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Benicia Public Library Celebrates National Poetry Month and
National Library Week with Virtual Event

Benicia, CA (March 31, 2021) — Benicia Public Library will host a reading by poets on
Monday, April 5, 2021, from 7 to 9 p.m. via Zoom. Jane Hirshfield will read from her recently
published book of poetry, “Ledger,” along with Lynn Ungar, whose poem “Pandemic” went viral
in March 2020.

The event coincides with National Library Week (April 4-10) and National Poetry Month (April),
and kicks off a series of library events, virtual for now, on the first Monday evening of every
month. The First Monday Author Series is co-sponsored by Bookshop Benicia.

“We are so happy to welcome Ms. Hirshfield, and grateful for her willingness to share her
poetry with the community,” said Library Director David Dodd, who added “We had her
scheduled for a reading last year on March 29, but it was cancelled, along with pretty much
everything else.”

Hirshfield’s work has been widely praised, garnering national and international attention and
meriting publication in the “New Yorker,” among many others. The Washington Post described
her as belonging “among the modern masters” and The New York Times characterized her
work as “passionate and radiant.”

Poet Lynn Ungar attracted wide attention with her online publication, via a Facebook post, of
her poem “Pandemic,” just over a year ago. Subsequently, she wrote a series of poems about
her experience, and that of the world, as all coped with the pandemic. These 43 poems have
been collected into the book “These Days,” available through her website.

No registration is necessary but attendance is limited to 100 people on a first come, first serve
basis through this Zoom link: https://bit.ly/2PJ91dS, or watch live on the Benicia Public Library’s
Facebook page at www.Facebook.com/BeniciaPublicLibrary.
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Attachment: Photo of (left to right) Lynn Ungar and Jane Hirshfield.
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