
 
 

BENICIA HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

City Hall Commission Room 

Thursday, December 16, 2010 

6:30 P.M. 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING 

 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 

B. Roll Call of Commissioners 

 

Present:      Commissioners Crompton, Mang, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, 

White and Chair Haughey 

Absent:       Commissioner McKee (excused) 

 

Staff Present: 

Melissa Morton, Land Use & Engineering Manager 

Doug Vu, Associate Planner 

Gina Eleccion, Management Analyst 

Mike Roberts, Senior Civil Engineer 

 

C. Reference to Fundamental Rights of Public - A plaque stating the 

Fundamental Rights of each member of the public is posted at the 

entrance to this meeting room per Section 4.04.030 of the City of Benicia’s 

Open Government Ordinance. 

 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 

On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Taagepera, the 

agenda was adopted by the following vote: 

 

Ayes: Commissioners Crompton, Mang, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White 

and Chair Haughey 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner McKee 

Abstain: None 
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III. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 

None. 

 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None. 

 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. HISTORIC CONTEXT STATEMENTS – State Office of Historic Preservation 

Training Session 

Guest Speaker:  Marie Nelson, State Historian II, Surveys & Contexts/CLG 

Coordinator 

 

Gina Eleccion introduced Marie Nelson, State Historian, and thanked her for 

her assistance as the CLG Coordinator from the State Office of Historic 

Preservation.  She also introduced Jonathan Lammers, consultant from 

Page & Turnbull, recognizing his work on the historic context project. 

 

Marie Nelson gave an overview of historic context statements, and 

explained what a valuable planning tool context statements are.  She 

referenced the Secretary of the Interior Standards for Archaeology and 

Preservation.    She referenced the seven aspects of integrity.  Gina 

Eleccion noted that the seven aspects of integrity are included on page 

eight of Benicia’s context statement.   

 

Commissioners and the public asked questions about the application of the 

context statement.  Marie Nelson and Jonathan Lammers commented on 

the use in designation, listing, evaluation, heritage tourism, project review, 

and development of design guidelines.  There was discussion on the 

Arsenal and landscape settings, historic district boundaries, National 

Register designation and Historic Preservation Overlay Zones.   

 

Marie Nelson commended Benicia for its work on this document.  She 

stated that it is a good example of what a context should be. 

 

A recess was called at 7:40 p.m.  The meeting reconvened at 7:50 p.m. 

 

V. CONSENT CALENDAR 

On motion of Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Crompton, the 

Consent Calendar was approved by the following vote: 
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Ayes: Commissioners Crompton, Mang, Taagepera, Van Landschoot, White 

and Chair Haughey 

Noes:  None 

Absent: Commissioner McKee 

Abstain: None 

 

A. Approval of Minutes of November 18, 2010 

 

VI. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS 

 

A. CERTIFIED LOCAL GOVERNMENT (CLG) ANNUAL REPORT 

Staff will present the CLG Annual Report to the Commission for review and 

discussion. 

 

Gina Eleccion gave an overview of the report. 

 

Commissioners discussed the report.  There were requests to include the 

demolition and listing process as a goal, as well as applying for a CLG grant 

for an Arsenal Context Statement.   

 

B. REVIEW OF NEW BICYCLE RACKS THROUGHOUT THE CITY 

 

Recommendation:  Review the information and provide suggestions and 

comments on this matter. 

 

Mike Roberts, Senior Civil Engineer, gave an overview of the project. 

 

Commissioners discussed the bike racks.  They noted that nobody is 

opposed to bike racks, but they should be appropriate to the historic 

character of the downtown area.  They questioned the cost of the racks.  

Mike Roberts outlined the costs for the racks, installation, and further 

explained the bid process.  He noted that splatter from welding the nuts to 

the bolts to prevent vandalism, is rusting.  This is being removed.   Once the 

project is completed, there will be plaques installed, crediting the rack’s 

placement to the Good Neighbor Steering Committee.  The Commission 

would like to see small, tasteful plaques that will not be visually obtrusive or 

a tripping hazard. 

 

The public comment period was opened on this issue. 

 

Larry Fullington, 833 Clifton Court – He opposes the current racks and 

locations.  He questioned how much had been spent.  He would like them 
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returned as they are inappropriate.  He recommended a rust expert look at 

the current issue.  He believes the City should start over. 

 

Donna Shehan, 393 Marina Place – She stated that the City should protect 

its historic aspects.  The racks are misplaced and inappropriate for the 

downtown.  Small details are very important. 

 

Public comment was closed. 

 

Commissioners recommended the following: 

 

1. Create a committee of representatives from Benicia Main Street 

Design Committee, Community Sustainability Commission, Benicia 

Bicycle Club, and Historic Preservation Review Commission to look at 

the following: 

i. More traditional racks (bollards, hitching posts, etc…) that 

blend in with the district, possibly blue powder-coated to 

match other elements. 

ii. Locations sensitive to historic resources. 

iii. Size/type/location of plaques to be installed. 

 

Commissioners would like this to come back before them.  Staff noted that 

their recommendation will be forwarded to the City Council.  If a 

committee is formed, the consensus of the Commission was to have Chair 

Haughey and Commissioner White sit on the committee. 

 

VII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM STAFF 

 

A. VERBAL UPDATE ON CITY HALL WINDOW REPLACEMENT  

 

Gina Eleccion noted that the City is getting bids on wood window 

replacement at City Hall.  Based on the Commission’s recommendation, the 

City will be phasing the window replacement as finances allow.  Staff will keep 

the Commission updated on the progress of this program. 

 

B. VERBAL UPDATE ON ENERGY EFFICIENT BULB REPLACEMENT ON FIRST STREET 

 

Gina Eleccion gave an overview of the bulb replacement program.  She 

stated that the City had developed a pilot program so that residents could 

view the alternatives of the replacement bulbs.  A handout was distributed 

that outlines the locations of the light standards in the pilot program.  She 

noted that all comments should be submitted to her.  Commissioners thanked 

staff for this information. 
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VIII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

Commissioner Van Landschoot requested follow-up information on the window 

replaced at 251 West G Street.  Gina Eleccion stated that this will be agendized 

as an informational item to the Commission. 

 

Commission Taagepera commented on a preservation awards program that has 

been inactive for a few years.  She is interested in helping to resurrect this 

program.   

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 

Chair Haughey adjourned the meeting at 9:12 p.m. 


