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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

~——

November 17, 2016

The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia Interim City Manager Steve Salomon is
published twice monthly highlighting the activities of the departments of our full-service
city. Previous editions are available on the City of Benicia City Manager’s page. For
additional information on any items in this report, please see Contact Information at the
end of this report.

M EssAGE FROM INTERIM CITY MANAGER STEVE SALOMON: Along with the national
and state election items on the November 8 ballot, there were also county and city elections.
The results are in and are as follows:

Solano County Board of Supervisors (representing Benicia):
Monica Brown

Mayor, City of Benicia:
Elizabeth Patterson

City Council Member, City of Benicia:
Steve Young
Tom Campbell

City Clerk, City of Benicia:
Lisa Wolfe

City Treasurer, City of Benicia:
Ken Paulk

As of this date, there are nearly 13,000 uncounted ballots in Solano County, however, this
number is not enough statistically to change the outcome. The Solano County Reqistrar of
Voters Office is working hard to get a final tally and expects to certify the results by
December 6.

| invite you to a reception for incoming and outgoing City of Benicia elected officials on
Tuesday, December 6 at 6:00 PM in the Commission Room at City Hall, 250 East L Street.
The reception will take place prior to the City Council meeting at 7:00 PM. — City Manager
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https://www.solanocounty.com/depts/rov/november_8th_2016___presidential_general_election/election_results/default.asp
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http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?SEC=50B48CA2-E677-4F1A-ABCB-27C5D9BCB739&Type=B_BASIC

Hovioay CLosure: Benicia City Offices, the Benicia Community Center and the
Benicia Public Library will be closed on Thursday &
Friday, November 24 & 25 in observance of the
Thanksgiving holiday.

Requests for emergency water and sewer service may be
made at the Benicia Police Department, 200 East L Street
or 707.745.3411. — City Manager’s Office

Skip THE MALL, SHOP SMALL IN BENICIA: After enjoying Thanksgiving with friends &
family, kICk off the shopping season with Small Business Saturday in downtown and around
N xS ] town in Benicia on November 26.

" Look for live music (1:00-4:00 PM), free
giveaways like the cool canvas bag pictured,
glass blowing, art demos, and discounts.
- Show your friends and family Benicia at its
- best.

— The first 30 at Benicia Main Street (90 First
~ Street) at 11:00 AM get $5 in Downtown
|~ Dollars to start you off.

Also, for every $10 spent at participating merchants through December 1, receive one entry
in the Holiday Shopping Spree. Winner will receive $500 in Downtown Dollars, which
spend like cash at nearly 70 locations!

Once Upon A Canvas at 129 First St in the Tannery building always has a fun day in store
with exhibitions and live demos. Stop by and join the fun.

Benicia Plein Air Gallery at 307 First St is featuring Small Works for the Holidays, original
mini-paintings as Christmas Tree ornaments.

Gallery 621 at 309 First St is hosting Perfect Square, 50 12"x12" works by 11 artists
bringing their unique interpretation

of the Perfect Square. SKIP THE MALL
Watch Lindsay Art Glass owner

David Lindsay blowing glass SHOP SMALL
during Small Business Saturday at
109 East F St (at First St). Check

out their unique gift selection and |[EEE——— 0 8
hand-blown ornaments for sale. SUPPORT BENICIA BUSINESSES

Gallerie Renee Marie at 1038 First St will feature Small Works (affordable art) by member
artists. They open at noon and will hold an Open House, 4:00 — 7:00 PM.

Nourot Art Glass Gallery is now open at 637 First St. We're excited to have them downtown.
If you haven't seen the work by Nick Nourot, you're in for a treat. — Economic Development
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PLasTic BAG BAN UPDATE FROM REPUBLIC SERVICES: Plastic bags, which are made
from petroleum, can take centuries to fully biodegrade, and have become a major source of
plastic litter. A study published in January by the group Ocean
Conservancy identified plastic bags as one of the most hazardous
types of plastic litter for marine mammals, which get tangled up in
the bags or mistake them for prey and eat them.

Last year, California passed a law banning stores from giving out
plastic bags for free. It was the first statewide ban of its kind in the
country. It was set to take effect this July, but the plastic bag
industry stopped that from happening by financing a ballot
measure to repeal the ban.

On the November ballet, Proposition 65 redirected money collected by grocery and other
retail stores through the mandated sale of carryout bags into a special fund for environmental
projects. This did not pass. The opposition to 65 said most retailers where the ban was in
effect were not earning money from the ten cents per bag, but were still losing money or
breaking even with the purchase of reusable bags.

