
Ballot Information Guide

OFFICIAL NOTICE
PARKS, LANDSCAPE AND LIGHTING ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

Why Is This Assessment Being Proposed?
Currently, about 25% of property owners contribute 
to an exisƟ ng assessment district consisƟ ng of fi ve 
zones. The exisƟ ng district was created in 1989 and only 
applies to fi ve out of 28 parks in the City. The exisƟ ng 
district does not adjust for infl aƟ on and has not kept 
up with today’s costs for labor, uƟ liƟ es, repairs or basic 
supplies. The City currently has $55 million in deferred 
maintenance on our parks, trails, landscape and lighƟ ng. 

The new citywide PLLAD would replace the exisƟ ng 
district and all property owners would contribute to 
fund the needed maintenance and improvements in 
our parks, trails, landscape, lighƟ ng and street medians.

Why Did You Receive This Ballot?
You received this ballot because you own property in 
the City of Benicia. The City is considering a citywide 
funding system, called a Parks, Landscape and LighƟ ng 
Assessment District, or PLLAD, that would help support 
the maintenance and enhancement of parks, trails, 
open spaces, landscaping and lighƟ ng throughout 
the City. If approved, all property owners would 
contribute annually to improve our parks, landscaping 
and lighƟ ng on street medians and park faciliƟ es.

As required by ProposiƟ on 218, this funding iniƟ aƟ ve will 
be decided by mailed ballot, which is included with this 
noƟ ce. It will allow property owners in the City to decide 
whether to create a new citywide funding mechanism 
to replace the exisƟ ng outdated assessment district. 

All ballots must be received on or before October 14, 2025 to be counted

Offi  cial Notice and Ballot Information Guide (Continued)

PLEASE COMPLETE YOUR BALLOT 
AND MAIL IT BACK PROMPTLY

All ballots must be received on or before October 14, 2025 to be counted

What This Funding Ini  a  ve Provides
In 2024, the City approved a Parks, Trails, and 
Open Space Master Plan aŌ er an extensive public 
outreach eff ort. The total amount of the 
proposed assessment chargeable to the enƟ re 
district is $1,891,417 and would enable the 
City to begin addressing community-desired 
improvements, expand maintenance eff orts in 
parks across the City, and maintain landscaping and 
lighƟ ng on street medians. If implemented, the City 
could begin funding the following improvements: 

• Upgrade playground equipment
• Add/upgrade shade structures
• Upgrade ameniƟ es (i.e., tables, benches, BBQ 

grills, water fountain/boƩ le fi lling staƟ ons, etc.)
• Improve quality of trails and/or paths 
• Expand lighƟ ng for ball fi elds at Community Park
• Construct syntheƟ c all-weather fi elds at 

Community Park
• Enhance public restrooms

Tabula  on Process
Ballots are weighted by the proposed amount of 
assessment (your number of votes equal the amount 
of your assessment) and will be tabulated accordingly 
by the City Clerk. The proposed assessment shall 
not be imposed if weighted ballots submiƩ ed in 
opposiƟ on to the proposed assessment exceed the 
weighted ballots submiƩ ed in favor of the proposed 
assessment. If a majority of weighted ballots returned 
are in support, the proposed assessment may be 
levied for fi scal year 2026-27 and may be conƟ nued 
in future years. The City Clerk will announce results 
of the ballot proceedings at the City Council meeƟ ng 
on November 4, 2025. The City Council will consider 
appropriate acƟ on at that Ɵ me. 

No  ce of Public Hearing 
A public hearing will be held on Tuesday, October 14, 
2025 at 6:00 PM at the Council Chambers at Benicia 
City Hall, located at 250 East L Street, Benicia, CA 
94510. All members of the public are welcome and 
encouraged to aƩ end. Ballots from property owners 
shall remain sealed unƟ l the conclusion of the public 
tesƟ mony porƟ on of the City Council hearing, aŌ er 
which tabulaƟ on will begin. 

Proposi  on 218 Compliance Objec  ons
To legally challenge the proposed assessment, you 
must submit a separate wriƩ en objecƟ on under 
AB 2257 that clearly explains how the assessment 
violates ProposiƟ on 218. Your objecƟ on must idenƟ fy 
a specifi c requirement in ProposiƟ on 218 and explain 
why the proposed assessment fails to meet it and 
include (1) the name of the property owner, (2) the 
street address or assessor’s parcel number, and (3) the 
signature of the property owner. General complaints, 
personal opinions, or opposiƟ on to paying does not 
meet the defi niƟ on of “objecƟ on” under AB 2257.

The objecƟ on must be submiƩ ed separately from 
your ballot by October 2, 2025 by (1) Mail or hand-
delivered to City Manager’s Offi  ce, 250 East L Street, 
Benicia, CA 94510; (2) Email at pw@ci.benicia.ca.us; 
or (3) Faxed to (707) 746-1637. Do not include your 
objecƟ on inside the ballot envelope. ObjecƟ ons 
submiƩ ed with ballots do not meet the defi niƟ on of 
“objecƟ on” under AB 2257.

City staff  will review all Ɵ mely wriƩ en objecƟ ons and 
provide a wriƩ en response to each one before the 
close of the public hearing. These responses will be 
presented to the City Council for consideraƟ on prior 
to any decision to approve the assessment. Only those 
who submit valid and Ɵ mely objecƟ ons will preserve 
their right to challenge the assessment in court. 

