RESOLUTION NO. 22- 99

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENICIA CALLING
AND ORDERING THE SUBMISSION TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE
CITY OF BENICIA A CERTAIN MEASURE RELATING TO A PROPOSED
ORDINANCE AMENDMENT MODIFYING CHAPTER 3.22 OF THE BENICIA
MUNICIPAL CODE INCREASING A ONE-CENT GENERAL PURPOSE
TRANSACTION AND USE (“SALES”) TAX TO A ONE AND THREE-QUARTER
CENT AT THE GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8,
2022

WHEREAS, unlike many cities of similar size in the Bay Area, Benicia is a full
service city, equipped with its own City-run police, fire, park, library, and water and
wastewater services; and

WHEREAS, the health and safety of all residents in the City of Benicia (“the City”)
is the City’s top priority; and

WHEREAS, independent engineers recently conducted a Pavement Condition Index
study and rated nearly half of Benicia’s roads as “poor” or “failed”; and

WHEREAS, damaged roads are an enormous safety risk and can cause harm to
drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists and pothole-related damage to cars can be very costly to

drivers; and

WHEREAS, upgrades and repairs to the City’s aging storm drain system are needed
to prevent pollution from our streets running into our local waterways; and

WHEREAS, waiting to address these repairs causes them to worsen, which in turn
increases the cost of repairs; and

WHEREAS, state funding and the City’s existing revenues are inadequate to fund
these critical repairs; and

WHEREAS, an additional revenue source would help fund essential public
improvements to roads, and other aging infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, local, voter-approved funding will provide a guaranteed source of
funding for essential City services that cannot be taken by Sacramento or Washington D.C.

as all funds will be legally required to be spent in Benicia; and

WHEREAS, the proposed measure will include strict accountability requirements
such as public disclosure of all spending and annual independent financial audits that ensure
funds are used effectively and as promised, and only to benefit the Benicia community; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to California Revenue and Taxation Code Section 7285.9 the
City of Benicia ("City") has the authority to levy a Transactions and Use Tax for general
purposes, and subject to voter approval; and



WHEREAS, the City proposes to levy a Transactions and Use Tax (sales tax) for
general purposes to fund unbudgeted priorities, including repairs to roads, bridges, and other

unfunded priority needs; and

WHEREAS, Benicia needs local control over local funds, for local needs; and
WHEREAS, a General Election shall be held on Tuesday, November 8, 2022; and

WHEREAS, on July 5, 2022, the City Council introduced an Ordinance
modifying Chapter 3.22 of the Benicia Municipal Code increasing the existing one cent
transactions and use tax to a one and three-quarter cent transaction and use tax for

general purposes subject to the approval of the voters; and

WHEREAS, the tax provided for by the proposed Ordinance shall be enacted solely to
raise revenue for general purposes, and shall be placed into the City's General Fund, and is not

intended for regulation; and

WHEREAS, passage of a new revenue measure will in no way effect the ability of
the City Council from allocating general funds, including proceeds of Measure C, for any
general fund purpose, including, improving and maintaining the city’s roads system; and

WHEREAS, the City Council also desires, on its own motion, to submit to the
voters at the General Election a question relating to the imposition of a three-quarter of one

cent transactions and use tax for general purposes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Council of the City of
Benicia does resolve, declare, determine and order as follows, that:

SECTION 1. The City Council pursuant to its right and authority, does order to be
submitted to the voters at a General Election the following question:

THE BENICIA SALES TAX MEASURE

Benicia Local Road Repair and Infrastructure Measure.

Shall the City of Benicia enact a measure raising local funds under local control
for general government purposes, including:

e repairing, paving and maintaining deteriorating streets;




 fixing potholes;
e improving safe routes to schools;
e protecting local creeks and the bay from toxins and pollution by fixing

aging, deteriorating storm drains;

NO

by adopting a % cent sales tax, providing approximately $5,000,000 annually,
with citizens’ oversight and annual audits, until ended by voters?

SECTION 2. The proposed measure submitted to the voters is as attached in Exhibit
A to this Resolution, which is incorporated herein by this reference.

SECTION 3. The City will reimburse the county for the actual cost incurred in conducting the
election upon receipt of a bill stating the amount due as determined by the election’s official.

SECTION 4. In all particulars not recited in this Resolution, the election shall be held
and conducted as provided by law for holding municipal elections.

SECTION S. Notice of the time and place of holding the election is given and the City
Clerk is authorized, instructed and directed to give further or additional notice of the
election, in time, form and manner as required by law.

SECTION 6. Pursuant to California Elections Code Section 9280, the City Council hereby
directs the City Clerk to transmit a copy of the measure to the City Attorney. The City Attorney
shall prepare an impartial analysis of the measure, not to exceed 500 words in length, showing
the effect of the measure on the existing law and the operation of the measure, and transmit such
impartial analysis to the City Clerk within ten (10) days of the adoption of this Resolution.

SECTION 7. Arguments for or against this measure shall be submitted not later than 5 p.m. on
August 19, 2022 to the City Clerk.

SECTION 8. [The City Council adopts the provisions of subdivision (a) of Section 9285 of the
Elections Code to permit rebuttal arguments if arguments have been filed in favor of and against
the measure which is being submitted to the voters of the City at this special election. Rebuttal
arguments shall be filed not later than 5:00 p.m. on August 22, 2022.] OR [The City Council

declines to allow rebuttal arguments.]

SECTION 9. The City Clerk is hereby directed to file a certified copy of this
Resolution with the Solano County Board of Supervisors and the Solano County

Registrar of Voters.
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On motion of Council Member Strawbridge, seconded by Council Member Macenski,
the above Resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of Benicia at a regular meeting
of said Council held on the 19™ day of July 2022 by the following vote:

Ayes: Council Members Campbell, Macenski, Strawbridge, and Mayor Young
Noes: Council Member Largaespada
Absent: None

Abstain: None

# \J
Steve Young, May

Attest:

Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk

Date g

I, Lisa Wolfe, City Clerk of the City of Benicia, County
of Solano, State of California, hereby certify that the foregoing
Resolution was adopted by the City Council of the City of
Benicia at a regular meeting held the 19" day of July 2022

U

Wolfe, City Clerk



Exhibit A
Proposed Measure Submitted to the Voters
[see next page]



THE BENICIA SALES TAX MEASURE

Benicia Local Road Repair and Infrastructure Measure.

Shall the City of Benicia enact a measure raising local funds under local control
for general government purposes, including:

e repairing, paving and maintaining deteriorating streets;
o fixing potholes;

e improving safe routes to schools;

e protecting local creeks and the bay from toxins and pollution by fixing

aging, deteriorating storm drains;

by adopting a % cent sales tax, providing approximately $5,000,000 annually,
with citizens’ oversight and annual audits, until ended by voters?

YES

NO




