Messina confirmed the Public Hearing listed above was removed from the Agenda prior to the start of the City Council Meeting.  On Motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, the Agenda was adopted as presented.  PUBLIC COMMENT: 
1. Council Member Whitney congratulated Staff for making First Street look wonderful for the Holiday Festivities. Raised concern regarding the ‘stink bombs’ that are being sold by a local vendor. He would like Staff to look in to a possible ban on the sale of such items being sold during parades. City Manager Jim Erickson stated that the City has already contacted the vendor. The vendor has agreed to not sell the stink bombs at future parades. Council Member Whitney stated that he wants to make sure the vendor understand that stink bombs are not appreciated during celebratory activities. Council Member Whitney discussed the letter submitted to Council by Mr. Stewart regarding a rat problem in the Raleys area and Solar Village. Council Member Whitney asked City Manager Jim Erickson to look in to the issue. 2. Council Member Smith stated he had also spoken with the vendor in question regarding the stink bombs. He is confident the vendor is sincere in agreeing not to sell stink bombs at festivities on First Street. However, he is not so sure vendor will not sell them at other times. He announced the following upcoming events: o Thursday, 12/18/03 - Design Review Commission is having a meeting at 6:30 p.m. The Anderson Hotel will be discussed. o Saturday, 12/20/03 - 10:00 a.m. St. Paul’s will celebrate the restoration of the church’s original entry to First Street, and dedication of the disabled access ramp. o Wednesday, 12/31/03 - The Benicia Chamber of Commerce will have a soiree at the Clock Tower. Contact the Chamber for tickets. o Thursday, 1/22/04 - Paula Poundstone, comedienne, will be at the Majestic Theatre. Call 747-5828 for tickets. 3. Donnell Rubay 175 West H Street - Stated that when the Mayor called her about the Civic Center Restoration Committee, he did not mention that he would be Chair, and Council Member Smith would be Vice Chair. It was also not mentioned in the letter that was sent. Concerned that Mayor Messina would be advising himself.  

CONSENT CALENDAR: Mayor Messina asked if there were any requests for items to be pulled from the Consent Calendar.  Council Members Smith and Patterson requested the minutes be pulled from the Consent Calendar. Smith has concerns regarding the use of the term "Appointments". Vice Mayor Patterson had corrections to the PUBLIC COMMENT section where Donnell Rubay’s comments were entered, also has corrections to REPORTS FROM CITY MANAGER, she also expressed concern with the way the term "Appointments" is used, and states ‘extensive discussion was not captured on page VA18, has an insert she would like entered.  There was discussion whether the minutes should be continued or tabled.  On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously carried, the minutes were continued.  On Motion of Council Member Campbell, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously carried, the following items were approved under the Consent Calendar: 



 REJECT CLAIM AGAINST THE CITY BY LISA BAKER  REJECT CLAIM AGAINST THE CITY BY JOSHUA & TIFFANY SCOTT  REJECT CLAIM AGAINST THE CITY BY ENTERPRISE RENT A CAR 
RESOLUTION 03-176 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE BIDS, AWARDING THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR THE PRESSURE VALVE STATION REPLACEMENT PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $152,170.00 TO SPIESS CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. OF SANTA MARIA.  RESOLUTION 03-177 - A RESOLUTION AWARDING THE CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $65,200.00 TO REPUBLIC ELECTRIC OF NOVATO FOR THE MILITARY EAST TRAFFIC SIGNAL UPGRADES CONTRACT.  RESOLUTION 03-178 - A RESOLUTION OF INTENTION TO VACATE A PORTION OF WEST 4TH STREET AND I STREET.  RESOLUTION 03-179 - A JOINT RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT RECOGNIZING THE NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE REGIONAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPACT OF TRAVIS AIR FORCE BASE.  Waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and adopted pursuant to this agenda. 

