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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 

December 16, 2014 
 
 
 

City Council Chambers, City Hall, 250 East L Street, complete proceedings of which are 
recorded on tape. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: 
 

Mayor Patterson called the Closed Session to order at 6:00 p.m. 

All Council Members were present. 
 
II. CLOSED SESSION: 
 

A. CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to subdivision (b) of 
Section 54956.9 
Number of potential cases:  Three (3) 

 
III. CONVENE OPEN SESSION: 
 

A. ROLL CALL 
 

All Council Members were present.  
 

B. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Ben Parsons led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

C. REFERENCE TO THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS OF PUBLIC 
 
IV. ANNOUNCEMENTS/PROCLAMATIONS/ APPOINTMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
 

Mayor Patterson stated the meeting would be adjourned in memory of Lee 
Syracuse. She discussed Mr. Syracuse's many contributions to the City of 
Benicia. He was a kind and considerate gentleman at all times. He will be 
missed 

 
A. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Graham Wadsworth, Public Works Director, discussed the recent happenings 
with water, rain, and flooding, in light of the recent storms. There were 121 
service calls in one day, dealing with flooding, downed trees, distributing 
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sandbags, etc., and the Public Works Staff was working 12-15 hour shifts.  

Brad Kilger, City Manager, discussed the support from other City departments 
that helped support the City during the storms.  

Council discussed their appreciation for the work and effort from City Staff.  
 

1. Announcement of action taken at Closed Session, if any. 
 

Heather McLaughlin, City Attorney, announced that Council met in closed 
session and received information from Staff and gave direction to Staff.  

 
2. Openings on Boards and Commissions: 

 
Arts & Culture Commission 
1 unexpired term 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Civil Service Commission 
1 full term 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Community Sustainability Commission 
1 full term 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Finance Committee 
2 full terms 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Human Services Board 
1 unexpired term 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Library Board of Trustees 
2 full terms 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Parks, Recreation & Cemetery Commission 
3 full terms 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
 
Planning Commission 
2 full terms 
Application due date:  January 9, 2015 
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3. Mayor’s Office Hours:  
 

4. Benicia Arsenal Update 
 

Update from City Attorney 
 

Ms. McLaughlin stated there was nothing new to report at this time. The Council 
Subcommittee would be meeting the week after Christmas, and there should be 
more news to report after that.  

 
B. PROCLAMATIONS 

 
C. APPOINTMENTS 

 
1. Appointment of Margaret (Maggie) Kolk to the Human Services 

Board for an unexpired term ending January 31, 2017 
 

RESOLUTION 14-145 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BENICIA CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF 
MARGARET (MAGGIE) KOLK TO THE BENICIA HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 
TO FILL AN UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING JANUARY 31, 2017 

 
On motion of Mayor Patterson Council adopted Resolution 14-145, on roll call by 
the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Strawbridge 
Noes: (None) 

 
2. Mayor's Appointment of Members of the City Council to Standing, 

Ad Hoc and Outside Agency Committees 
 

This item was continued, as there were some scheduling conflicts with some of 
the appointments.  

 
D. PRESENTATIONS 

 
1. SoFit City Presentation 

 
V. ADOPTION OF AGENDA: 
 

On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Council Member 
Schwartzman,  Council adopted the Agenda, as presented, on roll call by the 
following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Strawbridge 
Noes: (None) 
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VI. OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 

A. WRITTEN COMMENT 
 

One item received (copy on file).  
 

B. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

None 

 
VII. CONSENT CALENDAR: 
 

Council pulled item VII.E for discussion.  
 

On motion of Council Member Schwartzman, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes,  Council adopted the Consent Calendar, as amended, on roll call by the 
following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Strawbridge 
Noes: (None) 
 

A. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 2, 2014 CITY 
COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 
B. SECOND READING AND ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 

SECTION 2.76.040 (MEETING TIME AND PLACE) OF CHAPTER 2.76 
(PARKS, RECREATION AND CEMETERY COMMISSION) OF TITLE 2 
(ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL) OF BENICIA MUNICIPAL CODE 
TO CHANGE THE TIME OF THE MEETING TO THE SECOND 
WEDNESDAY OF EVERY OTHER MONTH 