Addi  onal Informa  on
For more informaƟ on 
concerning the citywide 
Parks, Landscape and 
LighƟ ng Assessment District 
and proposed assessments, 
please contact Public Works 
at (707) 746-4240. You may 
fi nd more informaƟ on about 
the proposed assessment at 
hƩ ps://engagebenicia.com/
en/folders/parks

This funding will replace the beloved Playground of Dreams 
at City Park with an architectual design honoring its history

This funding will improve Benicia Community Park

This funding will improve 
quality of trails and paths This funding will maintain and improve Alvarez 9th Street Park

Community Mee  ngs
Join us at our upcoming community 
meeƟ ngs to learn more, ask 
quesƟ ons, and connect directly 
with City staff . Scan the QR code to 
view meeƟ ng dates and locaƟ ons.
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All ballots must be received on or before October 14, 2025 to be counted

How Would the Assessment Work?
Each property would pay the assessment based on 
a concept called a Single-Family Equivalent (SFE). 
This is a method for esƟ maƟ ng the special benefi ts 
derived from parks, public landscaping and lighƟ ng. 
A typical house (single family residence) is assigned 
one (1) SFE while other property types are assigned 
more or fewer SFEs based on their property type 
(condo, commercial, vacant, etc.), number of units 
and property size. Each property’s rate per SFE is 
further adjusted by its locaƟ on and access to parks, 
grouped into three zones:

Zone Distance to 
Nearest Park

Annual Rate 
per SFE

Monthly 
Equvalent

A Within ½ mile $208.26 $ 17.36

B ½ to 1½ miles 60% of Zone A ≈ $10.42

C Over 1½ miles 20% of Zone A ≈ $3.47

Your ballot will show the specifi c amount proposed 
for your property(s). This amount is based on 
the number of SFEs assigned to your property(s), 
mulƟ plied by the applicable zone’s rate per SFE. 
The Preliminary Engineer’s Report details the 
assessment methodology and can be found at 
hƩ ps://engagebenicia.com/en/folders/parks

How Were These Zones Determined?
Zones are based not only on the straight-line 
distance to a park, but also on pracƟ cal accessibility. 
Factors such as major roadways, freeways, and other 
barriers that aff ect how easily a property owner 
can access a park were considered. Therefore, two 
homes located the same distance from a park might 
fall into diff erent zones if access to the park diff ers.

Property Owners Inside Exis  ng District
If you live in one of the fi ve exisƟ ng zones, your 
current assessment would be replaced by the new 
citywide PLLAD. For a typical house (single family 
residence), the proposed change would increase 
your costs by about $71.70/year ($5.98/month). 
SƟ ll, it would result in more services and upgrades 
to provide special benefi ts to each property in 
neighborhoods throughout the City.

Property Owners Outside Exis  ng District
If you live outside the existng district, you don’t pay 
into the current assessment. The proposed citywide 
PLLAD would ensure that everyone proporƟ onately 
shares the cost and the special benefi ts of more 
resources to support park services for each owner’s 
property.

What if the Funding Ini  a  ve Fails?
If there is a majority protest by property owners 
submiƫ  ng a ballot opposed to the proposed 
assessment, the City may not have adequate funding 
to maintain exisƟ ng levels of service or complete 
community-desired park improvements. Only the 
fi ve parks currently covered under the exisƟ ng 
district would conƟ nue receiving limited funds, and 
future improvements would be delayed or limited.

Public Accountability Safeguards
The funds will be managed under strict rules. They can 
only be used for parks, public landscaping, and lighƟ ng. 
No funds may go to the City’s General Fund. Each 
year, the budget is publicly reviewed, independently 
audited, and a public hearing is held to conƟ nue the 
assessment unless ended by the City Council.

Will Assessments Increase in the Future?
If approved, the assessment will begin in fi scal 
year 2026-27. Each year, the maximum allowed 
assessment amount will increase by infl aƟ on set by 
the change in the Bay Area Consumer Price Index 
(CPI), not to exceed 4% each year. The actual rate 
charged will be set annually by the City Council at a 
public hearing and may be less than the maximum.

Ballot Instruc  ons
To be tabulated, your offi  cial ballot must be signed, 
marked “Yes” or “No,” and received by the Ballot 
Tabulator (City Clerk) before the conclusion of the 
public tesƟ mony porƟ on of the public hearing, 
which begins at 6:00 PM on October 14, 2025 in the 
Council Chambers at Benicia City Hall, located at 250 
East L Street, Benicia, CA 94510. You may return your 
ballot in either of the following ways:

• By Mail: Use the return envelope provided 
in your ballot packet. Be sure the City Clerk 
receives it before 6:00 PM on October 14, 2025. 
Postmarks do not count.

• In Person (Before the Hearing): Deliver it to the 
City Clerk’s Offi  ce at Benicia City Hall, 250 East 
L Street, Benicia, CA 94510, before 6:00 PM on 
October 14, 2025.

• In Person (At the Hearing): Bring it to the public 
hearing scheduled for October 14, 2025, at 6:00 
PM in the Council Chambers at Benicia City Hall.

If you lose your ballot, need a replacement ballot, 
or want to change your vote, please contact Public 
Works at (707) 746-4240 to request another ballot. 

Proposed Parks Landscape & Ligh  ng 
Assessment District Boundaries

Funding will repair medians like this on Military West

Funding will replace ameni  es 
like these at Southampton Park