Proposition 67 passed and upheld the statute that prohibits grocery and other stores from
providing customers with single-use plastic bags or paper carryout bags, but permits the sale
of recycled paper or reusable bags.

The ban takes effect when the California Secretary of State certifies the election on
December 16. We will look to the State for how this will be implemented in Benicia. Until
then, bringing your own reusable bags is the best solution. — Public Works

Cooxine O Pickup: Planning on frying your turkey
for Thanksgiving? Call Republic Services for a door-to-
door pickup on used cooking oil (hazardous waste). Just
call Customer Service at 707.747.0608. — Public Works

Revicur Your HoLpays: Holiday traditions are great,
but not when it comes to those outdated, energy-guzzling
—and potentially unsafe — lights you’re about to haul down
from the attic. It’s time to relegate them to a recycling bin

is a bright idea.

For energy savings, safety and the environment, make

for more information through Energy Upgrade
California. — Community Development

and upgrade to cooler, longer- Iastlng LEDs It really

2016 the year you Relight Your Holidays. Click here
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ALARMRECALL: BeniciaFire Department wants you to know about an important product

recall. Kidde NightHawk combination smoke/carbon monoxide (CO) alarms (shown) have
been recalled.

MODEL NUMBER

Mude..m.cosgm- The alarm can fail to continue to chirp when it
ATTERY BACKUP - - - .
reaches its seven year end of life if the batteries are
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This recall involves Kidde NightHawk talking
combo smoke/CO alarm with model number KN-
COSM-IB and manufacture dates between June 1,
2004 and December 31, 2010. The alarms are hard-
wired into a home’s electric power. The unit has a compartment on the back for the
installation of a replaceable 9V backup battery. The alarm is white, round and measures
about 5 to 6 inches in diameter. “Kidde” is engraved on the front of the alarm. “Kidde,” the
model number and manufacture dates are printed on a label on the back on the alarm.

It is recommended that consumers immediately stop using the recalled alarms and contact
Kidde directly for a free replacement alarm based on date of manufacture or a discount on
a new alarm. Click here for more info. Consumers may contact Kidde toll-free at
855.239.0490 from 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM ET Monday — Friday or online at
www.kidde.com and click on “Product Safety Notice” for more information. — Fire
Department

Povice REsERVE OFFICER SWORN In:  On Tuesday November 8, Benicia Police
Department marked a milestone with the swearing-in of Reserve Police Officer Keith Kops.

Benicia Police Department is reinstating their Reserve Police Officer Program and Officer
Kops is their first reserve since the program

was put on pause approximately two g
decades ago. Officer Kops will also be the !
program coordinator. He has been a reserve |
in a few other agencies in the past and
brings a wealth of knowledge and
experience with him.,

Volunteer Reserve Officers have peace
officer authority and supplement the
department’s patrol staff in patrolling the
city, as well as helping with special events,
responding to disaster situations, and critical incidents.

If you or someone you know is interested in joining the Benicia Police Department Reserve
Program™*, apply here: http://bit.ly/2fmXCjR or contact Sergeant Laughter at 707.745.3412.
— Police Department

*All Reserve candidates must have graduated from a police academy and must complete the standard Field
Training Program.
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MYRIDE COMBINES HIGH TECH WITH LOW FARES:

Thanks to a new app that launched in June, SolTrans

commuters in Solano County now have all the smartphone rans
convenience of an Uber or Lyft—yet still only pay a fraction

of the fare. Now, public transit riders in Vallejo, Benicia and beyond can get real-time
locations and arrival times of every SolTrans bus in operation thanks to the MyRide app for

10S and Android. Just like the other rideshare apps, MyRide tells you exactly where and

when your bus will arrive, so you know how long your wait time will be at any particular

stop.

But the powerful MyRide app does more than just provide real-time bus locations and
arrival/departure times. MyRide can also help you plan the route for your trip with SolTrans
route maps right on your phone. It can also send you text alerts when your bus is close to
arriving, and lists the closest bus stops complete with walking directions from wherever you
are.

