
 
    

  
 

                    
                           

     
 
 

   

 

 
 

 
 

            
   
  

 
   

      
  

 
       

 
         

    
 

  
  

   

 
 

 
    

 
   
   

   
 
 

       
   

      
   

Building Safety Division
250 East L Street 
Benicia, CA 94510 

Phone: (707) 746-4230
Online Permit Center Link: https://beniciaca.portal.opengov.com/ 

RESIDENTIAL WATER & SEWER LINES 

REPAIR/REPLACEMENT OF PIPE 

When Is a Permit Required? 

A plumbing permit is required if work is being done on the plumbing system: 
• Inside the structure. 
• Outside the structure. 

If work is being done between the private property line and/or easement and the curb (public right-
of-way/ROW- see pages 3 and 4 for information), you need: 
• A plumbing permit. 

AND 
• An encroachment permit from the Public Works Department Engineering Division. 

A permit is not required for: 
• Stopping of leaks in drains, soil, waste, or vent pipes, without removal and replacement of 

defective pipe. 
• The clearing of stoppages, including the removal and reinstallation of water closets, or the 

repairing of leaks in pipes, valves, or fixtures, provided such repairs do not involve or require 
the replacement or rearrangement of valves, pipes, or fixtures. 

Why Permits Are Important 

Permits help ensure: 
• The work complies with current California Plumbing Code regulations per the plumbing code 

book. 
• Public infrastructure and underground utilities are protected. 
• Safety and environmental standards are met. 

What Permit Type to Apply For 

• Building Permit-Plumbing – Category: Residential / Type: Plumbing/ Subtype: 
Residential Water Line OR Residential Sewer. 

• Additionally, for work in the public ROW, an encroachment permit from the Public Works 
Department Engineering Division is required. (Separate application.) 
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Key Requirements 

A site plan is required at the time of submittal. The site plan must include: 

• Property lines (labeled). 
• Home location on the lot. 
• Adjoining streets and alleys. 
• Any public ROW. 
• Location, depth, and length of line and/or distance of trenching. 
• Material type. 
• Owner’s name and address. 
• Job site address. 
• Scope of work. 
• Statement confirming work is on private property, if that is the case. (An encroachment permit 

is required if work in the public right-of-way is included.) 

What Inspections are Needed? 

For sewer lines: For water lines: For piping repair/replacement: 
• Underground Plumbing* • Underground Plumbing* • Rough Plumbing 
• Sewer • Water Line • Underfloor or Drywall* 
• Final • Final • Final 

* Not required for all permits. 

How to Prepare for Inspection 

• Schedule inspection(s) through the Permit Center by 3 p.m. the working day before the 
requested inspection date. 

• To schedule through the Permit Center, log in and navigate to "My Account." 
• Provide the permit number, inspection type, and the site contact's name and phone 

number. 
• Morning or afternoon requests are not guaranteed. 
• Once an inspection is scheduled within the Permit Center, the applicant will receive an 

email confirmation, and a two-hour window will be posted in the schedule tab under 
Inspections after 5 p.m. the working day prior. 

• An adult 18 years or older is required to be present at the time of inspection(s). 
• No inspections are scheduled on closure days. Click here to view the closure calendar. 
• New plumbing/water/sewer pipes are to be under test at the time of inspection. 
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The ROW and Identifying Responsibility For a Sewer/Water Line 

• The property owner is responsible for the sewer/water line coming from the house to the 
curb. 

• A plumbing permit is required for all work done inside the house, in the back and or side 
yards, and from the house (1) to the property line or utility easement (2). 

• Both a plumbing permit and an encroachment permit are required for work that is done 
between the structure (1) and the curb (3). These repairs involve the public right-of-way 
(ROW). 

• An encroachment permit from the Public Works Department Engineering Division is 
required for all work done in the public right-of-way (ROW), which is the area between 
the property line at the easement or sidewalk (2) and the curb (3). 

An encroachment 
permit is required 
for work done in 
this area. 

Both an 
encroachment permit 
and a plumbing 
permit are required for 
work done in this area 
because it includes 
private property and 
the ROW. 

A plumbing 
permit is 
required for 
work done in 
this area. 

* In certain areas of the city, the public right-of-way extends by 5 to 10 feet into the yard due to the 
presence of a utility easement. 
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To check if an easement is present: 

1. Go to the online City of Benicia Zoning and Land Use map. 
2. Type the address in the search bar in the upper right-hand corner of the map and hit enter. 
3. Click once on the property. This will bring up the property information. 

4. Take note of the parcel ID number. 
5. Go to the Solano County Assessor Maps page. 
6. Input the parcel ID information according to the instructions to access the parcel map. 
7. Find the property on the parcel map. A dotted line and the abbreviation “PUE” indicate that a 

public utility easement is present, as shown highlighted in the areas below. 

For more information, visit https://www.ci.benicia.ca.us/buildingsafety 
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