 
ORDINANCE 14-12 - AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF BENICIA AMENDING SECTION 2.76.040 (MEETING TIME AND PLACE) 
OF CHAPTER 2.76 (PARKS, RECREATION AND CEMETERY COMMISSION) 
OF TITLE 2 (ADMINISTRATION AND PERSONNEL) OF THE BENICIA 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO CHANGE THE MEETING TIME TO THE SECOND 
WEDNESDAY OF EVERY OTHER MONTH 

 
C. AUTHORIZE THE PURCHASE OF ONE (1) ZOLL X-SERIES CARDIAC 

MONITOR, INCLUDING MONITOR SUPPLIES AND SERVICE 
CONTRACT 

 
RESOLUTION 14-146 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BENICIA AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF ONE ZOLL X-SERIES 
CARDIAC MONITOR 
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D. AUTHORIZE MEMBERSHIP IN THE WESTERN REGIONAL WATER 

COALITION 
 

RESOLUTION 14-147 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BENICIA AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BENICIA TO JOIN THE 
WESTERN RECYCLED WATER COALITION AS AN ASSOCIATE 
PARTICIPANT AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO SIGN THE 
ASSOCIATE PARTICIPANT ADDENDUM TO THE WESTERN RECYCLED 
WATER COALITION MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 

 
E. REVIEW OF NOVEMBER WATER REPORT 

 
Mayor Patterson wanted Staff to provide the public with the opportunity to hear 
the staff report on this item.  

Graham Wadsworth, Public Works Director, reviewed the staff report.  

Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed the graph showing the total 
amount of water used through November, 2014.  

Council Member Strawbridge and Staff discussed the fact that there was no cost 
to the City for the Water Smart Pilot Program. They discussed recent school 
bond and replacement of the fields at the high school with turf fields.  

Vice Mayor Hughes and Staff discussed the cost of the above referenced turf 
project.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed the water allocation that the City 
will receive.  

Mayor Patterson discussed the issue of rain water capture and water 
conservation, and how Los Angeles has become more self-sustaining regarding 
rain water capture and storm water management.  

 
 

F. APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT WITH V.W.    
HOUSEN & ASSOCIATES FOR CONTINUED ENGINEERING SUPPORT 
SERVICES AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLANNING FOR THE 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 
RESOLUTION 14-148 - A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF BENICIA APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT FOR 
CONTINUED ENGINEERING SUPPORT SERVICES FOR THE PUBLIC 
WORKS DEPARTMENT WITH V.W. HOUSEN AND ASSOCIATES FOR A 
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NOT-TO-EXCEED COST OF $59,040 AND AUTHORIZING THE CITY 
MANAGER TO SIGN THE AMENDMENT TO AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF 
THE CITY 

 
G. APPROVAL OF METEOROLOGICAL LICENSE AND  

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY AGREEMENT FOR CITY-OWNED 
PROPERTY 

 
H. Approval to waive the reading of all ordinances introduced and 

adopted pursuant to this agenda. 
 
VIII. BUSINESS ITEMS: 
 

A. REVIEW OF PROPOSAL TO PREPARE A MANUAL TO GUIDE THE 
PURPOSE AND WORK OF THE CITY'S BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND 
COMMITTEES 

 
Anne Cardwell, Assistant City Manager, reviewed the staff report.  

Brad Kilger, City Manager, discussed support for proceeding with developing a 
manual to help guide the purpose and work of the City's boards, commissions, 
and committees.  

Vice Mayor Hughes and Staff discussed the issue of hiring a consultant to get 
the work done. It is time the City move forward with this issue. City Staff probably 
has the expertise, but not the time to deal with it.  

Council Member Campbell and Staff discussed the timetable for this project. He 
was worried about proceeding with this before the budget was balanced, as he 
did not want to use reserve funds to fund this.  

Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed support for proceeding with 
this item.  

Public Comment: 

1. Constance Beutel - Ms. Beutel discussed who would be conducting the 
analysis, whether the data would be used, and whether the 
commissioners would be embraced in the tone of the investigation.  

Staff clarified that what Ms. Beutel was referring to was from a previous 2012 
scope of work, which was not what was being proposed tonight; it's the proposal 
that precedes that attachment, and it is for preparing a manual.  

Mayor Patterson discussed the need for at least one public workshop so the 
public could be involved. Staff confirmed they would look into the issue and see 
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what dialogue or forum could be done.  
 