The MyRide app is free for both iOS and Android, and SolTrans still maintains its same low
fares. With SolTrans and MyRide, you get the perfect mix of high tech and low cost. Click
here for more information. — City Manager’s Office

C i1y PARK CLEAN UP DAY: On Saturday, November 5, the City’s Building Maintenance
Division and the Benicia Youth Commission hosted a community clean-up day to seal and
restore the Playground of Dreams in City Park. Parks & Community Services staff worked
alongside approximately 50 volunteers from the Benicia Youth Commission, the Benicia
Lutheran Church, various clubs from the high school and members of the community. They
are thankful for all of those individuals and groups who came out to assist with the clean-
up and restoration for the winter season and send a special thanks to Brent Everett, Building
Maintenance Supervisor and Lindsay Dion, Recreation Supervisor, for organizing the event.
— Parks & Community Services

vam
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SAVE THE DATE: Bring the kids for Pictures with Santa on Saturday, December 10, at
Benicia Fire Station #11, 150 Military East. There is a session from 2:00-3:00 PM for
children with special needs. The session from 4:00-7:00 PM is open for all. This event is
sponsored by Benicia Fire Department and Benicia Parks & Community Services. They are
accepting donations of new, unwrapped toys for the Toys for Tots Drive. — Fire Department
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"BEIIVICIA FIRE DEPARTMENT ALONG WITH

=

” CUME SPEND TIME WITH SANTA AND FRIENDS

Y SATURDAY DECEMBER 10TH
'4-7 PM

FIRE STATION 11 | 150 MILITARY WEST

WE WILL BE ACCEPTING TOYS FOR THE TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE
ALL TOYS MUST BE NEW AND UNWRAPPED '

NEW CoDES GOING INTO EFFECT: Just a head’s up that new codes are going into effect
that will affect new building permits and plan reviews submitted after December 23, 2016.
(Note: Benicia City Hall will be closed December 26-30).

November 17, 2016
Page 7



To learn more about it, read item 15B on the City Council meeting agenda of November 15,
2016 or contact the Building Department at 707.746.4230. — Community Development
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2016 California Building, Fire Code and
City of Benicia Municipal Code Updates
Effective January 1, 2017

All new permit and plan review applications submitted after December 23, 2016
shall be required to comply with the following new state codes:
Benicia Municipal Code {available January 9, 2017)

2016 California Residential Code
2016 California Building Code
2016 California Electrical Code
2016 California Mechanical Code
2016 California Plumbing Code
2016 California Fire Code
2016 California Energy Code
2016 CalGreen Code

NOW AVAILABLE! S N
2016 CALIFORNIA BUILDING STANDARDS CODE =
ORNIA REPL.

City Council will consider the draft ordinance
on November 15, 2016. For more information visit:

City of Benicia - Building - 250 East L Street - Benicia, CA 94510 - 707.746.4230 - comdev@di.benicia.ca.us

City of Benicia - Fire - 150 Military West - Benicia, CA 94510 - 707.746.4275 - firedept@ci.benicia.ca.us
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Goars ARE BAcK! In early November, goats returned to Benicia to assist with vegetation

management. At the direction of the Fire Department, the owners of Goats R Us will move
the herds throughout the city.

The City’s goal is to reduce vegetation along property lines
bordering open space. Goats are only one component of the
City’s Vegetation Management Program. View a detailed
Status Report on the Vegetation Management Program
presented to the City Council on April 26, 2016.

It is expected that the goat herder will conduct all
operations in a responsible, professional, and
environmentally conscious manner, and is responsible at all times for containment of
livestock on the premises. Goats R Us has several breeds of goats selectively bred for
grazing. The goats will be used as long as needed.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact Josh
Chadwick, Acting Deputy Fire Chief, at
707.746.4275 or jchadwick@ci.benicia.ca.us. —
Fire Department

Siadr O PN TSR

Stephens Court before & after demonstratlc;nA of the beneflts of goat grazing.

Y ourn Commission HONORS THE VETERANS: The Benicia Youth Commission placed
over 150 Amerlcan flags at the City Cemetery on Thursday, November 10, in honor of
& » R @ Veteran’s Day. Commissioners lined the center
aisle of the cemetery, placed flags throughout the
grass and also placed flags on individual graves of
veterans. The group’s intent was that the flags
created a warm welcome to families visiting the
cemetery over the holiday weekend as well as
honoring our Military Veterans. — Parks &
Community Services
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T ake My TREE, PLEASE: Looking to get rid of your live Christmas tree after the holiday?
The local Boy Scouts have a Christmas Tree Recycling Project. Take
( | '\ advantage of this convenient community service and fundraiser from
g O Benicia’s Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, and Venture Crew. This project is run
Tl in full cooperation with the City of Benicia and Republic Services. The
t\“/_‘j, trees are chipped, and used for ground cover on City properties. You can
drop off your tree or you can register for pickup of your tree at your home
or business. Donations welcome! ($7.00 suggested).
Drop-off & Pick-up:
9:00 AM - 3:30 PM (Please no trees dropped off after 3:30 PM.)
Saturday, December 31
Sunday, January 1
Monday, January 2

Saturday, January 7
Sunday, January 8

Locations:

Benicia Community Park (behind Matthew Turner School)
or

First Baptist Church (on Southampton Rd.)