(END OF CONSENT CALENDAR)  PUBLIC HEARINGS: Mayor Messina did not participate in this Public Hearing due to Conflict of Interest. Vice Mayor Patterson chaired this portion of the meeting.  Colette Meunier, Community Development Director, discussed the staff report regarding the Harbor Walk Project. There was a supplemental report to the 12/1 staff report, which was presented as a handout. Ms. Meunier discussed the staff report in detail. She also discussed the plaque that Bonnie Silveria suggested be installed.  Lynette Dias of LSA Associates, Inc. discussed the Mitigated Negative Declaration. She gave a brief overview of the document.  Vice Mayor Patterson posed questions regarding the Mitigated Negative Declarations. She asked if there was a Mitigation Monitoring Plan. Lynette Dias confirmed there was a plan in place.  Council Members had questions regarding noise, views, etc. There were questions regarding switching from residential to commercial in building # 500. Ms. Dias and Colette Meunier addressed the concerns. Ms. Meunier asked the City Attorney to work on additional wording addressing CC&R’s. Council had questions regarding parking, curb extensions, bike racks, textured pavement, storm water run-off, and art in public places. Ms. Dias, Ms. Meunier and Mr. Schiada addressed the concerns.  John Bradford of the Olson Company gave a visual presentation, which included an overview of the Harbor Walk Project. He answered questions from Council and Staff regarding the project.  Public Comment: 
1. Roger Britt 710 West Second Street - read a letter from the Benicia Chamber of Commerce supporting the Harbor Walk Project. He would like to see the project approved tonight. Distributed copy of the letter to all Council Members. 2. Bonnie Silveria 641 West I Street - Read letter requesting a plaque be placed on one of the buildings. 3. David Ernst 200 Marina Village Way - Likes the project, however, is concerned that the 16 air conditioning units will be very noisy. Staff responded that they are working with the applicant to ensure the air conditioners used are within the decibel limits allowed. 



4. Donnell Rubay 175 West H Street - Appreciates that staff is looking into the air conditioning issues. Believes the applicant has made commendable efforts. Has some concerns regarding zoning (commercial/residential) and wants to make sure they comply with the intention of the General Plan in making the downtown area a central commercial core. Would like to see an ‘Area Plan’ developed so that the Downtown Historic Plan, the General Plan, the BCDC Waterfront Special Area Plan, current zoning, and recognizing the facts of the feasibility study can all be coordinated. 5. Earl Treadaway 128 Ardmore Way - Would like Council to hold off on voting until all issues (parking, etc.) are resolved. Would like to see public restrooms become part of the project. 6. J.B. Davis 385 West K Street - Expressed support for project. 7. Mike Ioakimedes 360 East H Street - Supports project. He is a private citizen and merchant. Feels developer’s ideas can be used as a template for future projects. 8. Libby McKendry, Benicia Main Street - Commends project. This is an opportunity to do something big on First Street. The overall project has been very open to input, which is much appreciated. Benicia Main Street supports this project. 9. Marilyn Bardet 333 East K Street - Supports project. Concerned about uniformity of doors and windows, roofline. Would like to see variation in these items. 10. Alan Schwartzman 836 Oxford Way - Commented on the CC&R’s, agreed w/Council Member Campbell’s concerns regarding converting from residential to business. Addressed the architectural control and the need to make it conducive if someone wants to convert in the future.  
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, the Public Hearings were closed at 9:19 p.m.  RESOLUTION 03-180 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION AND MITIGATED MONITORING PROGRAM FOR THE HARBOR WALK MIXED USE PROJECT.  The City Attorney clarified the ordinance regarding public art. Vice Mayor Patterson and Council Member Campbell had concerns regarding public art. Vice Mayor Patterson had drafted some conditions: The project would be conditioned to implement the General Plan goals for public art through a variety of ways to be determined by a good faith effort toward this. We would not specify a payment, piece of artwork, or even a space, but that would be broadly directed, so they would fulfill that goal in the General Plan. Council Member Campbell suggested putting in place conditions involving consultations through Arts Benicia. Council Member Smith stated this was the best project he has ever seen in Benicia. Would like to see some of the public’s issues addressed such as the noise issue with the air conditioners, variation in the doors and windows, and would like to hear staff’s comments regarding the issue of public restrooms. Staff responded that they would like to consider other avenues such as the other merchants allowing the use of their facilities, rather than placing the burden on the developer.  Vice Mayor Patterson stated she hoped other people looking at opportunities in Benicia take their que from three things: The spirit of the General Plan was applied to this project, the overall process - community outreach, community groups, etc. has been very positive, and the overall creativity of the project.  Council Member Whitney stated that the developer and Staff had done an awesome job. A developer’s accountability is to the community. This developer has done an awesome job with this. Feels this project could be a model for future projects.  On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:  Council Member Campbell, Smith and Whitney Noes:  None Abstain:  Vice Mayor Patterson, Mayor Messina  INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A ZONING CHANGE FROM DONWTOWN COMMERCIAL-HISTORICOVERLAY (DC-H) TO PLANNED DEVELOPMENT-