On motion of Council Member Strawbridge, seconded by Council Member 
Hughes,  Council approved, by motion, giving the City Manager approval to enter 
into an agreement with the consulting firm to prepare a manual to guide the 
purpose and work of the City's boards, commissions, and committees, on roll call 
by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Hughes, Strawbridge 
Noes: Campbell 

 
B. COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION FUNDING REQUEST 

 
Constance Beutel, Community Sustainability Chairperson, reviewed the 
commission's reason for the request.  

Dan Marks, Interim Community Development Director, apologized if Staff 
misinterpreted the commission's intent. They are happy to go back and discuss 
the grant issue, and come back to Council at a later date to discuss. It was a 
useful exercise to discuss all of the issues. The only issue before the Council at 
this point is to modify the ordinance regarding how the commission would treat 
any money that was returned to them.  

Brad Kilger, City Manager, suggested giving Staff direction to develop a draft 
ordinance similar to the Human Services Board and the Arts & Culture 
Commission.  

Council Member Schwartzman and Staff discussed amending the ordinance 
regarding this issue.  

Public Comment:  

1. Eric Hoglund - Mr. Hoglund discussed concern regarding giving a lot 
of power to people who were not elected by the people.  

2. Constance Beutel clarified that the commission's request was for 
fundraising or seeking grants with Council's approval, just like the Arts & 
Culture Commission.  

Vice Mayor Hughes clarified that any funding requests would still need to come 
to Council for approval.  

Mayor Patterson stated that it would be added value, but with the oversight of 
Council, so there is a benefit.  

 
On motion of Council Member Hughes, seconded by Vice Mayor Campbell, 
Council approved, by motion, directing Staff to prepare and bring back to Council 
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for review, an ordinance that reflects similar language that is included in the Arts 
& Culture Commission and Human Services Board ordinance, on roll call by the 
following vote: 

 
Ayes: Patterson, Schwartzman, Campbell, Hughes, Strawbridge 
Noes: (None) 

 
C. Council Member Committee Reports: 

 
1. Mayor's Committee Meeting. (Mayor Patterson) Next Meeting Date: 

December 17, 2014 
 

2. Association of Bay Area Governments 
(ABAG)http://www.abag.ca.gov/. (Mayor Patterson and Council 
Member Strawbridge) Next Meeting Date: TBD 

 
3. Finance Committee. (Council Member Campbell and Council 

Member Strawbridge) Next Meeting Date: December 18, 2014 
 

4. League of California Cities. (Mayor Patterson and Council Member 
Campbell) Next Meeting Date: January 21, 2015 

 
5. School Liaison Committee. (Vice Mayor Hughes and Council 

Members Strawbridge) Next Meeting Date: March 5, 2015 
 

6. Sky Valley Open Space Committee. (Council Member Campbell 
and Council Member Schwartzman) Next Meeting Date: TBD 

 
7. Solano EDC Board of Directors. (Mayor Patterson and Council 

Member Strawbridge) Next Meeting Date: January 22, 2015 
 

8. Solano Transportation Authority (STA). http://www.sta.ca.gov/ 
(Mayor Patterson and Council Member Schwartzman) Next 
Meeting Date: January 14, 2015 

 
9. Solano Water Authority-Solano County Water Agency and Delta 

Committee. http://www.scwa2.com/(Mayor Patterson and Vice 
Mayor Hughes) Next Meeting Date: January 8, 2015 

 
10. Traffic, Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Committee. (Council 

Member Campbell and Council Member Schwartzman) Next 
Meeting Date: January 15, 2015 

 
11. Tri-City and County Cooperative Planning Group. (Mayor 

Patterson and Council Member Strawbridge) Next Meeting Date: 
TBD 
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12. Valero Community Advisory Panel (CAP). (Mayor Patterson and 

Vice Mayor Hughes) Next Meeting Date: TBD 
 

13. Youth Action Coalition. (Mayor Patterson, Vice Mayor Hughes and 
Council Member Strawbridge) Next Meeting Date: January 28, 
2015 

 
14. ABAG-CAL FED Task Force-Bay Area Water Forum. 

http://www.baywaterforum.org/ (Mayor Patterson) Next Meeting 
Date: TBD 

 
15. SOLTRANS Joint Powers Authority (Mayor Patterson, Vice Mayor 

Hughes and Council Member Schwartzman) Next Meeting Date: 
January 15, 2015 

 
IX. ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Mayor Patterson adjourned the meeting at 8:23 p.m. in memory of Lee 
Syracuse. 

 
 
 
 