Flocked trees are accepted.

Register for pickup at www.BeniciaScouts.org or call the
tree recycle hotline, 707.551.4520. Appointments are
required for pickup.

Missed the Boy Scouts’ pickup? Flocked, painted, or
artificial flocked trees can be collected curbside for $40 per
tree with an appointment scheduled in advance. Tree
Recycling pickup dates are same as drop-off dates.

Important information for placing trees in your green yard waste cart:
e No flocked trees
Branches must be 3 inches or less in diameter and 3 feet or less in length
Remove tree stand
Lid must close
No plastic bags, lights, ornaments, tinsel, nails, or tree stands.

For questions call Republic Services at 707.747.0608. — Public Works

Fire DepARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  The Benicia Fire
Department monthly report for October 2016 is now available. It
contains information about Emergency Operations, Prevention,
Training, and Response Times. Click here to read more. — Fire
Department
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OrEN GOVERNMENT TRAINING: The City Attorney’s Ofﬁce is hosting the final Open
Government training class of the year. All s

City Board and Commission Members are tmﬁﬁm
required to attend training once a year. This g ;
. collaboration @, . mapping Journahsm F°'Aenqagemert local 57/ democracy

class is open to all Commissioners currently transp arenc pub,,c.avea;a S 3,"2:t

serving and members of the public are

invited to attend, as well. Open

The training will be on Monday, December 12 at 6:00 PM in the Commission Room
located at City Hall. Please contact Stephanie Barreto at the City Attorney's Office if you
plan to attend or have questions. — City Attorney’s Office

BALL FIELD MAINTENANCE: Although baseball fields are closed for the season, the Parks
Division staff are already working hard getting the fields ready for the spring baseball
season. Ridges that build up over the playing season are removed, worn areas of turf are cut
out, and low spots filled in with new sod in the fall so the turf has time to root over the
winter months. In the spring, staff will ;

return to cut new lines, add infield mix
where needed, and prepare the infields
so they are in top condition for the
playing season.

In addition to work on the baseball
fields, Parks Division Staff recently
performed turf renovations on fields
#2 and #3 at Benicia Community
Park. Both fields were closed and
fenced off for the winter months. The
fields were then deep tine aerated, over seeded, fertilized, and top-dressed. The fields will
remain closed over the winter months to allow the seed to germinate and become established
before re-opening the fields in the spring when it will be time to...PLAY BALL! — Parks
& Community Services

RECORDS & SUPPORT PERSONNEL HONORED: On November
9, Benicia Police records and support staff members were
recognized at the Solano County Law Enforcement Records &
Support Personnel 17th Annual Luncheon. Hosted by Benicia
Police, this year’s event was attended by personnel from Vallejo,
Dixon, Fairfield, Vacaville, Suisun City Police Departments,
California Highway Patrol and the Solano County Sheriff’s ‘
Office. Benicia Chief Erik Upson is shown addressing the group. — Police Department
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SoLTRANS FINALIZES ROUTE 20 SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENTS: New schedules for SolTrans
local Route 20 went into effect on Monday, November 14.

SolTrans is implementing these changes in order to coumsus
improve reliability on the recently extended Route 20 to T T —
provide a better customer experience. New maps and
schedules can be found online at www.soltransride.com
and are being posted at key stops along the route. The stop
changes will maintain new service to Sutter Solano
Medical Center, Kaiser Permanente Medical Center, and
Sereno Transit Center, while eliminating lightly used stops
on Fairgrounds Drive, and on Sereno Drive east of
Tuolumne Street. The route will now connect Vallejo
Corners (Target Shopping Center) to the hospitals by using
Redwood Parkway and Tuolumne Street.

In Benicia, the route will continue to serve stops at both
Casa de Vilarrasa and Rancho Benicia while adding a stop
on Military East at East Fifth Street, reducing delays
encountered along First Street. It will operate as a loop
starting from City Park, then serving East H Street, East | A"
Street, East Fifth Street, and Military East before passing
City Park on the way to Vallejo.