HISTORICOVERLAY (PD-H) FOR A PARCEL LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF FIRST STREET BETWEEN POINTE BENICIA WAY AND EAST B STREET.  Council Members and the developer had extensive discussions regarding zoning issues. Developer requested the zoning not be restricted any more at this point. The Council decided to approve the Introduction of the first reading of the Ordinance, with the condition it goes to Design Review for the consideration of the removal of the porches on the 5 lower residences on B Street.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Campbell, the above Introduction and First Reading of an ordinance was approved by the following vote: Ayes:  Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney, and Vice Mayor Patterson Noes:  None Abstain:  Mayor Messina  Vice Mayor Patterson called for a break at 9:58 p.m. Vice Mayor Patterson reconvened the meeting at 10:10 p.m.  RESOLUTION 03-181 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING A VESTING TENTATIVE SUBDIVISION MAP FOR THE HARBOR WALK PROJECT.  Staff recommended that condition No. 11 for the Vesting Tentative Subdivision Map be revised to allow Building 500 to convert from residential use to commercial use. The CC&R’s shall specifically incorporate the provisions with respect to Building 500.  City Attorney Heather McLaughlin briefly discussed Condition 23, a new condition concerning the installation of a brass plaque commemorating the former Kullman, Salz and Company Tannery on Building 200, and Condition 24, also a new condition that deals with Art in Public Places. The conditions were clarified.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:  Council Members Campbell. Smith, Whitney, and Vice Mayor Patterson Noes:  None Abstain:  Mayor Messina  RESOLUTION 03-182 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT(S) WITH THE OLSON COMPANY FOR THE HARBOR WALK PROJECT INCLUSIONARY HOUSING REQUIREMENTS.  Council Member Smith stated there were concerns voiced by a letter writer regarding traffic concerns. Council Member Smith stated he was in agreement with Staff that the appropriate place for the issues to be discussed is at the Traffic Safety Committee meeting.  On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:  Council Members Campbell, Smith, Whitney, and Vice Mayor Patterson Noes:  None Abstain:  Mayor Messina  Vice Mayor Patterson called for a break at 10:16 p.m. Mayor Messina reconvened the meeting 10:19 p.m.  REPORTS FROM THE CITY MANAGER: City Manager Jim Erickson announced that Dan Schiada was recently appointed as the Director of Public Works.  Status report on the selective seismic upgrades to the 911 Center, the basement area housing 911 equipment and the assessment and conceptual design of the prisoners unloading, loading, and holding area. 



