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*Resource Name or #: 257 West H Street
P1. Other Identifier: none

*P2. .Location: *a. County Solano
b. Address: 257 West H Street
*C. City: Benicia Zip 94510
d. UTM:  N/A
. USGS Quad: Benicia T2N R3W MDM
*f Other Locational Data (APN #): 89-042-13

*P3a. Description
This late Victorian house does not easily lendfitsecategorization in style. It exhibits seveet#ments that are drawn from the
Queen Anne, but with a much more robust massingithasually found in that style. Herbert Gottfrignd Jan Jennings have
identified this common late-¥%entury house form as an “Organic American Cottageernacular house form that is characterized
by a central plan, asymmetrical massing, patteamektextured exterior surfaces, projecting gahheskays and strong vertical thrust.
This house exhibits many of the elements that ithetify. It is one and one-half story with a gtigepitched gable roof. A
prominent octagonal roofed bay projects from thetwile of the front elevation. At the front theylis canted with replacement
glazing framed by pilasters. A shed roof porchupies the east side of the front elevation. Thelpooof is supported on square
classical columns. A plain frieze extends acrbegbrch and the bay, visually tying the two togethiThe house is clad in
clapboard, except for the gable end which is clih fish scale shingle at the top and rustic skinglthe lower half.
*P3b. Resource Attributes: HP2
*P4, Resources Present: M Building O Structure O Object O Site O District B Element of District
P5b. Description of Photo: Front fagade, view north

*P6. Date Constructed/Age: 1890

O Prehistoric MHistoric 0 Both
*P7. Owner and Address:
Richard Swan
257 West H Street
Benicia, CA 94510
*P8. Recorded by:
Carol Roland
Roland-Nawi Associates
4829 Crestwood Way
Sacramento, CA 95822
*P9, Date Recorded: 11-20-04
*P10.  Type of Survey: B Intensive

O Reconnaissance O

Other

Describe Eligibility Evaluation
*P11.  Report Citation: none
*Attachments: O NONE O Map Sheet O
Continuation Sheet M Building, Structure, and
Object Record O Linear Resource Record O
Archaeological Record O District Record O
Milling Station Record O Rock Art Record
O Artifact Record O Photograph Record O
Other (List):

P5. Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures,
and objects.)
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

*Resource Identifier: 257 West H Street *NRHP Status Code: 3D

B1. Historic Name: N/A

B2. Common Name: none

B3. Original Use: Residential B4. Present Use: Residential

*B5. Architectural Style: Late Queen Anne/Eclectic

*B6. Construction History:

*B7. Moved? ®No O Yes O Unknown Date: N/A Original Location: same
*B8. Related Features: none

B9a. Architect: unknown B9b. Builder: unknown

*B10. Significance: Theme: Benicia Downtown District Period of Significance: 1847-1940

Property Type: Single Family Applicable Criteria: A/ C
This is an example of a late"I€entury residence that is transitional betweerQtheen Anne and the later Craftsman. It exhibits
larger and more robust massing than the former, tyoiet is more asymmetrical and decorative tienlatter. The builder/designer
of the house (and its neighbor at 267 West H Streay have had some familiarity with the Shinghge&twhich this house resembles
in form and massing. However, the shingle sty s characteristic cladding rarely appears wétte Eastern Seaboard. This
house appears to have undergone little alteraitime #s construction with the exception of thelaepment of the windows in the
bay. This affects the historic appearance of gomant element of the house and lessens the iiptegmaterials, but in most other
ways the house retains its original fabric and o#ispects of integrity are uncompromised. The éewss photographed by HABS in
1977. It contributes to the Downtown Historic Distand should continue in this status.

B11l.  Additional Resource Attributes: N/A

B12. References: McAlester, Virginia and LeéA Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred Knopf (1986);
Bruegmann, RoberBenicia Portrait of an Early California Town: An Architectural History (San Francisco: 101 Productions
(1980); Woodbridge, Sally and Cannon Design Gr@&gpicia, California: Downtown Historic Conservation Plan. City of
Benicia, 1990; Sanborn Map Benicia, CA. 1886; 1B86icia Historic Inventory form; Jennings, Jan &tetbert Gottfried.
American Vernacular Design 1870-1940. (New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1985).
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(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)

Remarks: N/A

B14. Evaluator: Carol Roland, Ph.D.

Roland-Nawi Associates: Preservationsndants
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B 15. Date of Evaluation: 11-22-04
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Resource Identifier: 257 West H Street X Continuation O Update

s

s

HABS photograph 1977
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