The route will now operate every 120 minutes. In conjunction with the routing changes, this
will allow for a reliable service. “When we instituted changes in August, we were very
excited to serve new locations and better connect our two cities of Benicia and Vallejo,”
said Michael Abegg, Planning & Operations Manager. “Unfortunately, in our excitement,
we didn’t accurately calculate the time required to operate the new route. As a result, we
ended up with an unreliable service.” He added that the staff will continue to review the
route, especially to determine how to serve Six Flags Discovery Kingdom directly during
the Spring and Summer, while noting that customers can still connect to Routes 5 and 85
for access to Six Flags.

Solano County Transit (SolTrans) has been the public transportation provider for south
Solano County since July 2011. SolTrans provides local and regional fixed routes,
complementary paratransit, dial-a-ride service, and subsidized taxi programs. The agency is
a Joint Powers Authority (JPA) that is governed by a six-member Board of Directors,
composed of two representatives from the cities of Benicia and Vallejo, Solano County’s
representative on the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC), and a representative
from the Solano Transportation Authority. — City Manager’s Office

—= - g

COMPOST GIVEAWAY: Do you want to be on the email
reminder list for the next compost giveaway? Do you have
an idea or need for a class with environmental content? Let
Republic Services know. Email Marie Knutson at
MKnutson@RepublicServices.com. — Public Works
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EnverGEncY Exercise: On November 10, City of Benicia personnel participated in a
Solano County Emergency Exercise simulating a
major earthquake. The Emergency Operations
4 Center (EOC) was activated and staff were given a
~ scenario that continuously changed or escalated
\,"" - throughout the exercise, allowing them to work out
Py critical problems. You’ll see in the photos that staff
are wearing vests identifying the section they are
working in, e.g.; Command, Operations, Planning,
Logistics or Finance/Administration. They have
specific functions laid out in our Emergency
Operations Plan. Staff met for a debriefing this
week, discussing successes and difficulties. Training
like this helps staff be more ready to handle amajor gy we— |
incident in our city.

In a disaster, volunteer participants come in many -
forms. Participating in this exercise were members ;
of Benicia Amateur Radio Club (BARC) who
helped relay information to and from the field, the
Emergency Operation Center, and the County. In
real world events, through the Benicia Emergency
Response Team (BERT) program, trained
community volunteers are divided into geographic
zones and have gmdance as to how to coordinate
. with other
members in their zone to assist during a disaster.
Should additional volunteers come forward during
a disaster (emergency medical personnel, etc.), they
. would be registered as spontaneous volunteers
through the process established by the EOC.

The City of Benicia operates in accordance with the
National (NIMS) and State (SEMS) incident
management systems. These systems allow us to
coordinate efforts during a disaster event, including
the tracking of our personnel. Tracking civilian
victims would be done in accordance with the

County and State plans for Mass Casualty ,1 _%_'-j—w"’/ =
Incidents. Each of these programs is consistent with = ol =
guidelines from the State and FEMA, as well. i s o

For further information or questions on emergency
procedures, see http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/fire or b
email firedept@ci.benicia.ca.us. In an emergency,
you can receive accurate updates through
www.AlertBenicia.org. Sign up today! — Fire
Department
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL AWARD: Retired Benicia

Police Lieutenant Frank Hartig was awarded for his work
on Safe Routes to School at the annual Solano
Transportation Authority awards dinner on November 9.
His efforts resulted in the Benicia Unified School §
District being the first district in the county to have all
elementary schools participate in the Solano Safe Routes to
School program.

Through his commitment, he has promoted and adopted the '
Walking School Bus routes, Walking Wednesdays and Mayor Patterson with Frank
bicycle rodeos at schools. Frank and the City of Benicia are & Peggy Hartig
committed to making our streets and sidewalks safer, especially for our children. — Police
Department

~ CONTACT INFORMATION ~

The City Manager’s Report from City of Benicia Interim City Manager Steve Salomon is
published twice monthly. Email your questions or comments to edev@ci.benicia.ca.us. For
additional information on any of the items in this report, please contact one of the following
departments:

City Manager: 707.746.4200

City Attorney: 707.746.4216
Administrative Services (Finance, Human Resources, 1.T): 707.746.4200
City Clerk: 707.746.4200

Community Development: 707.746.4280
Economic Development: 707.746.4202

Fire Department: 707.746.4275

Library: 707.746.4343

Parks & Community Services: 707.746.4285
Police Department: 707.746.4265

Public Works: 707.746.4240
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http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/fire
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?SEC=38934BFA-DA30-4BC9-9BDB-728A7DCE123F&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?SEC=97DA732C-635C-440A-9251-D6A77BC2CD86&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/police
http://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/index.asp?SEC=350665EA-B577-4617-A9E1-129D097B135A&Type=B_BASIC

