
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions  
In Attendance: Jerry Hayes (Benicia Main Street), Lionel Largaespada 

(Downtown Business Alliance/Economic Development Board), 
Leann Taagepera (Historic District), Bonnie Silveria (Benicia 
Historical Society), Mike Caplin (State Parks Association), 
Donnell Rubay (Historic District), Elizabeth D’Huart (Benicia 
Historical Museum) 

Staff:  Suzanne Thorsen, Adrian Lopez, Shawna Brekke-Read 
Consultant:  Nore Winter, Marcia Klopf – Benicia Historical Museum 
 

2. Facilitated Discussion  
Participants discussed goals for historic preservation in Benicia, identifying the 
need for: 

• Education, communication and historical branding of the uniqueness of 
Benicia so that both residents and visitors can immediately connect with 
the story behind Benicia.   

• Revealing the economic benefits of historic preservation 
• Educating residents that the value of preserving Benicia’s structural 

history is not just to save everything old, but m to keep Benicia’s story that 
is still living on in the historic buildings of the city.   

 
Priorities associated with the design guidelines include: 

• Clear, simply stated information that defines each step in the rehabilitation 
or restoration process and that builds understanding for the purpose and 
goal of the process.   

• Clearing up inconsistent information and eliminating the need for 
interpretation in order to help people to do the project the right way.  

• Help people to see historic preservation and their buildings in a whole new 
way. 

• Help staff to offer greater assistance to residents; create guidelines that 
allow some review authority to be directed to staff and direct people to the 
appropriate resources. 
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• Not only address design and materials concerns but also maintain the 
ability to be cost effective. 

• Guidelines must address compatibility, what types of changes appropriate 
on a historic building, and creating a visually unified appearance. 

 
Preservation success stories in Benicia include: 

• Preservation and adaptive reuse of the Camel Barn and Commanding 
Officers Quarters  

• Downtown residential and commercial buildings including the Camellia 
Tea Room, Crooks Mansion, Roseanna’s Bakery, Plein Air Gallery, 
Jurgensen Building (moved to current location at West E and 1st Street) 

 
Additional comments: 

• As people are attracted to Benicia because of its historic ambiance, they 
begin to see the value of preservation both aesthetically and economically.  
This is a motivator to maintain and rehabilitate historic buildings.  

• Closing discussion covered downtown considerations regarding signage, 
public art, parking, and areas where current design guidelines failed.   

 
3. Adjourn

 