Police Chief Jim Trimble gave a verbal report on what needs to be done with respect to the seismic upgrades. He stated we need to move forward with this project. The cost will be approximately $400,000. The safe handling of prisoners was discussed. Possible options would be to have a ‘jail on wheels’ or a direct transport to another facility. Based on the needs of the city, transport to another facility is not a viable option. Chief Trimble discussed the possibility of having a chain link area constructed to block prisoners off. There is a question with regards to the lack of availability of restroom facilities.  Council Member Smith requested clarification on the extent of the roof leakage. Dan Schiada clarified the extent of the leakage and the dire need for a new roof. The re-roofing job would most likely begin in the summer months.  Council Member Campbell asked for clarification on the cost of the chain link fix. He also asked if the Benicia PD could work with Vallejo to work something out with prisoner transport/holding. At the suggestion of Council Member Campbell, Chief Trimble will explore the possibility of working with the Vallejo PD to see if they could pick up and transport prisoners during the construction period. He will report back to the Council in February.  Council Member Whitney had questions for Beverly Prior on the seismic upgrade project. He asked for clarification on the areas that would be upgraded.  Status of Special Friends and Low Cost Counseling Services. Jim Erickson reported that Youth and Family Services would be discontinuing their services immediately. The Human Services Board has been working with Youth and Family Services to determine the nature and scope of their operations. Catholic Social Services can provide some of the services that will be lost. Chief Trimble is also working on finding alternatives to fill some of the gaps in services. Chief Trimble reported that they are applying for a grant to take over the Family Resource Center. The School District will take on the Special Friends Program. Catholic Social Services is willing to do the ongoing counseling that Youth and Family Services had been doing. The Police chaplaincy core has stepped up to help out with the diversion program and some of the family work they do. If Chief Trimble receives the County grant money, he will come back to Council to have the program approved.  Human Services Board Co-Chairs stated they had meetings with Youth and Family Services. They were told in November 03, that Youth and Family Services would no longer be providing the Special Friends Program. At that time, Human Services contacted the Benicia School District, who agreed to take on the Special Friends services for all five elementary schools in Benicia. In December, they were told that Youth and Family Services would no longer provide the low cost counseling clinic. Human Services contacted the Catholic Social Services, who are prepared to provide the counseling services whenever funding is available. Stated at no time has Human Services ever withheld any money from Youth and Family Services for the low cost clinics.  Council Member Smith requested clarification on where Catholic Social Service’s offices were located. He is saddened to hear that Youth and Family Services will be departing our community. Feels that some unrealistic expectations were put on them. Hopes that the Human Services Board will ensure that these important services are provided. Questioned whether the School District and Police Department personnel have the expertise required for counseling. Chief Trimble addressed concerns.  Vice Mayor Patterson is concerned that we have a fragmenting of services that is occurring. Would like to get a report from Youth and Family Services that shows all types of services that they provided, so we will have a clear picture of what we might be losing and what might be put back together. We should institute a performance report. If shifts do occur, there should be a performance report on what the Children and Family Resources Bureau (new name if grant is approved) is providing, and what the Catholic Social Services is providing.  Verbal update on the relocation of the Anderson Hotel. City Manager Jim Erickson reported that Staff has been working on this issue to see what could be done. He said that Mr. Bill Thomason has said that he is ready to take this project on. Mr. Thomason is working closely with Jane Lauder. The next step is to go to Design Review to go over the layout of Mr. 



Thomason’s property. It is a possibility that a good portion of the building could be saved.  Mayor Messina questioned the asbestos in the building and how removal would be handled.  Council Member Campbell questioned whether Mayor Messina should participate in this issue. Is he within 500 feet of the proposed location? The City Attorney confirmed that Mayor Messina should step out and not participate. Vice Mayor Patterson will chair this portion of the meeting.  Staff reported that they believe the asbestos will be removed prior to the building being moved.  Council Members had extensive discussion on the building being tagged as historic versus non historic. Staff will look in to this issue.  Public Comment: Bill Thomason 153 West E Street - Reported that he has had two meetings on 12/5 and 12/11. They are concentrating their efforts on the west wing of the building. At the 12/11 meeting, he talked with BCDC. All asbestos, paint, lead, etc. will be removed prior to moving the structure. Staff is working on innovative ways to save as much of the building as possible. Once moved, the building will be a ‘bed and breakfast’. He has a meeting on 12/17 with the developer to go over logistics of moving the building.  Marilyn Bardet 333 East K Street - Excited this opportunity has come up. Wants to thank Bill Thomason and Jane Lauder for their efforts. Hopes there won’t be any sticking points with Design Review.  Council Members Campbell and Whitney voiced concern regarding discussing the budget at such a late hour. Council Member Whitney would like the Council to consider adding a third meeting each month if necessary, rather than have the meetings continue at such a late hour.  Mayor Messina requested that he be allowed to discuss one issue regarding the Solano County Water Authority before the meeting is continued.  REPORTS FROM THE CITY COUNCIL COMMITTEES: Bi-Monthly Committee Reports. 
1. Mayors’ Committee Meeting - Mayor Messina addressed flood control in Solano County. There had been some regarding the Solano County Water Authority becoming more involved in flood control. His preference is if the County wants to move the management of this to the Solano County District, we could accommodate this, but there needs to be a commensurate funding mechanism so it does not put a long term drain on our water rates. 

