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Building Safety Division 
250 East L Street 

            Benicia, CA 94510               
Phone: (707) 746-4230 

Online Permit Center Link: https://beniciaca.portal.opengov.com/ 
 
 

 

RESIDENTIAL DECKS 
 

When Is a Permit Required? 
 

      A building permit is required if your deck: 
• Is attached to the house. 
• OR is over 200 square feet. 
• OR is more than 30 inches above the ground at any point. 
• OR serves an exit door. 
• OR involves structural repairs (such as replacing substructure, beams, stairs, or guardrails). 

      A permit is not required if the deck: 
•  Is not attached to the house. 
•  AND is 200 square feet or less. 
•  AND is 30 inches or less above the ground at all points. 
•  AND does not serve an exit door. 

• Note: All new decks require Planning Division review to verify location on the property and 
compliance with all applicable development standards in the zoning ordinance, such as, but 
not limited to, setbacks. Contact the Planning Division at planning@ci.benicia.ca.us or (707) 
746-4301 for more information. 

 
Why Permits Are Important 

 
Permits help ensure: 
•  The deck is safe and structurally sound. 
•  It meets current California Building and Residential Code standards. 
•  It does not create hazards to residents or neighbors. 

 

What Permit Type to Apply For 
 

• Building Permit – Accessory Structure / Type: Accessory Structure / Subtype: Deck 
• Be sure to choose the correct category: Residential, Commercial, or Industrial 
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Key Requirements 
 

• Guardrails: Required if the deck is 30 inches high or higher from grade within 3 feet of the 
edge of the deck. The minimum guardrail height is 42 inches. Openings must not allow a 4 
inch sphere to pass through. 

• Materials: Use decay-resistant or pressure-treated wood. Redwood must not touch soil or 
concrete. Treated wood in contact with soil/concrete must be rated for ground contact. 

• Fasteners: Must be corrosion-resistant (e.g., hot-dipped galvanized or stainless steel). 
• Stability: Decks must be braced for lateral stability and if attached, must be securely anchored 

to the home to resist vertical and lateral loads. Design calculations, stamped and signed by a 
design professional, shall be required at the time of submittal. 

 
What Inspections are Needed? 

• Footings 
• Deck/Underfloor 
• Frame 
• Final 

 

How to Prepare for Inspection 
 

• Schedule inspection(s) through the Permit Center by 3 p.m. the working day before the 
requested inspection date. 

• To schedule through the Permit Center, log in and navigate to "My Account." 
• Provide the permit number, inspection type, and the site contact's name and phone 

number. 
• Morning or afternoon requests are not guaranteed. 
• Once an inspection is scheduled within the Permit Center, the applicant will receive an 

email confirmation and a two-hour window will be posted in the schedule tab under 
Inspections after 5 p.m. the working day prior. 

• An adult 18 years or older is required to be present at the time of inspection(s). 
• No inspections are scheduled on closure days. Click here to view the closure calendar. 

 
 
 
For more information, visit https://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/buildingsafety 
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