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MON, MAY 12,2014
Modern Tank Car Spilled Oil in Virginia

The recent derailment and fire of a train carrying crude oil in Lynchburg, Virginia, involved modern tanker cars built to
stricter safety standards, according to an official at the US National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB).

Of'the 13 cars that derailed in Lynchburg, 10 were of the newer design introduced by the railroad industry in October
of 2011. At least one of those modern tanker cars ruptured and spilled its cargo, Eric Weiss of the NTSB told Oi/
Daily on Friday.

The accident sent flames and smoke billowing over downtown Lynchburg and also spilled about 800 barrels of light
Bakken crude oil from North Dakota into the James River (OD May.2'14).

The new information comes on the heels of moves by regulators in both Canada and the US to boost crude-by-rail
safety in light of a slew of high profile derailments and fires, including one last year that killed 47 people in Quebec.

The cars built since October 2011 have enhanced safety features that are supposed to make them less likely to
rupture in the event of a collision.

Canadian authorities recently ruled that shippers must replace all of the older tanker cars within three years. The US
has not yet issued any such regulation.

However, the involvement of modern tanker cars in the Lynchburg incident raises questions about whether they are
built to a high enough standard.
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