      Vice Mayor Patterson stated it is really flood management, not flood control. She supports the funding issue. Suggested Mayor Messina take a look at the Governors’ task force on flood management and 30 day recommendations. It will be a wonderful roadmap and guide to this effort. She will get a copy of this to Mayor Messina.   At 11:43 p.m., on motion of Vice Mayor Patterson, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously carried, Council agreed to continue the meeting until 12/18/03 at 7:30 p.m. in City Council Chambers.  Meeting reconvened on 12/18/03 at 7:40 p.m. in City Council Chambers.  Mayor Messina stated the meeting schedules, minutes, and agendas should all be included in future agenda packets 
1. Mayors’ Committee Meeting - Mayor Messina discussed issues regarding mega-dairy facilities and water quality. 



2. Arsenal Restoration Advisory Board - Council Member Campbell - Nothing to report on at this time. 3. Association of Bay Area Governments - Vice Mayor Patterson - Next meeting scheduled for 4/24/04. The October date has not yet been set. 4. Audit and Finance Committee - Council Member Campbell and Vice Mayor Patterson - Council Member Campbell stated they had met and reviewed the new forms. He discussed the details of the audit. Mayor Messina had questions regarding the role that the committee plays. He discussed the reasons the committee was set up in the first place. Terminology of ‘audit’ and ‘finance’ were discussed. The Committee reviewed a letter that was submitted to council regarding five issues: Police station, Intermodal Transportation Station, fee schedules, and the budget. (Fifth issue not listed.) 5. Carquinez Strait Preservation Trust - Council Member Smith - Meetings have not yet been scheduled. 6. City Employee Compensation Committee - Council Members Whitney and Campbell - Council Member Whitney said the Committee has not yet met. He would like to see the committee be made up of various individuals, not just himself and Council Member Campbell. Mayor Messina stated if we will be in contract negotiations one year from now, we should have recommendations 3 to 6 months in advance so we have time to review. Council Member Smith was concerned about expanding the membership of this committee. Negotiating strategies could be compromised. Council Members Whitney and Campbell discussed the benefits of expanding the committee membership. Vice Mayor Patterson supports the idea of expanding the membership.  
Public Comment: Tom Coleman, Firefighter - City of Benicia - Feels it would be appropriate to have at least one citizen on the committee. Stated the Fire Department does a lot of work with very few people. If they lose quality personnel, it will directly affect the quality of service to the community. He encourages an inclusive committee. Vice Mayor Patterson asked what process should be used to select a citizen for the committee. Mayor Messina suggested the same process that is used to select committee members be used. Council agreed to follow normal nominating procedures 

7. Civic Center Restoration and Public Safety Committee - Mayor Messina and Council Member Smith - Mayor Messina would like to make appointments by the next City Council meeting. Council Member Smith prefers to not skip the 12/23 meeting. He wants to open dialogue between staff and committee members ASAP. Mayor Messina stated that due to holidays and low attendance, and the fact that the appointments have not been made, it would be best to cancel the 12/23 meeting. Vice Mayor Patterson stated it is important to have high attendance to establish the tone and direction of committee. Council Member Whitney agreed. There was discussion about mailing reading materials to committee members. Mayor Messina questioned whether this could be seen as biased, since he and Council Member Smith are ex-officio member of the committee. Vice Mayor Patterson requested all Council Members be copied on any letters sent out to committee members. 8. First Street Revitalization Committee - Council Members Smith and Campbell - Council Member Smith stated this is a new committee. They have not yet met. 9. League of California Cities - Council Member Smith - Next meeting scheduled for 1/22/04. 10. People Using Resources Efficiently (PURE) - Vice Mayor Patterson - Vice Mayor Patterson reported the meetings are scheduled for the second Tuesday of each month in the Commission Room. Next meeting scheduled for 1/13/04. This Committee is missing a citizen. She was a citizen when she joined, but now is a liaison to Council. Council agreed to post an opening for a citizen on this committee. 11. School District Liaison - Council Members Whitney and Smith - Council Member Whitney reported the next scheduled meeting is 2/25/04. At the last meeting the following topics were discussed: The gate at Matthew Turner, maintenance at facilities, and the district’s water bills. The school district is grateful to the city for stepping up with the new bus routes when bussing was discontinued. 12. Sky Valley Area Open Space - Vice Mayor Patterson and Council Member Smith - Vice Mayor Patterson reported that this is a new committee. They have not yet met. However they will be 



