
TO  : 

SUBJECT : 

Historic Preservation Review Commission 

DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN 
GUIDELINES: DISCUSSION TOPICS   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The City is updating the Design Guidelines within the Downtown Historic Conservation Plan 
(DHCP) to provide user-friendly guidelines for the treatment of historic properties, alterations to 
non-historic buildings, and the design of new infill structures within the historic district, as well 
as to update design review procedures. A public review draft of the guidelines was released in 
April, 2018 and is currently being revised based upon public comment and commissioner 
comments. 

The discussion topics provided for this meeting are a continuation of the April 24, 2018 
presentation of draft design guidelines.   

RECOMMENDATION: 
Discuss the topics of balconies; awnings, galleries and canopies; vinyl windows and residential 
additions.

BACKGROUND: 
The design guidelines for the Downtown Historic District were established in 1990 with the 
adoption of the DHCP.  Opportunities to improve the downtown design guidelines have been 
identified by staff, the HPRC, and community members. The updated design guidelines will 
ensure consistency in the design review process, reinforce the character of the historic district, 
and provide the basis for clear and fair decision-making in the district.  

In April, 2018 the City released the public review draft of the guideline; the City also sent 
postcards to property owners and residents of the Downtown Historic District, issued a press 
release, advertised on social media and shared the news through the City Manager’s 
memorandum.  An open house was held on April 25, 2018 to share the guidelines and obtain 
feedback.   

The draft guidelines are currently being revised in preparation for a public hearing in June.  
Information relating to the Downtown Historic District Design Guidelines is available to the 
public on the project webpage, www.ci.benicia.ca.us/downtowndesign.   
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GENERAL PLAN: 
Goal 3.1: Maintain and enhance Benicia’s historic character 
 Policy 3.1.4 Promote the preservation and enhancement of historic neighborhoods,

commercial areas and governmental districts.
 Policy 3.1.5 Permit new development, remodeling and building renovation in historic

districts when consistent with the policies of the applicable Historic Conservation Plan.

INFORMATION 
The HPRC heard a presentation from the City’s consultant, Winter & Co., at its April 24, 2018 
meeting.  Following the presentation, commissioners provided feedback and initiated a 
discussion of specific topics within the guidelines.   

The consultant had prepared discussion topics in the interested of gauging public and HPRC 
preferences. However, due to the length of the meeting, the discussion topics were postponed to 
the May 24, 2018 meeting. 

The discussion topics include: 
• Balconies
• Awnings, Galleries and Canopies
• Vinyl Windows
• Residential Additions

Feedback from the HPRC’s continued discussion of the topic areas outlined above will be 
reviewed and incorporated into the final draft of the design guidelines. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Discussion questions

For more information contact: Suzanne Thorsen, Principal Planner 
Phone: 707.746.4382 
E-mail: SThorsen@ci.benicia.ca.us
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Attachment 1: Discussion Questions
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