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Executive Summary 
The City of Benicia engaged Walker Consultants to provide a comprehensive analysis of downtown parking.  The 

intent of this study is to provide a summary of the existing parking conditions in downtown including the existing 

parking supply, weekday and weekend occupancy, existing regulations, and current parking management practices. 

The study also includes an analysis of the parking needs of potentially redeveloping the East E Street public parking 

lot into a hotel. The study also provides results of public outreach efforts including two online surveys and two 

community workshops.  

The result of these activities is a list of recommended strategies in Section Five (5) of this report to assist the City in 

making improvements to downtown parking and plan for increased multi-modal activities downtown 

Existing Conditions  
Based on a review of the existing conditions analysis, major findings include:  

¶ There are an estimated 1,706+ parking spaces in the study area. This number includes 1,309+ publicly 

available on-street spaces and 397+ off-street spaces (166+ public spaces and 231+ private spaces).  

¶ Peak parking demand occurred on a Saturday from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. with 963+ vehicles parked, 618+ 

spaces available, and a utilization rate of 56% for all on and off-street parking surveyed. 

¶ Tuesday peak parking demand also occurred from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. with 924+ parked vehicles, 782+ 

spaces available, and a utilization rate of 54%. 

¶ Off-street parking demand varied on both Saturday and Tuesday but was generally lower than on-street 

spaces.  

¶ First Street experiences the highest parking demand with over 80% of spaces occupied throughout each 

analysis period on Saturday.  

¶ During the FarmŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9 {ǘǊŜŜǘ tǳōƭƛŎ [ƻǘΣ peak parking demand occurred at 6:00 p.m. with 

107+ vehicles parked. 

¶ Turnover on First Street is relatively high, however, there are still a notable number of vehicles that are 

likely violating the 3-hour time limit (approximately 40 vehicles park for four or more hours on weekdays 

and weekends).  

¶ Turnover on the lettered side streets varies with lower turnover in comparison to First Street.  

¶ Parking on First Street is time limited to 3-hours, however, according to the City, parking regulations are 

currently not enforced. None of the parking spaces are metered or paid. 

¶ Parking wayfinding is currently provided via directional signs indicating the direction of travel for public 

parking. Most signs are directing visitors to angled street parking, which may present some confusion if 

visitors anticipate a public lot. Signs also appear small and faded.  
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¶ Access to downtown is also provided via an existing bike route (indicated by shared lane markings on First 

Street) and limited Solano Transit service. Generally, downtown is most accessible by vehicle.  

¶ There is a limited amount of ADA parking available downtown.  

¶ When compared to the 2004 study, major findings were similar, with some increase in both parking supply 

and demand. 

ES Table 1 provides a summary of the parking inventory and peak occupancy for both the weekend and weekday 

peak.   

ES Table 1: Parking Inventory and Occupancy Summary 

 Inventory Occupancy Utilization Availability 

  Sat Tues Sat Tues Sat Tues 

On-Street 1,309 839 778 64% 59% 346 531 

Off-Street 397 124 146 31% 37% 273 251 

Total 1,706 963 924 56% 54% 619 782 

Source: Walker Consultants, 2019 

ES Figure 1 graphically shows the peak parking occupancy experienced on Saturday and ES Figure 2 shows the 

Tuesday peak.  
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ES Figure 1: Saturday Peak Utilization - Lunchtime 

 
Source: Satellite image, Google Earth Professional, 2019; Graphics, Walker Consultants, 2019 

 








































































































































