looking at specific things for the area; conservation easements and kinds of programs they can do to protect the open space. 13. Solano EDC Board of Directors - Vice Mayor Patterson - Next meeting scheduled for 1/15/04 at the Hilton Gardens in Fairfield. 14. Solano Transportation Authority - Mayor Messina - Mayor Messina reported that one major item discussed were the 680/80 truck scales. They did not allow sufficient area for approaches. Cal Trans has identified alternative locations. Any solution will be costly. The second item discussed was the possibility of implementing another sales tax increase. The increase would not affect the local bond measures. 15. Solano Water Authority/Solano County Water Agency - Mayor Messina - Flood hazard awareness was discussed, flood management. The water authority will pass out some information, magnets, flyers, etc. Mega-dairy spills and the impact they have on our water shed was discussed. This is a water quality issue. 16. Sunshine Committee - Council Member Campbell and Vice Mayor Patterson - Vice Mayor Patterson reported the next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 30, 2003 at 7:30 a.m. in the Commission Room. The committee is set up and expects to achieve goals in two or three meetings. Vice Mayor Patterson named the members of the committee. 17. Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee - Vice Mayor Patterson and Council Member Campbell - Next meeting will be some time in January 2004. Vice Mayor Patterson and Dan Schiada discussed having more frequent meetings. Council Member Campbell asked what would be happening on N street and Oxford Way. Dan Schiada responded that on N Street between West Second and East Second Streets they will be installing rumble strips to help control speeding. Additional speed limit signs will be posted. An all way stop sign will be installed at the intersection of West N and Second Street. These changes will not be implemented until after the holidays, and it will be dependant on the weather. Regarding Oxford Way, Chief Trimble reported that the Police Department loaned a citizen one of their radar guns. The citizen is recording the licenses of speeders. Letters will go out to the license owners stating the speed, etc. Council Member Whitney discussed the possibility of looking in to obtaining a Harley police motorcycle and manning it w/a motorcycle officer. Vice Mayor Patterson discussed alternative methods of addressing traffic issues. She has made an arrangement with the Local Government Commission, which provides resources to communities for problems such as this. She has also talked with Dan Burden of Lawful Communities, who conducts workshops on traffic issues. Lawful Communities uses innovative methods to address traffic issues. Mayor Messina suggested we look in to having Mr. Burden do a presentation to Council and Staff. 18. Tri-City and County Regional Parks and Open Space - Council Member Whitney - The last meeting was on 12/8/03. Discussed property PG&E property and Santa Clara property. Discussed the orchard property. Also discussed getting focused on the process of becoming a Regional Park System. The Eastern Swett Ranch was also discussed. 19. Youth Action Task Force - Council Members Campbell and Smith - Last meeting was on 12/17/03. The issues discussed were continuation of programs run by Youth and Family Services, updates on the second step program of anger management counseling, services for the homeless in Benicia and youth dances. 20. Valero Citizens Advisory Panel - Council Member Whitney - Have not met since last Council meeting.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  RESOLUTION 03-183 - A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A MODEL FOR IDENTIFICATION SIGNS FOR HISTORIC PROPERTIES IN THE CITY OF BENICIA.  On Motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously carried, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:  Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina Noes:  None  A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY COUNCIL’S RULES OF PROCEDURE.  



