
 

                                                  
 
 

Community Development Department 
                                                                              MEMORANDUM 

 
Date:  March 14, 2016 
To:            Historic Preservation Review Commission 
From:  Mario Giuliani, Economic Development Manager 
Re:  Replacement of Downtown Street Signs 
 
BACKGROUND 
Last Fall, the Public Works Department secured funding to replace the worn-out 
and in some cases the nearly impossible to read street signs on First Street. 
Initially the City thought the replaced signs had to conform with current Federal 
and State Highway standards, meaning the First Street signs could only be 
replaced with one of four approved street sign background colors (white, 
brown, green or blue). However, because First Street is a designated a Historic 
District, the City is allowed to continue to utilize the current design.  
 
Sign prototypes will be presented to the Commission during the March 28 
meeting. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The Public Works Department has created two models from which the City 
Council may select to replace the existing signs. One model mirrors the current 
design, only updated with new reflective material to adhere to new highway 
standards and an alternative choice with a blue background, trimmed in white 
with white font with the City logo affixed on the left hand side.  
 
Prior to seeking City Council authorization, staff is soliciting feedback from a 
variety of groups to offer their comment and recommendation to the City 
Council. Staff has or is in the process of soliciting feedback from the following 
groups: Benicia Tourism Committee, Economic Development Board, Historic 
Preservation Review Commission, Benicia Main Street, and the Downtown 
Benicia Alliance.  
 
Regardless of the selection by the City Council, all the existing signs will be 
refitted with new reflective tape. It is anticipated that staff with take the item for 
Council consideration in April with work scheduled to begin in Late May or June.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Review the sign prototypes and provide a recommendation to the City Council. 
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