Mayor Messina reviewed the recent changes to the Resolution. Council Member Whitney discussed continuing meetings past 11:00 p.m. He prefers to add a third meeting to the month rather than continue meetings past 11:00 p.m. Council Members Campbell and Patterson agreed. Mayor Messina suggested managing the agenda in a more effective manner.  Public Comment: A concerned citizen voiced concern regarding the Appointment process.  Vice Mayor Patterson questioned the wording on page IX B-20 - regarding the Vice Mayor interviewing and recommending candidates for Committees. Council had extensive discussion on appointment process. Vice Mayor Patterson requested to move Resolution 03-46 with the corrections noted in discussion and substituting language in paragraph 4B to read as follows:  ‘The Nominations Committee consisting of the Mayor and Vice Mayor shall meet and review applications and as necessary conduct interviews. Recommendations shall be made by the committee in written report indicating agreement or disagreement. The Mayor shall appoint with approval by Council.’  Council Member Smith disagrees with the use of the word ‘Appointment’. He supports Council Members language substitution.  On Motion of Vice Mayor Patterson, seconded by Council Member Campbell, the above Resolution was not adopted on roll call by the following vote: Ayes:  Council Members Campbell and Patterson Noes:  Council Members Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina  NEW BUSINESS:  Review of the First Quarter Financial Reports for the General Fund  Robert Sousa, Finance Director, presented the First Quarter Financial Reports for the General Fund. There is a 2-year budget cycle for the City. We still do not know what the State will do regarding VLF. The car tax was not included in this year’s budget. However, he still believes we will receive 1/3 of the funds sometime this year. Council had questions on the recently invoked order by the Governor to cover the loss of the VLF. Council also had questions regarding the PG & E Franchise Fee, putting elected officials in separate categories, and refunds and rebates. Council approves of the report format. Mayor Messina would like 2004-2005 included in the report.  On Motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously carried, the Review of the First Quarter Financial Reports for the General Fund was accepted by the following vote: Ayes:  Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina Noes:  None  Review of the Adopted Budget Document for Fiscal Year 2003-2005.  Robert Sousa, Finance Director, presented the report. He discussed different terminology of reports: preliminary, proposed, adopted, amended, and final budgets. The report being presented is the adopted budget. He would like to break tradition and come out with an ‘adopted final budget’. Mayor Messina wants everyone to understand that we are taking a very conservative approach with the budget, not including any fees we may/may not receive from the VLF. Robert Sousa clarified how much we have received from the State to date, and how much he expects to receive in the coming months. If we do receive the funds, it will be money we did not count on. Council discussed possibly treating the money as ‘one time money’ or ‘found money’ or should we put it in the reserve and treat it as an operating fund to be used in future years. Council discussed the possibility of using the funds for additional police cars. Mayor Messina wants to see a balanced budget with a 20% reserve.  RESOLUTION 03-184 - A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2003-2004 MUNICIPAL BUDGET.  



Robert Sousa, Finance Director, reconfirmed that we have not included funds from VLF in the current budget. He would like to include the 1/3 VLF money that we have received to date in the current budget. If we do receive the remaining 2/3 VLF expected, he would like to hold on to it and not include it in the budget. If we receive these funds, we could treat it as one-time revenue until we know what will happen in the 04-05 budget cycle. Council discussed not recognizing money in the budget until the money is actually received from the State. Two adjustments were proposed: 
1. Considering the $292,500 as revenue, and 2. Look at the VLF and reduce it to the amount that has actually come in to date. Council discussed Capital Improvement projects. Council discussed separating one-time fees from the General Fund.  

On Motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Whitney, and unanimously carried, 
the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:  Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:  None 
 
On motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Campbell, Council agreed to 
continue the meeting past 11:30 p.m. by the following vote: 
Ayes:  Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith and Mayor Messina 
Noes:  Council Member Whitney 
 
RESOLUTION 03-185 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING PASS-THROUGH FUNDING UNDER THE 
CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, AND SAFE NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS AND COASTAL 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2002. (PROPOSITION 40) 
 
On Motion of Council Member Smith, seconded by Council Member Campbell, and unanimously 
carried, the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:  Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:  None 
 
RESOLUTION 03-186 - A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A 
CONTRACT WITH CULLEN-SHERRY AND ASSOCIATES, INC. OF BENICIA FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FR THE FIRST STREET PENINSULA 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT NOT TO EXCEED $53,000. 
 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Vice Mayor Patterson, and unanimously carried, 
the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:  Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:  None 
 
RESOLUTION 03-187 - A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING BIDS AND AWARDING THE 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT FOR THE RECREATION AREA LIGHTING PROJECT IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $515,717.20 TO BLEYCO INC. OF MARTINEZ, CA, AND REALLOCATING $87,205 
FROM THE FIRST STREET PENINSULA PROJECT. 
 
On motion of Council Member Whitney, seconded by Council Member Smith, and unanimously carried, 
the above Resolution was adopted on roll call by the following vote: 
Ayes:  Council Members Campbell, Patterson, Smith, Whitney, and Mayor Messina 
Noes:  None 
 
COUNCIL REQUEST FOR NEW AGENDA ITEMS: 
None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 



Mayor Messina adjourned the meeting at 12:00 a.m. on December 19, 2003. 
 
 
Lisa M. Wolfe, City Clerk 


